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kvalité. Portal i sluzby Mezinarodni Cajové Komory prinaseji
velké mnozstvi benefiti pro své uzivatele, cimz se zvysuje
pravdépodobnost, ze ti je budou chtit dlouhodobé vyuzivat
ke své spokojenosti.

“ilem navrzeného systému je jeho nepostradatelnost, nebot” kdo
ma S\st(m a 11]u\)ok\ vhled, ridi th S\ stem se nesklada pouze

. a  usna 1duu|e naka i
- dkovava sluzby, ktel/ uladkg® Y

152 handié
ystém  takde

P
a1} 1 -

e o1 je snadno Overit v prasi.
L1 l)llCh’l/l s Cq]O\ou Akademii, ktera by
vytvafela a zaroven se o né sama opirala.
f7di ani ekonomické vvhody, nebot’ Vytvaii
i silnou konkurenéni vyhodu. Zaroven se
' ktery je de facto agregatorem urcenym jak

1ni, tak i maloobchodni prodej.

systém, kte 1Y, jakmile je jednou uvedeny na trh,
bez ne) mmohou snadno obejit. To jej éint
P hanndm vad iinvm fesenim, nebot konkurenct se

[ dz ¢Qdzy3 YR af{2y3 2F ¢SIkay ¢KS
by S. DOwyoung

[[EDITOR'S NOTE: By now Steven Owyoung, one of the world's authorities on tea and a veteran contributor to CHA
will need no introduction. His topic in this essay is the "Song of Tea," one of the most quoted (and perhapdesisod)
pieces of ancient literature on tea. Few even of our most learned readers will know the details amassed in this fascinz
essay, which expertly weaves together elements of biography, history, Daoist thought, human physiology and nutrit
numerology, and tea culture, in a virtuoso illumination of this famous poem. (Along the way, he also sheds some impor
light on the Cha Jing of Lu Yu.) Unless otherwise indicated, all translations (including that of the "Song of Tea' itself
Owyoung'own. His new English version of the entire "Song of Featext far more substantial than the excerpt usually
cited -- first appeared in Beatrice Hohenegger's Liquid Jade: The Story of Tea from East to West (St Martin's Press .

pp. 2021. The comple translation appears here, in very slightly revised form. Because of its substantial size, this es
will appear in two parts.]]
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SEVEN BOWLS OF TEA

¢CKS a{2y3a 2F ¢SIé¢ Aa 2yS 2F (KS Y2ald o0St20SR B 312 ¢
Fa FlLY2dza G2RIF@ & 6KSY 6NARGGSY Ay [/ KAyl -9&¥SINI The Sorfg 2 «
gl a 02YLRaSR o0& (GKS ¢yapal oslBOEdza S OB UzSORHzAISRoLIZPLO |
inspiredby a gift of tea from an official high in the ranks of the imperial court. The tea was namedhdangafter the

3 NRSy&d 6KSNB Al 61 & INRsYy TFT2N GKS SEOf dzaA @S dzas 27
the tea and drankBowl after bowl, he felt the tea transform him until it seemed that he became immortal. The story o
[ dz ¢chizlife poetry, and tea LIN2 GA RS & |y dzy RSNRGFYRAYy3I 2F (GKS a{ 2
0KS ¢Qly3a tAGSNIGAO®
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[ dz ¢ Qdzy3d KIFINRfe& fAOBSR I RFEYy3ISNRdza fAFTSD IS 4 &3 edinf (i S
retirement, realizing hie literati dream of being free from the dusty world to write and pursue artistic pastimes. Erudite
and cultured, he was a poet of considerable eccentricity and a noted connoisseur of fine tea. For a time, he lived :
hermit in the mountains near the etsn capital. His lofty, independent style was admired by the wealthy and the
L2 6 SNFdzf & 2 KAfS YAYyAAadSNR yR 2FFAOALIT & YAIKEG FNBG |
ideal among them, unsullied and beyond the fray. Fdand_u the recluse was unfortunate but rewarding. And in truth,
his celebrity kept him in the highest company and in the rarest tea. Yet, the farther from solitude he strayed, the clos
he came to the imperial court and its lethal intrigues. In a knotegdt of fate, Lu¢t Qdzy 3 Qa LI aaAzy F21
undoing. His perfect life ended abruptly and very badly.

la | O02yy2AaaSdz2NE [dz ¢Qdzy3a yIlGdzNFff& RNIy{l GSIFo . dzi
palace to the cottge, from the northernmost borders to beyond the eastern seas. There were tea shops and market sta
and itinerant tea sellers offering a bowl of tea on the streets and alleys of every city and town. Among the elite, tea v
an aesthetic pursuit, an artstO | YR Odzf A y I NB Sy ReBingdi Bdolodt Fea. PubiSiied io 880 ALK ,S
0KS -0y gl a I OFy2yAO0Ft ¢2N] oNARGGSY o0& GKS 3INBI G

[ dz ¢ QdzydZI 6K2 gl a y2 NBtlFIGAZ2Y (2 K SxpeltasaSodhhoiselr. H¥ Was (i
GKANIEe @SINAR 2fR ¢KSYy [dz ,N RASR INRdzyR ynn ! ®5d3 od
AKIFNBR GSIF gAGK [dz , N gKSYy (GKS YIadSNI gl a &ditaidlytheld-at A
good deal in common. They were deeply learned but disdained official life, devoting themselves instead to scholars

and poetry. And, despite their eremitic characters and eccentric personalities, they were admired and patronized by
KAIK YR YAIKGE 2F GKS AYLISNRAIf 0dz2NBIF dzONF Oedad [ GS A

AAAGSNY [dz ¢Qdzyd f2a0G KAa fAFSP . dzi GKS 3INBIG 02yR

meditation and mspiration.
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LU TUNGA LU YU
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[dz ¢dzy3 |+ [dz , N &L}Rfdz geLNG OtfS1=z (ReO oét 2S00S [«
0OS 206l YStA K2RyS aLRtS6ySK2®A0at i yRSt OAJHURSE FyRN] B
a0SYdz @t atyNYdz NRT @922A |6 oeftA 2alYStéevYA || @éeainS

ALRYT2NRDEELF® bl &1f2y1dz a0SK2 OA @2 4 N2 allA R GBS SoKe2t Adz6Z
[ dz ¢dzy 3 LIjArAOSt 2 OAg2i0 'tS @Stl1eéey LRdziSyz 1G0SNB 2.
meditace a pro inspiraci.

SAINT OF TEA

( 1
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Inlifeandlor& [dz N YR [dz ¢Qdzy3d3 oSNB AyUuAYl{iSte aaz2o0Aal
O02aY2t23A0Ff YR I f OKSYAOIf &aiddzRASas AyiSNBadga GKIF G
ol yR2y SR &GaRSaz2f I (it sHorgsRof tiSeBAlelt BakeRré Chilnf), Plypéh. Discovering the child, the
head priest Chkung took the foundling to the Lusgll A ¢ SYLX S | / KQly . dZRRKA A
raised as a little monk, or so the story was told. But theas another tale for the telling. According to legend, the toddler
stayed at the monastery only briefly before he was sent to live with the Li family. Master Li was a Confucian from Huct
an eastern town famous for its tea gardens on the southern rimto{lS ¢ QF A ® 2 KSy KS NBGA|
GRAGAYSR I RgSttAy3a LI OS¢ Ay 6KAOK K SkalnuizihseMe Magter NS
set out in anticipation of a peaceful, retired life; he was known by the Taoist naikendy Master Child. When the priest
Chil dzy 3 f SINYSR 2F (GKS FlIYAf@Qa FNNAGIE FTNRBY | dzOK?2 dz=
child and raised him like a son with his own daughter, Li Yeh, a brilliant and precociousigil ©hé two grew up as
sister and brother and were tutored together, learning Confudielteslettresand Taoist teachings. At the age of eight,
[dz , N NBUGdZNYySR G2 GKS Y2ylFaGdSNEO® . dzi y20 F2N ecug3do
strictures imposed by his teacher Qhidzy” 3 3 ¢ agairjust &levei rebelled. Deserting the monk and monastic life, Lu
N 22AYySR I OGN} @St Ay3a GNRdzLIS 2F | OlG2NARX GNBAYy3I KAA K
priest relented and granted the boy time to study rondZRRKA &G € AGSNI GdzNBd ! & | @& 2 dz
itinerant scholar and later roamed the wilds of Szechwan searching for tea when war and chaos forced him south of
Yangtze. Mixedwith KS Yl aa 2F NBFdz3SSa FfSSAy3a GKS o0f22RaKSRZ
of the Li family, and reunited with Li Yeh.
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I gnjt Rdz I LInjSaisSkK2a+t &8 LRRfS RIS OfiSRI=t Ikai. MiseINGG
Tytye LRR ageyYSy SMmgaamOiNexsRB8i8 ot 1t ARyeée OA@20 RAOK?Z
| dzOK2dz R21T OSRI®IIS VLPIOHRI/IKAEES8K2 aB2NRSFR DI aABGNI [ A &S
I LInjA &ldzld2 @+ £ 1 yeEYda (&ayiNS SR/SSnjA2 A2 [ |ISKZABNAE | yiy N | L
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tnjSadlt o60éed YYAOKSYZ 2aBzAY1&fa]da0yiSly Nz ONGP &Sk arHjNIR
al 2YSRAFLE YN LINBRAS® YReO a4$8 [dz ,dz 1 y2@dz 2628S0Aft 3 &l
f AGSN} GdzNEd YREO o0éf [dz ,dz YYEReEHMSY&OSY: LRI RISGAT R RF
sestoupit na jih od Yangtze, se toulal Sichuanska® dii y 2 dzd { RI ¢ NBPBIIOIKE ENDNY A & §njB
@ | dzOK2dzZz YS&(S 1LiREws bk ¥ OS2 SBakalgBred. Az + T RS &8
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After the death of her parents, Li Yeh returned to her hometown as a young, unmarried woman to become a Tac
LINASaidiSaa yR 2yS 2F GKS FT2NBY2ald Lk2SGa 2F GKS | 3dS o

waters in her Taoist robes of deep yellow and a mpleated cape of shimmering, translucent silk. She carried a bamboo
staff of nine knots, and as she walked, her lotus crown of gauzy petals trembled with each step. Her exoticism, bea
and allure werel f f KSAIKGSYSR o0& KSNJ SEOSLIiA2yf (FINGWI ¢ISaY
adzZNNR dzy RSR 06& | RYANBNE® CAYRAY3A [A ,SK AYy | dzOK2 da&, [ c
a stream within walking distance ofieé large imperial tea estates near the lake where Li Yeh lived. The familial tie
0SG6SSy [dz , N IyR [A ,SK ¢6SNB NBYS6SR IyR 0O0f2aSsz- (K

sweet poem by Li Yeh entitled, "Lying Il above the LaKe,LJLJ2 F2NJ G KS +Aa&aAd 2F [dz ., Nk

Long ago, the night you left,

the moon shone harsh as frost.

Now you return at a time of bitter mists.

We meet again; but as before, | lie here ill.

Wishing to speak, tears first fall.

' NHSR (2 RNAY] ¢Ql2 /KQASYyQa gAySs

| respond, chanting a poem by Hsieh Ling)l y &

b2gs Fff G 2y0Ss 6SQONB LISNFSOGfe& RNizy] oo
What else could we possibly do?

[A ,SKQa (SraAiy3ar dzyNBaiGNIAYSR t2@0S L2SYa YIRS KSNJ |
the attention ofthe emperor. Answering the imperial summons, she traveled €S O LJA (i byboat/afdQittery 3 ¢
under escort, a watchful but arrogant company of palace eunuchs sent to fetch her. She entergmhdhgoalace,
entertaining the emperor, composing poetry in his praise, chanting her poems to him, and accompanying her songs
0KS &2 @SNBA 3 ydunding kithar. AliseeinédSvellaigifLiiyeh astonished everyone by abruptly leaving tr
palece after a single month. Her parting was amiable for she left with presents from the emperor, but her release frc
0KS AYYySNI OKIF YOSNAR 2F GKS LI tFOS ¢6Fa adaGgatt | az2dz2NDOS
by her admiring maleontemporaries, and for most of her unconventional life, she was held in awe as a courtesan of t
most extraordinary order.

—
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odzi y20 06SOldzaS 2F KA&a f221a 2N LISNBR2ylIfAGed [ den , N
2d02800A 08 0é 18 AldidSNBR FyYR 6+ba RA&aGFYG FyR Ff227F:
. dZRRKAAG &AONRLIIdINBX aglAfAy3a YR ¢SSLIAYy3IE dzyGAf LIS2
solitary study. Even & | 0SSyl 3aSNE [dz N aK2¢SR 3ANBFG fAGSNI NE L
the support of several important officials who recognized his innate talent and sponsored his education with litera
collections, teachers, and academigportunities. Later in life, he rose on a literary tide that granted him several titles,
ranks, and positions, swelling even to the use of the title Imperial Instructor and an honored seat on the editorial boe
2F Iy AYLISNAIt O2 Y Lds énleciektiz schoRnandNFo® ¥hSadarigtydaf subiectss including political
and social theory, genealogy, famous people in history, officialdom, and local histories.

l'a F ¢l 2A4G2 [dz N gl a RSSLX & O2 Y YahcésirabIRe td lrul WHen réb@ls y -
RSTASR G(G(KS GKNRYyST [dz N SELNB&a&SR KAA& 2dzi NI IFur |y
Lamentationsand The Obscuring of Heavenho honor the triumph of the imperial forces over the rebel armieAroLu
shanand ShihSGAy3 AY Tco ! ®5d> KS RSRAOIGSR GKS OFalday3a 27
was severely tested when his foster sister Li Yeh receive another imperial summons. Ascending the august dragon thi
the emperor Tetsung called for her to ornament the inner palace where she was inducted into serving his personal cou
2 KSYy [/ KQFy3aQly gta FidlFO1{SR Ay Tyo ! ®5d3x (KS SYLISNZ
mercy of the rebel gegral. When Tdsung returned to the capital the next year, Li Yeh was denounced by eunuchs an
OKIF NBSR ¢gAUGK ONAYS&a F3aFrAyald GKS adrFriSe ¢KS SYLISNERNJI €
of the general. It was understood thaer poem was coerced from her by her captor but there was no assuaging the
SYLISNRBND&a |y3aISNP | SN NI [A ,SKQa 26y LRSGNER FyR O
tortured, and executed. If a lament was written to mourn Li Yely, 8o & dzNJWA @GSR® [dz , N gl & &
unimaginable loss of his sister and friend.
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luYyweé as ySadlrt yAS6NY o0S7T Lt GdStaiskKz2 LR2YSn20tyN as
L27T @t yN R2 ON&l na|1SK2 LIttt OST +tS ySoetz2 G2 104tA 28
ayS202S8] i MOWPNKRS [LIR2dIdZRI2 adzoaeS]iAByNK2da Y21GFtX oeft
a8 G2dzA It LinjA 1T LISGdz L2STAS LIVISPRT @ dzRIRE& A aSHOND ASE 9K YaeSH &
& Y20t nfadON | v@laBNS2 2RAADIARO2 PIRE@O o0&t YEIRN]=Z LINR2S
1641 OGSNYzZ 2KNRYAT | T Najlt LRRLR2NYz yS{2ft Al bponZzadvalijehsy é
NRT @22 fAGSNI Ny Nadanh & B NK | YN GOOMICRHIESY hadSl {NRI | REB\yAdzE & O
geySatz yS12ftA]l khdkarted YSK2&RORBEN K (IR lclzD diP oy N npaS|aél
NERI16YyN NIRS ONal na] K32 (soCe| Ny Nx6a3 yNBOYSA b LPNdz O 208+ o8 . S/
d20A1f YyNOK: ISy qniS2 %A S Dy2DKOEFRIF SRARAH0ND RN AT YN KA &

W12 GF2AadGl oeéf [dz ONAKDjdz) 308z RRR Uz | ¢ OL$H ¥ §8KARRERS
Gl o2dmAt A LINRGA (GNAyYydzZ g 2iSHmMANt a[Sdih Sdzo i@y a8 yaidaid Tadrs
bSo6Saad [dz ,dz RIf 2Rt NG 22BN |20 SLI2ANI{ddznANEER RnfSi2] TekYo BH
FNXYt REYA LROAGEt OAVARSIK] ®za[ddz , dzZK2 OGNNI} @ GNAY oefl @e
aSaiNr [A ,SK 20RNOStI RIFIfON ON&ISHNKRS (ING§RGBZ BOINGAN DR (0!
Foé TN OtAtlL GyAaldnyN LIEH O { RS oeétl dz@SRSyl | 2SK:z
YSOKEFT GFY [ A | SKIBAR YRS YOWN 208 G + DRyONTRTEYRN KB § 58 & & RuzR B
doKfl Oy NK2 YS&ill SKSHtzy OA¢zREAA SRA TS TE26AyA LINRDd a
LR gaidl t 04 yRIOSKAMGE JIGYSNE tyld . &8f2 2FaysSs 05 GMalbnadzK

[A ,SKZ 2Se2N gt adyN LR2STAS | KdzZRol X oefteé LRdzOAGe 2t
YyIELaty2 ySaF1S fFYSyid2 LINR 2LX F {1t @t yN N2 JIDEY §iSlLniS
TGN} G2dz a90S yS@tlaadgyN aSaidNeE + LInNGStleySo

(11 )
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LY FRRAGAZY G2 GKS LINASaidSaa [A , SKX [ dz , N-hQhzyikeSiR |
KAYaSt Tz ftaz2 tAQ0KBRAAY INBKSNY AL A Sibaizybit feendvifranarided; thaizfact N
Ff2yS ONRdzZZIKG KAY Of2aS G2 | LINASadte tAFS FyR &ain Gd
GKS f1GS ¢Qly3azx GSI YSNOKFIyGa O2YYAaaAi 2 sesdd, wadrimgla $aRist LJ:
miter ¢ a tripartite, lotusform headdress- and reading a &ndscroll. Given out along witminiature tea sets by the

YSNOKIyida (G2 GKSANI FlI @2NBR Odzad2YSNARAZI GKS OSNI YAO TA

[ dz , N & { daRHei@yRandiwiaransankably current on all of the theoretical developments of the eighth centun
A.D. in the esoteric field. In 759 A.D., he visited Mount Mao, the founding site of "M@ A y3 ¢ 2A AY |y
its most sacred scriptures. TheK -@hing(Book of Tepand a lost work known akhe Interpretation of Dreamsere
FY2y3 KAa Yz2aild 2@0SNIte ¢F2Aaid oNARGAYyITad [dz , NQA LINE
intimate connections between tea and Taoism, notably thespriptive use of tea in the preparation and service of the
drink. All were manifest in thBook of Tea

ek se ob-
{byl zhoto-
i by se po-
fmnou pa-
nepiijem-
do tstrani
k; obvykle
Aviak die-
iZi; zejmé-
irzy je zni-
Ii. Vlastni
iého bam-
jei stuzky
ingech led-
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212 2y &t Yz OAf @ awdzbSSgy § ydz 1azi A qAak 2 dz RNOSE O
K2 LInjAof NOAftIl 1S 1ySO&{1SYdz OA@2idz A 2SS @dzd t 2 Lidxf M N8/
¢l y3d4d 61 220N 200K2RYNOA 202SRyt GIOINA [ &2i0nder 2 edESicKaid2 |
L2 1 NBE Gl dz Kf I g& @S (G Ndz N2 (i 2 OBI-GA e &Y aBRMK 2 RGNS T4atA] IS
spolusminiatly N 6 22 @2dz a2 dzLINI @2dzz o0&t [dz ,dz OGSy 212 aaf

YNRYS 1ySO1@& [A . SKI LR6NGHE [dz ,dz 1S ag@ey -Krs2 Al&iiSNG]
1“.|.
)

[dz , dz aidzR2@f GF2A&80GA012dz £t OK&@8YAA I YSt L1 2NHK2R
2aYSK2 ailiz2tSGNd £+ NROS 71pd VYI SXKUMF AL ENHA2at RS RS
ySa2LR2agt lySEQNYBNaAYYDOKFIEKEF 6F2A0 | ySR20K2QlIyYyS RNf 2 -
dLA&ed [dz ,dzK2 NRT &t KES GF 2A &0 ASA R21 RGNS AaEm UyEdiniaL32S
2AYSK2 A LINjSRLA&A LINP T OKITSYyN a 6128SY 03KV 2SK2 L
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HERMIT OF MOUNT SUNG

Ly GKS YAYR 27F [dz ¢Qdzy3s (&hbhg\detemBduls ai tBe-art of tediakderiific [Tadism. N
@ I jdzAN] 2F FraGSzE [dz ¢Qdzy3a ¢4l &A 02Ny Ay 2yS 2F (KS
FlLY2dza F2N) az2dzyid 2l y3gdzz ayY2dzydl Ay 2F (GKS YAy3aQa OK
the Scripure of the Divine Elixirs of the Nine Tripods. The hundreds of medicinal plants that grew abundantly on t
at21L3Sa GGdNF OGSR LIKE@AAOAlyYya |yR I L¥awhs @aned \Baagwh ik 3e&rchi |
of herbal remedies. Ssd I/ Kced yfr@ twelfth patriarch of the Shar@K QA y3 ¢+ 2Aaid asSodasz f
2y (GKS &FONBR Y2dzyldl Ay Ay I LI EFGALFTE -sdiy DeSandityzafthis
adzZNNR dzy RAy3a AYodz$SR [ dze épidal, And FabisnkKwas hel® (& Kitnlallkobhis-iifgs poetly o
and tea, reflections of its teachings.

[ dz ¢Qdzy3d LN} OGAOSR GKS NI 2F GSIF Ay {dG2yS +Atftl3aASxz
wife and children. Origirly from Fangyang, Loyang, he was a member of an aristocratic clan and belonged to land
gentry, his status and means allowed him a life devoted to family and the aesthetic ideal. He called himself "Master J
{ G NB I ¥htyandzu)Nfter a local mouritaspring, laying claim to the cosmic yin, the expressive Taoist force of water
While on pilgrimage to Mount Sung, one of the five sacred mountains of Taoism, he stayed to live in seclusion for y
on Lesser Stone, a peak rising amidst the monastidsanes that flourished on its slopes. There he pursued scholarship,
L2SONES YR GSI Ay | ONYXyljdzAitAGe oNR]1Sy 2yfteée o0& (KS
to abandon his solitude. But he descended from his Taoist itege around 810 A.D. and entered the old city of Loyang.

Known as the Eastern Capital, Loyang was the official city and residence of the crown prince and a major market
SYGNBL® G 2F GKS SYLANB® 5XA0ARSR 0 LBLIGKES J 238 WNIACSNEA @ I2fe
northern, eastern and western quadrants and accessible by an intricate network of canals and channels. In the seve
OSyldzNE ! #5035 aY2NB G(GKIyYy (4Sy (K2dzl yR 0 2-EhiiBridgd e Xorth f f
al N] S wdzald Fa GKS AYLISNREFE OFLAGEE / KQFYy3IQlYy Ay (K
funneled tribute grains, silk, and tea and all the exotic goods and materials of the abundant south tcsteeveapital.
Borne on the waters of the Grand Canal, the wealth of the empire streamed into bustling Loyang where the nobili
officials, and merchants shared in the riches, gathering in select neighborhoods near the southern gate and building g
marsions and splendid gardens.

[ dz ¢Qdzy3d | NNAOPSR Ay [2ely3 | OStSoNrRGed 1S 2SR KAa
prose poem he entitled "Eclipse of the Moon" to commemorate a wintry scene of ice and cold when thentlidnoon
and its radiant light were gradually dimmed:

... At first it seemed that a white lotus

Il PR Fft2FGSR dzLJ FNRY (GKS 5N} 32y YAy3aQa LIt OSo
But this night ... was not like other nights;

For now we saw a strange thing:

There was something eating it&y inside the rim ...

Ring and disc crumbled away ...

Darkness smeared the whole sky like soot ...

¢KS LSO GUKSYy G(G2fR 0GKS FTyOASyld G1FfS 2F dal RSY2y FNRB:
careless of evil, choosing only to deledld f dzZYAy 2dza LIJzZNAR (& ® [ dz ¢ Qdzy3d GKSy I RI
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th! {¢9+bNY % | hw, {'bD

2t 22@é YAAOGNI [ dz/ Kd&zyH 88K2 L1NBKIN{ I RONK2Z Slydt ¢idip&nili®dy?
| NfN612dz 2&4dzRdz &S [dz ¢dzyd yI NRRAf yI 2SRy2Y 1 Hoyahebyl? & ¢
LINE At RIBY SK2nS T OlLyS 2Fy3Iédz al 2N YNI£S Y2Y2NBA&Z |F
208 1SN BIANMNA 120f40 {2018 fS6APGeOK NeRadGtAysz 14GSN
oef NIyée ¢Ul y3aatre sl {1 GkSaNeA daiS  {2deyt | {f & dzJ2-m& ChigrgBkdS yLInj AR K
LI G NR I NOKI  SHagyARUWMYOQ S GASH Gyl LR adgt GyS K2nS @ 1t ARYSY
THN L2 YN LRAGadzPAG OpadhiyadNht yOSt SK2 212t N LINRROKY
G 2AaYdz K2 OnNB@opbediavd 2tae A & NBFf SENOK 28SK2 yldzgqeo

[ dz ¢dzy3 NRT ON2St ag@dsS 6F220S dzYSyN @ YIYSyyS +Sayiroai

d0d2dz OSy2dz I RSGYAO® t &4 opRWS WAGKATISE] 105611y238aySY d&d O
Ll2adl gSYyN I LINRP&AGNnSR1 & Ydz 0SKSY 2282y SOSM SK& i Sanrgebgiel Y
YT egrt aahiaidN b&if MR §KAMIK 2 0t ARREISa YoNada y NK2 K2 NB ] SK?2

12aYA0] SK2 aiAy2A adieAlON2vdy 25 SNAEAN @2Reé o . SKSY Llziz2 gt yN
Tadadrt ONG @ gaiNIyN ylI ONOK2f1dz aSyON Y YSys 2S8SK2O0
%RS a8 @Sy2 0l t (atirdiRdedzy] L8NS AyAl NUzB2 @IAf & LJ2 dd (St 1210 Bdza y&2
[dz ¢dzy 3l 3 o0& 2LdzaGAT &a@22AllazdArRddan] Sk SPo@si Sey e a & B K.
Luoyang.

Luoyan@ Tyt Yeé 2112 Kt @y NnbBRYNy HSEKSRERIGNERS S Y | 2 INYF y
a2z 0 OK2 RYNY OSy (i NBiwangN ORPI R Kit Svemeaivenj S| 2ade[SGA Gt aNUO |
GNDAOGS &GNFGS3IAO1e aridzzdl yt +0a%8FSNY NEENED Ky2 RA SR 354
TSYSza 4S8 GNayYOKA2Z Lo VNDI ZSOFNFNK2 ¢ NKdzd / N&l nalsS K
200K2RYN GSNYAyiudyanpuBROP e g2 RS aaet 1yt RFoSRP Rt INER ¢
I @SO1SNBK2 SE20A01SK2 10620N | YFGSNARtEA T o02KFdada)
St 1SK2 Yl yt fdzZ LINRdzRAdogangd 2 K IRGa OF )§ CaRDE2 FyR NSRS ZQSETEEE YS
gt 02KIFGAGON O LINPYAYSPEYROKSHE OHY ROKRWANBRAORKNY B&IIY &

Q¢ |+

DoLuoyanglz LJnjA OSt [ dz ¢dzy3 dzO 2112 OSt SONNVEI & Ne OB Pdwad IKif
otayir yIHi gNYySFSappewSgSy20ryS (Si2 dzRtf2adAd t2LAaz20
T+t fNON YS&ANO 1161t GSYYSGY

dPd bSSLINBS G2 GelLI RIf2 2F12 oNfe f2iG2a
+7 yt OSt yIR LI f+tOSY 5NI6NK2 1N} fSo

1'fS RYSOYN OS6SN) ddvd ySoef 2AyS OSESNET
+ (dz OK@GNREt RaNMBSRXNDYy 2dz SOY

bS0O2 dzONNJ f2 282 LR&0GdzZLIHz2NO 2R f SYdzoodod

Prsten i kruh se rozpadly...

¢YF TFOLAYAfl OSt2dz 20f 2Kdz 212 ali S oo

CHEAYN] LI QeLING 9S8t RI gy2dz L2 §3&aiNQG - O2 oY

0 RISY TP aaxi N
monstru,] G SNB 4SS OKeadt LRKfGAG 2SK2 Tt nAg2dz 6Aa

G2idzd [ d

16

—
| —



Lb{¢L¢! ¢ wObO{! b/ 9 OSTEVER. DWYXOUNG: BLETONG &N 9 dd 2 ! WO




Lb{¢L¢! ¢ wObO{! b/ 9 OSTEVER. DWYXOUNG: BLETONG &N 9 dd 2 ! WO

With lips stretched wide and gaping jaws, you eat insatiably.
You have fed your disobedience by eating the eye of Heaven.
How long before the Lord on High ordayasir execution?

[after A.C. Graham, trans.]

boOf ALJAS 2F G(KS az22yb OANDdzZ I SR ¢gARSt&> |yR [dz ¢ Qdz
well as derringdo. High officials at court were impressed, particularly those who beligwegoem to be an attack on

the eunuch clique clawing its way to power through the shadows of the imperial palace. Many thought that Heav
represented the emperor, and the bright moon symbolized the pure light of a loyal and incorruptible official wrexiwa
F3rAyad GKS ANRgAy3ad SOAE 2F GKS SdzydzOKa |yR ¢l & dzid
lips of all the gossips. The famous writerof anci@rii @ £ S LINRaSs | Iy N S@Sy gNRGS
that earnedboth men the enmity of the eunuchs.

5

The power of the eunuchs was insidious and formidable. Only months before the eclipse saw the establishment of
Office of Privy Affairs, an inner palace department staffed by eunuchs who controlled the flow of dusumnoen the
bureaucrats of the outer palace to the emperor. The Office was headed by chief eunuchs who exercised the informal
nonetheless influential privilege of advising the throne. The might of the Office was reinforced by eunuch commander:
the palace armies stationed on alert just west of the capital. With their grip on the throne tightening, the eunuchs revel
in their success, becoming more abusive and voracious in their appetite for power, cowing all who opposed them.
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{S NIe& é@mj'l\ﬁgfc'éérmﬂi I S2SNONYA 6SfAalGYAZ ySylaeidyS KzRdz
cAOSye gtlraiyN YSLJQafdzoy2éuN @Ge2NRt O 212 bSoSo
WE] Rf2dzK2 2S0O0GS LRGONDt I ySO tty +eOAy VYInNRN (G@22A

[podle A. C. Grahama]

a¥%l GYSYN aSaNOSa asS NEROKES NRI GMnpAfezy |2 6[Ndz T ddey 3 & M 1S
GF1S A RNl&@ 2ROIT S +2a20N a2@RY N @3i5Ry ¢l A2 BN Faie M
Sdzy dzOK4>X 1 3GSNI &S RNI LIS 1 Y20A e dzON®BEENOBINS RN HD @B
YSaNO &aevoz2tAldzeS 6ArAaGS a@gSit2 t2FraFtAde | ySgLX | Gy
YIELNR&G2 TyA6Sy aRSY2ySY Ot oédd [dz ¢dzyI202 2YSYONONSt
atieftdz atl NroefeOK LINkT = R212y0S yIl LAt LRSGAO]2dz 2RL
{ Nt I SdzydzOk& oéftl T4+ {1Snyt | 20NRJa1t d t2dzKeOK yS12ft;
2RRSESYQPSYS 1 SdzydzOK&z 10GSNE nNRAf2 (21 R21dzySydéd 1
1GSNE dzLJ FGz201f ySTF2NNIEyYyNZ S LinSaldz OtAQy2dz géea
LI £+ O2¢0e OK I NRIQO] WSKBGIAGSKNIDA ST+ LI RYyS 2R Kfl gyNK2 Y
GNOS 1 ySdzONGItA &a0S LRall gSyNd +S a0SY ySylaeldysSy Kt
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b2 YAYAAGSNI RIFINBR ¢NAR(GS @ sekeniirsthatz tie Qiodiftienéss dReudubli \iihi Seyft theird
SySyasSa AyiG2 SEAtS 2NI 2 RSIFGIK® ¢KS Y2NB G(GAY2NRdza 27
Sipping tea in a hut on a faraway mountain, the hermit was beyon@ st O2 Yy AARSNI A2y 2 NJ ¢
eyes, he was merely an eccentric of means but of little consequence. Just let him step down from his mountain and c
into the capital, however, and he would then answer for his sarcasm and their discotrébitim pray that day never

O02YS&ad ¢2 KINNASR O2dzZNIASNARI 2y GKS 20KSNJ KIFyYyRXZ [dz ¢
A0dzZFFY LI NIOAOdzZ F NI & (G2 aO0OK2flNAR fA1S | Iy thrésptesfpdeiryOA |
FYyR GSIFE StS3aryd LIAGAYSAE G 6KAOK [dz ¢Qdzy3d a2 STF2N

[dz ¢Qdzy3d FANRG YSO Iy | N gKSYy (GKS 2FFAOALE Of AYOSR
sacred mountain lay just southeast of Loyang] ds sights and sanctuaries attracted the literati as a place of refuge from
0KS Kdzoodzo 2F (GKS OAlGed LYy ynt ! 50 1y | NI ¢gK2 gl &

capital for a tweyear appointment at the imperial wersity. He frequented Mount Sung, taking leave of light teaching
RdziASa (2 @GAaArid GKS Fry2dza KSN¥YAdGa 2y GKS YzdzylilAyo
F2NJ GSHd . &8 ynd ! @505 |y | N hehd merdaseh@dzaparsodgaSchidectiomMand
GSNBE RAalGlIyidfe NBfFISR GKNRdIzAK |y , NQa ¢gAFS gK2 OFY
02 SKAOK [dz ¢Qdzy3d o0St2y3aASRd ! FOISNI GKSLR &I BRYSOHEBG aR
FYR Iy N gNRGS I NBLXe&> a¢KS 90tALAS 2F GKS az22yy
2F SELINB&aaAZY F2N GKSYZ o6dzi GKSANI YSIEy&d 6 SNB &S irdmNI i
FFENT 1Ly N GKS 2FFAOAILIET ONR&AASR adzZLISNA2NAR YR Sdzyc
times and was once exiled to the far south, a virtual sentence of death. The two men commiserated with one anott
overthea it 4SS 2F I FFFANR G O2dzaNI® CNRY (GKFdG GAYS 2y3> [ d
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¢t Ryé 1T YAYAAGNA a& ¢ER2RG! W W2 VAGMNDGRORPE §t B $ dzy dz
R2 SEAfdz yS62 ylI &YNI® ayz2Kz2 dzai N} OSyeoOK ¢nSRyNl4& a
Ot Ry2dz KNRIT 6dzd t2dzAa SOy Nl LER2LINSS2NON 61 B2 02 NOKF &IiNB WK S
L2 RST njSyNd + 26NOK SdzydzOK& oeéf &ALINOS (WAABRASRRERRPIKEE Gy
a8 0dzRS T 2RLRONRIG T agéde al NJlavyda | ySLRK2 KSND AR
bl RNHzZKS &GN} yS LINB dziN} LISYS RO2InijiNE2 ®leNR & [ d2 Lods/ A2
Iy N A gnSRyNGC &i@edaixN GG LBRR Holift SBOKKS Say1 90 aBIPq QK (&S 2 RLIZ ¢
St SAKYyGhypd gt OKZ @S 1i0SNRBOK [WUNWBYA I& & [(dz]le&pdz 4 SIK| Y &,
gniSRYN] @eoOLlt KIFf ylI alfé YIYSyyé NOKI 1RS ylI K2nS |
odLuoyangz I 2S2NOHLIk &y S 1@kt SRt Ot A tAGSNI GAZ 2 1 Auogailg® 6 A
I @ NBOS ynt @NYiGAf R2 RNUHzZKSK2 ON&al nalSK2 YSaidl A as
univerzil dz® bl K2 NHz {atigechu2d® 334 @&DR f dzdnikSt a1 e OK LR FAYyYy24ai]

LInjSoé gl 2NONK2 afl gySK2 LRdAGSOYNIFd YREO |y yhu®®dDt
oetA 1Ly |, NSl2l[ldds d2Dd didnjt (i f AARInHNG Iy SYdeGA o0@d AL ONIRB (¢
YIEyOSt{dzZ 1GSNY GF{1S LROKITSEEF T LINRPYAYSYGYNSIH NX S NB

yt £ SOSt Ay S[add 6¢ydey HaR ttf22 & G A¢ o/ I+ ad NIk {NBoYI 8aySizén nx  of Glkyo N Yz R
a%l GYSYN aSaNOSY yILRR206SYyAyl RNfl [dz ¢dzyIlad |8 LI
LINfN& G dzLle oeéfé& 2RRSESyS || 2Rt AOYSY LRdza(GSSYy N Yikitizavazy 3
YIERNNT SyS | SdzydzOKe ToftNT{lF® Iy Yy2K2{NY G az2d001 dzya
020 o0eéf GANILdza fyN GNBadG &AYNIADP hold3&Mz0ES @S IBDHRS Zihj $ ¢
Tw3 &adtt 6tSySY Iy ,dzK2 fAGSNI NYNK2 | NRdzO| dzo
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THE POET

[ dz ¢Qdzy3Qa LI2SGINE 61 & SEGNBYSE FdzAt 2F KeLSNb2tS |y
His baroque style, especially when directed at a target, was devastating or oustiwgly flattering. He once met a poet
named Ma Yi and afterwards sent the new friend a poem expressing his admiration:

There is only a single heart, spleen, and bones,

Peakcraggy, jagjutting, sheer abyssreviced

Knives and swords as the peaks ands;liff

2 KAES FEraGflryRa fSG f2@asS Ayidz2z KSAIKGa tA1S az2dzyld YQdz
No place for it in Heaven,

Earth cannot receive it,

Nor do sun and moon dare steal its splendor.

[after Stephen Owen, trans.]

[ dz ¢ Qdzy3Qa& 62NRa& | Yy R- akd¥htlyF&saionts, Bdaily inflaMiNGohyINEh&rawkitihg Spoem, Lu
visualized every detail, remembering and enhancing a scene with his vivid imagination. His memory was a sharp knife
KS OFyRARf& O2yFSaaSR (2 6AStRAYIY tdiehenberybu right Fere mQ O
SeSa a (K2dzaK | Oddz-fte aSSAy3a &2dzpe

wSOf dzZaA @S Ay LINI OGAOSsE STFdaAA GBS Ay O2YLI yeées [ dz ¢ Qdzy 3
made friends of fellow poets like MalYiy R | 'y [ N® | A& FFFroAtAGe ¢l & I+ dza
FNASYRAD® 5dz2NAy3d KAa @GArarida G2 GKS LISI1E 1Ly N FYR |
integrity, who had been appointed to a governnigrost but had refused to come out of retirement to assume official
RdziASaad ! O02YLI YyASR o6& [dz ¢Qdzy3as Iy N S@Syidztfte
[28ly3dd [Saa OSNIFIAY gl a ¢KSOGIKSNIQaNIAYy i 1FAYS, NzLY KA K
OFrasSs az22y UGUKSNBFFAISNE [dz ¢Qdzy3d € SFG [SaasSNI {G2yS t

influential patron.
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2 KAES aGAfE Fd2L) az2dzyd {dzy3d3z [dz ¢Qdzyd 0STFNASYRSR aSy
in disgrace and in exile from court, senttolyyd | YR RSY2(0iSR (G2 GKS LINAyOSQa &
AYyy20Syid Ay [ KQlIy3aQlyad .dzi aSy3a /KASYy gta | Yly 27
were as Vice Minister in the Ministry of Revenue and vice execuffi@oin the Censorate, no trifling offices by any
YSIyad aSy3a o0St2y3aSR G2 |y AyFtdsSyaalt FrYAfe gK2aS
¢KS aSy3a Ofly o62FatdSR Ada 2¢y LIRSO I dNSIG Sz 2223\ I A/ K
literary circle. Meng Chien was also Grand Master of Remonstrance, an imperial advisor whose duty was to correct
FRY2YyA&aK (GKS SYLISNRN 2y LRftAOe YR YFGGSNR 27T rongithel S ¢
emperor Hsiersungdispensedhis punishment with a light and lenient hand. From the imperial perspective, it was
neither politic nor safe to let Meng Chien languish aialy NJ FNBY / KQFy3Ql yY GKS (KNR)
to give sound advice and carry out its reforms. Predictably, the exile was temporary and short. But while in Loyang, M
Chien took his leisure, enjoying the pleasures of the city ansHventertaining local luminaries, including the eccentric
L2S0G [dz ¢Qdzy3ad

[ dz ¢ Qdzy3Qa fAGSNINE LINRPgS&da YR dzyO2y @Sy lGAz2ylt YIyyS
for political as well as personal reasons. Meng had reado4ectif the Moon" in copies that circulated throughout Loyang
FYR [/ KQlIy3aQly FyR KFR NARIAKGfE& 2dzZRISR GKIFG FNASYRaKA
AO0K2t I NI 2FFAOALFE A YR LISNKIFLEA SOSWyaIda (kKlI & KS SyRISOZ W
Chien favored him with gifts of the most expensive and exclusive caked teas. As a man of wealth and resources, he «
F OljdZANB Iy@ NINB GSI Ay GKS YIFINJSia 27F (Kn§ajpresehtoOradgi (
KaAaASys GKS {2y 2F |1 SI@SyQa 26y G(GSIFod al RS SEOf dzaAx @S¢t &
gold or silver or copper cash could buy Y-sgen tea. It could be acquired, however, but only direct from thadof
0KS SYLISNRBNY b2d I LNRBofSY F2NJ 6KS gAfe& |yR al gge
sovereign was often pried from him by gifts of rare imperial tea. More to the point, the emperor-tésieg was not

above bribing hiswn ministers to keep them happy and close at heel.
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THE "SONG OF TEA"

ldz ¢ Qdzy 3 ¢ NRienSthaikdg harSof fe largé package of exceptionally rare tea. The letter of verse provide
a fascinating glimpse into the early world of the art of tea. Originally entitled "Writing Thanks to Imperial Grand Mast
of Remonstrance Meng for Sending N€ea," the poem became simply known as the "Song of Tea":
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The sun is as high as a tBot measure and five; | am deep asleep.
The general bangs at the gate loud enough to scare the Dukeooi C
He announces that the Grand Master sends a letter;

the white silk cover is triplstamped.

Breaking the vermilion seals, | imagine the Grand Master himself
inspecting these three hundred meshaped tea cakes.

He heard that within the teenountain a path was cut at the New Year,
sending insects rising excitedly on the spring wind.

As the emperor waits to taste Yahgien tea,

the one hundred plants dare not bloom.

Benevolent breezes intimately embrace pearly tea sprouts,

the early sprig coaxing out buds of golden yellow.

Picked fresh, fired till fragrant, then packed and sealed:

G§SIFrQa SaasSyoOoS yR 3J22RySaa Aa LINBaAaSNBSRO

Such venerable tea is meant for princes and nobles;

how did it reach the hut of this mountain hermit?
Thebrushwood gate is closed against vulgar visitors;

all alone, | don my gauze cap, brewing and tasting the tea.
Clouds of green yielding; unceasingly, the wind blows;
radiantly white, floating tea froth congeals against the bowl.
The first bowl moistens niips and throat.

The second bowl banishes my loneliness and melancholy.

The third bowl penetrates my withered entrails,

finding nothing except a literary core of five thousand scrolls.
The fourth bowl raises a light perspiration,

Ol a4 Ay3 fedott$hepagh mypbresdzA G A

The fifth bowl purifies my flesh and bones.

The sixth bowl makes me one with the immortal, feathered spirits.
The seventh bowl | need not drink,

feeling only a pure wind rushing beneath my wings.

Where are the immortal islesof ey’ i t QSy 3t | A K
I, Master Jade Stream, wish instead to ride this pure wind back
To the tea mountain where other immortals gather to oversee the land,
protecting the pure, high places from wind and rain.

Yet, how can | bear knowing the bitter fate of thgriad peasants
toiling beneath the tumbled tea cliffs!

I have but to ask Grand Master Meng about them;

whether they can ever regain some peace.
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[ dz ¢Qdzy3 06S3Ily (K Snockeryydaéscribihgihinself asaullaiywakeried fiors & deep sleep at nearly
YARRI&® | yEtA1S 2FFAOAITA 6K2 NRBAS 0ST2NB Rlgy G2 |47
Moreover, he dreamt of the Duke of Chou, the virtuous minister of antiquity who loomed as pitiaus premonition

2F aSy3a / KASY IyR KAad AAFGP ¢KS ONIaAaKAYy3I NBLR2NILA |
but a general and armed escort with a parcel and message direct from the Grand Remonstrator. The valpeaiage
was signaled by its wrapping of sealed silk and the cover letter providing the exact count of its cerasieps to foil
pilfering. The precautions were warranted, for the gift was quite extraordinary: three hundred round cakes of imperi

tribute tea.

[dz ¢Qdzy3d 46l & &2 &dzZNLINARASR GKIG KS ¢g2yRSNBR 2dzi f 2dzR
NBI OK (GKS Kdzi 2F (GKA& Y2dzy il Ay KSNNA (-hsientéda2Giownofi RSCBRT
estatesd | dzOK2dz F'yR / KQlFy30K2dz ySINI[F1S ¢QFAX GKS GSI
throne. Yanghsien tea was recognized as a rare tea since the first century A.D. in the Han dynasty. In the Book of Te:
N RAAGAY FIHNNRYR | dfOK 205 & GadzLISNA2NE FyR GKIFG FTNRY
case he consideredYafigi A Sy | FAYS GSI agAldK | f2@0Ste& FNIINIyOSc
tea was known by several names, incghglKuchu from the name of the mountain in Huchou where the tea was grown.
¢KS GSI gla tftaz OFffSR &aLIz2NLIX S aLINRdzié¢é | FGSNIJ GKS RI
and cakes. The freshly picked leaves were steamed, grimia paste, and dried in moulds of different shapes: rounds,
dljdzZ- NBasx FyR NBOGlIy3atSad LG 6Fa&d NBO2NRSR GKIFG Ay GKE
LiHsie Ny S ¢K2 aSyid A thsidndistricthalhe trimeS The td@wWéas mukhyadmired by the emperor who
ordered that Huchou be established as an imperial estate. Crown properties were administered by the Househ
Commissioner for Estates, a palace office staffed by high ranking eunuchs who ensured the lipmetsof Yang
hsien and other tribute teas to the throne. There were numerous imperial estates in the south that produced tea for tt
throne; at his discretion, the emperor distributed the cakes as gifts to the imperial family, the aristocracy, amdimesit

officials.
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1N RSOA® t njNayt 2L GnlyiNe 2 fTHOSH  YWMETR dESIS0 RO KNAYS 23S\
tributu.

[dz ¢dzy3 oé&f Gl 1 LINS19ILSyezr 0OS dzO ORBI { Yy NOKTE | sedostdit 5
doOKF GNBS G(G2K20G2 K2NA&] SK 2JaigpN By ynNg R AKyaS nallINN (02 (& 1ied D&

| dzOK2dz I / KUl y3IOK2dz @ 212t N 2ST SN ¢UlFAX o6&f 1 LINI O2
LINBYNK2 &i2ftSGN L2 YNWP KRABYO LRSI MR @WK Of I iZ | @2 {F 6Ylye
| dzOK2dz 2112 ol @FtAGyS20NaG  6Fe2 1 [/ KUlFy3aZOK2dz 211 2- aF

KaASy 2S8SYy2ai ad | NKAYFEOKE YN @ LINEF DK 2agiSy tywe yiIaRz ¥
B6SHiyYOKd¥dzg2 Rt S 2SRy S K2 NEa @2 BHePK 2idz>] S| RS 18351 iyl 1aL.JdzNIIdzN
6SNIDSY2KYSRSK o NP1 §SNBEIIHOSDOBHA MNIE @ DB @X & (RA & a5t tadl
umlely do pasty @za dzOAf & @S F2N¥XI OK NAT yeOK (@I NAYVR2ES A¢ sS85
YYAOK ylIoNBt 2ayLIREBSBY & 2HOA dzy KGA YIDKENE £82 1 | &f thdien. i NJ
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LINE &dlGl1es LIfTLO20é gnlR 2o0aliSye @geaz20S LkRaill gSye
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Yanghsien was among the mostrsyolic tributes of the year, and its arrival at the palace was anxiously awaited. Fres
YR GSYRSNE GKS aLISEFENIe GSF¢ |LIISIENBR SINXIeéex 021 ESR
golden yellow." The tea was, therefore, theNB A Y ISNJ 2 F ALINAYy3IZ F2NJ aGKS 2yS
emperor had the first taste of Ya#tsien tea. Yanysien also had great ritual and ceremonial importance to the emperor
and the annual sacrifices to the imperial ancestors. Prepamatior the event began immediately after the New Year
when the prefect of Huchou ordered repairs to the road leading from the valley into the mountain to accommodate tr
laborers required for the harvest. Soon after, palace eunuchs arrived from the ldapdisect the harvest as local officials
planned the housing, provisioning, and care of the thousands of tea workers coming from the countryside. In the sec
lunar month, the tea was picked and quickly processed into cakes over just a few days fdpwaedeek of special
handling. The tea was carefully inspected and packaged, wrapped in fine white paper and bundled in soft silk satct
then locked in lacquered cases. The shipment of the tribute tea was overseen by palace eunuchs whose logistgcal ex
took command. Invested with broad administrative and military powers, the eunuchs allowed nothing to interfere wit
the safe and speedy passage of the tea.

Thefirstbatchof Yarg & A Sy G Sl 61 & Ol-dh'éen§ ¢h'a)b&ausaitivas piscliedih the séconi month

to the palace in less than ten days by equestrian couriers riding their mounts over a thousand miles to the capital. -
dzZNASyOe 2F GKS SdzydzOKa ¢+ a RNAGSYy o0& (KS OGrirg$esiRal bixp
Purity and Brightness, the fifth day of the third lunar month, the date fixed by tradition when the emperor honored hi
¢Qly3 yOSaluz2NE® ¢KS SdzydzOKa ¢2dzZ R y2d NARAa] GKS NI
t2 / KQFy3aAQly Ay (GKS y2NIKgSadzr (GKS odzZ {1 2F GKS GSI- g1
GQASY tlaas +FtyR GKSYy I3FAyYy o0& o02FG G2 GKS OFLRAGEE & |
of the emperdN\ & LINR @I S GNBFada2NBX GKS GSI gF-a RAGARSR | yR
sacrifice to the ancestors of the dynasty. The rituals were performed by the emperor, who, on fulfilling his filial dutie
returned to the palace Wwere his tea master prepared Yahgien tea.
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hNRAYFNAE @ GKS SYLISNRNRAa -i-®ditingavhaiwasdskilleds it tRe adt &f tedhgé Faoigt T
LINA SaidSaa [ A SKY GldAKG GKS NI o0& KSNJ FFGKSNI FyR
AYLISNARLFE O2yaz2Nlia yR LIftFOS I RASAD -ning, havdwdStheZesipetort
dfft SR FT2NJ KAa 2FFAOALIE GSIF YFaldSN® ¢KS Lching ®&paMtiod { ¢

5

683ly 6AGK GKS G2ladiy3a 2F GKS G&F OF1S FaG GKS oNIT.
flour." In thecauldron, water was heated and a bit of salt thrown into the roiling boil that the master constantly stirred
ONBIFGAY3 | GgKANI LIR2f R24y Ayid2 ogKAOK GKS GSI L2 6RSNEB
billows and overflowyfr 3 FTNR K¢ GKSNBdzL)l2y | RALILISNI 2F K24 ¢ GSNI ¢
2dzi Ayltu2 o02¢ftazr SIFOK aSNBAy3 gta (G2LIISR o0& |y FYLXS
Lifting his bowl in salute, the emperdr2 2 { G KS OS NB Y 2 y Ahisién ted, B forlfil dnd dubpiciouS gestarer
that declared Spring had officially begun.

CFNJ FNRY / KQIy3aQly 2y [ SaaSNI { {2hgiéntea $is tokagd wizs htrididayhis |
YIYYSNI gl a a F2N¥IE a 0KS SYLISNBNRad® {SSTAy3a GNI yI
doors. Before preparing the tea, he made himself ready, donning his silk gauze cap, focusing on the task at hand, c:
concentrating on preparing and brewing the imperial tea. He listened for the first boil of the water and sighted bubble
GKS &aATS 2F aFAakK SeSaszé¢ F2tt2¢6SR o6& (KS aSO2yR 0624
with the measureof tea powder, then there ensued a quiet simmering as the tea brewed. Looking into the cauldron, L
¢Qdzy3 AYlIIAYSR (GKS O2y@SOGAy3a GSI G2 0S oAtt2eAiy3a a
[ FREAY3 2dzi I ASRDAKIITAVA T QaANIARAIRYWANEG SKAGSE FNRGK

it cooled and clung against the bowl.
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Froth is the floreate essence of the brew. Froth that is thiraied mo; thick froth is call po; that which is fine and light is
called hua, floreate essence .... Mo froth resembles date blossoms floating lightly upon a circular jade pool or gre
blooming duckweed whirling along the winding bank or layered clowdsifig in a fine clear sky. Froth resembles moss
floating in tidal sands or chrysanthemum flowers fallen into an ancient ritual bronze.

[dz , N fa2 ¢gNRGS GKIFIG GKS FTANRG OF df RNRyQa oNBg g1 a
Y2ald AydSNBaldAy3d FSIFGdNBe Ly GKS aldSNAF aSRAOIZ @Sl
and bitter." The phenomenon of tea tasting both bitter and sweet rests in sipping tea. On the tongue, the bitter taste
tea stimuhtes the flow of saliva that then mixes with the tea and alters its taste from bitter to sweet. Human saliv
contains salivary amylase, an enzyme that converts carbohydrates into sugars. Bitter tea, especially green tea, is
sweettea. Teaofgreatqfiah 1 @ 61 & 2F G Sy Q) fapdetR nané for SeSestial Fostigrs of infinike Yurity,
lightness, and sweetness. In Taoism, sweet dew was an essence that came from Heaven. Celestial descent of swee
sanctioned virtuous rule as intoned bye Taate ching (Scripture of the Way and Power) in chapter 32:

The Tao is constant, but nameless.

Although the Primal Simplicity is small,

All under Heaven submit to it.

If lords and princes would but embrace it,

The myriad creatures would dh@mage to them;

Heaven and Earth would harmonize to send sweet dew.
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O9YLISNBNR 2F GKS Iy Reyladesz YAy R Taygbuiles®Hried @dlians iyf thaipalace y
ddzodzNpa G2 OF GOK GKS a6SSdi RS¢> GKS araday 27 1 SH@SyQs
mirrors atop high masts rising to the sky, sweet dew was collected and then imbibed tmteréomgevity and attain

AYY2NIF E AG-ORAYFTS K& [ KQF2f € 26SR AYLISNAIt LINBOSRSydY

LG Aa NBO2NRSR Ay (GKS wSO2NRa 2F (GKS C2NNSNJ {2y3 (K
Buddhist monk Tachi on Mount Pakung. The iffol  LINB LI NER GSI F2NJ 6KSY®d t NAyO
46580 RS6 2F GKS AYY2NIlLtaH 126 Oy Ad 68 OLtfSR G8¢
& 481 61 a a
SNBR (KS KS
Boe tAYy|1AyYyS3

¢2 GKS LINAYyOSs GKS GFradasS 2F GKS 2fR Y2y
neOl I NE a6SSi RSogd a2NB2@0SNE [dz , N O2yaiR
STFTAOFOez (SF NAGlIfa odd a6SSG RSgée GKSN
immortality.

[dz , SE4I08 Ay KA& AyadNdzOGAz2y GKFIG aF2N GSF 2F & dzLIS NE
the perfect number in tea and Taoism. As a prime, three was especially potent in the Taoist naming of fundamental thir
Three Primordialst KNBS t NAYFNE +A0GFfA0ASas ¢KNBS t26SNARX YAyYya
| K-@hing by using three as a mystical constant. For instance, the bronze brazier he used as a tea stove was a tripod
three legs, three vents, thraéascriptions, three trigrams, three elements, and three cardinal animals. By using the numbe
GKNBES> [dz ,N FRKSNBR G2 ¢F2A404 LINFOGAOS FTYyR FFAGK Ay
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Three bowls of tea was prescriptive and closely related to the Taoist belied as a food and herbal drug. The Book of
¢Sl glta FdAf 2F jd2iSa 2y GKS LKeaAz2t23A0rIf STFSOGa
used to treat mental depression. One suffering soul wrote candidly in a heavy bufFtdgie O2 Yy FSaaiz2y
O2yFdzaSR FyR YSflyOKz2fed L KI@S Ftgleda NBftASR 2y N
C22R y20SR GKIFI{G aiGSIFHYT 6KSy GF{1Sy 2@0SNI I f2y3 LIEABK?ZI
[A1SorAaSE GKS 5Aa02d2NES 2y C22R NBO2NRSR GKIG daoAdbi
0K2dzZa3KG®dE ¢St gl & dzaSR Ay AGNAOG RASGINE NBIAYSyYya Y
ofteaendowed 2y 3S@PAGE FyR S@Syildzrf AYY2NIlIfAGED LY C22RA
over a long time bestows immortality." Taken in an ascetic, vegetarian diet that allowed no meat nor grain nor alliu
¢ClF2Aada al AR/ &l KiFKIS (6S2rR&G fIAYIRK G NF yaF2NXa (KS 02y Saé¢ o dz
the monastery, tea was notably substituted for the evening meal and drunk as an aid to study and meditiation. Tac
adepts employed tea as a stimulant to cleard concentrate the mind during long and intense periods of meditation,
especially focusing on the mind and body as an alchemical vessel in the creation of the elixir of never ending life
enhance their powers of concentration, they relied on tea insistent and effective doses, utilizing the physiological
effects of the herb to alter mood and particularly to achieve heightened states of consciousness and enlightenment. Tt
08 dzaAy3d GKNBS 02¢fta 2F GSIFZ [dd OKNASBRWB A& S®RLIFED Pl
also stressed the essentially pharmaceutical nature of the herb and its precise prescriptive use in mental health and Te
meditation.

la | ¢+F2raadG FyR S O2yy2AaaSdBNR dzl A PaAzyBaAl¥ySHE KE d
b{2y3 2F ¢SIIh [dz ¢Qdzyd RSaZONAOSR G(G(KS LIKeaAOlIf aSyal
on his body and mind.

The first bowl moistens my lips and throat.

The second bowldmishes my loneliness and melancholy.
The third bowl penetrates my withered entrails,

finding nothing except a literary core of five thousand scrolls.

The stimulatingand moe® K y3Ay 3 SFFSOiGa 2F GSI ¢S NBecontl bobl) aR®witH LILIF
0KS GKANRZ KAa&a KSFENI ¢Fa LXdzYoSR® ! FGSNIF fAFSGAYS 2
theine concentrate. His head lightened, his mind cleared and sharpened, his senses elevated, his thougtaisacetre
AYALIANBRI IyR KAa SyYyGANB o0SAy3 FfE22RSR 6A0K KAa @I af
reached the ultimate of the tea experience in both feeling and connoisseurship.
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'O 0SKSY [dz ¢dzyd208& RNHzZKS YAaleée 4S8 LINRP2SE@Sf ¥dza NR Vv dzizd
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, S0 NBYINJlofeées [dz ¢Qdzy3d O2yGAydzSR RNAYylAy3IxZ GF1Ay3
ar'tt 2F GKS o0Sad dGradAay3a G4SIH Aa Ay Ut FouRhantdHifth bowis Bf ted S (
I NE SEOSaargsS oodd 2yS Ydzad y2G RNAYy]l Y2NBob . dzi [ dz
sensations that altered his body and spirit:

The fourth bowl raises a light perspiration,

Ol & 0 A yhaquifiea cutSHooaigh my pores.

The fifth bowl purifies my flesh and bones.

The sixth bowl makes me one with the immortal, feathered spirits.
The seventh bowl | need not drink,

feeling only a pure wind rushing beneath my wings.

AN v oA A v oA o~

With the sixthbowft [ dz ¢ Qdzy 3 SEOSSRSR [dz , NQ&d LINBAONRLIIAZ2Y 27
F3rAyad Fye Y2NB® 'a | O2yy2A&a4SdaNE [dz ¢Qdzy3d (Kdza 3N
recalled the furtherwords of LUNY &Ly SFFAOFO&x (SI NAQGIta oddd a6SSi
iKS 60SyAady OStSaidAalrt SaasSyo0Sz (KS KSI@Syte StAEANS 27
powers of concentration and percéph, creating a transcendent state.

la [dz ¢Qdzyd 6l & lo2dzi (G2 RNAY] |y SEGNI2NRAYINE aSg:
him flying. Airborne, he left the last bowl behind as he soared as a feathered spirit searchimctiiredti for the fabled

Y2dzy Gl Ay 2F tQSy3tlAx GKS ¢r2AadG AatsS 2F (KS AYY2NI
0S@2yR G(GKS LKSy2YSylf @g2NIRd ¢KSy fAGSNIffte NBYSWYoSI
AyaiSIFER F2NJ | dzOK2dz FyR GKS SIFNIKfe GSIF Y2dzydlFrAy G2

GAYR FYR NYAYE (2 ydzNI dzhslen téaKAS heamGdel$ abdut the ted planik, $ig wias fiddenly
struckbyagreatpyd 2F 02yaOASyOS FyR ¢l 2A480 OKIFENAGEd / NBAYy3
G2AtAy3 o0SySIHiK G(KS Gdzyot SR GSI Ot AFFaHé wSFEAT Ay |
desireto know of any relle F2NJ G KS GSIF 62NJSNERP® Ly KAa fSGAGSNI 27
20f AljdzSt e O2YLI NAYy3I aSy3a (2 (GKS NARIKIGS2dza 5dz1S 2F [/ &
some small assurance of the peasants amalrtfate.
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TEA CZAR

LF [dz ¢Qdzy3d 61 & SOSNI IABSY Fye O2YTFT2NI o6& KAA LI GNR)
Influential though he ws, Meng Chien had no authority in determining state policy on tea. That power came to lay in th

KFyRa 2F 2Fy3a I I OKAST YAYAaAaGSNI G GKS AYLISNALFE C
azy2Llfte |/ 2Y Ychashi 8 gveru®dtiiteShat oversaw the collection of taxes on tea. Wang was de fact
68 OTFNJ YR LXI&@8SR I RSOAaAABS NRtS Ay GKS GFEFGAZY

¢Qdzy3d INIGAGFGSR (2 KAWL SNY DNR REYSIR / KA SYKF yRKA S YN
0S0OlFdzasS 2F GKSANI Ot 2aS NBflFliA2ya gAGK GKS GKNBYS I yF
special bond as classmates in the imperial examinations. Othertligaemperor, there was no one with finer tea than

2y3 [ F® hiKSNJ GKIYy GKS t+r3GS alAyd 2F dSFX [dz , NT (K

OL&aSs 21y3 I IyR [dz ¢Qdzy3 Fdzf TAI {BR YhizaidaA & SNIPE SNBE
RAAGNAOG ySFENI GKS a2dziKSNY 31 GS 2F / KQFy3Qlys aLISyRA
a4 YdzOK 2F (GKS NINBad Sk Fa KS O2dz R LiydocatkaawhsimorRiNany |

considerable, and in terms of the common practice of tea, his tolerance and use of its physiological effects v
SEGNI 2NRAYLEFNE® [dz ¢Qdzyd RAR y28G aGANI 2y 3 y2NI FF NI FN

When Wang Ya took control of the Commis@ion i KS ¢ QFy3 S+ YIN]J SO 61 a 6St¢
century, whenYangl A A Sy GSI 461 a FANRG LINBaSyiSR (2 (GKS GKNRYS:
ounces of caked tea. Production was labor intensive, the lehaespicked during the early morning hours of a few
absolutely clear, cloudless days. Each tea cake weighed less than an ounce but hundreds of thousands of leaf buds
required to make every cake. The tea was much admired by the emperor, who orderddrregpute from Mount Ku

chu in 770 A.D. An imperial estate was then established in Huchou to producén&andor the throne. Not only was
the tea of excellent quality but high in production as well. By 781 A.D., the annual tea tribute was oveowosenth
pounds; the amount grew exponentially as each year passed. In the ninth century A.D., thirty thousand peasants harve
the annual Yandpsien crop; the leaves were processed by a thousand more. Multiplied by the other imperial estates pl
private and corporate tea production, the work force devoted to tea throughout the empire was as great as any othe
product and mitigated only by the harvest seasons. In 817 A.D., nearly one million pounds of tea were stored in
SYLISNRNDa (¢2 aadahTddofied marketdor téadehishe i more vast and supplied a great demand withi
the country and abroad. In terms of consumption, market and production, tea was so ubiquitous that it was treated a:
veritable commodity. Tea became a common thingnecessity of life-and as a necessity, it was, of course, taxed.
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The first duty on tea was state imposed in 782 A.D. at ten percent of the average market price, the same rate as laco
bamboo, and timber. In addition to the imperial tea gardens, fine teas were produced without regulation by pridate
cooperative operations comprised of independent farmers, monasteries, and landowners. Such teas were routin
recommended by local officials for the annual tribute to the throne. In 793 A.D., the tea tax took the form of a ten perce
trade duty paidin cash by tea merchants. Annual revenues from tea were minor, amounting to one twelfth of the cas
brought in by the state salt monopoly. However, the tea revenues were considerable enough to incite bureaucra
wrangling and misuse of funds, becomingalaject of political and finanacial import and institutional graft. Moreover,
the market continued to expand along with high profits, and tea thus became an attractive target for bandits, dishone
merchants, and corrupt provincial officials. Yet, despiteproblems, the tea market and the system to tax it worked

relatively well for over fifty years up until the disastrous policies of Wang Ya.

¢CKS LREAGAOLIE FILtf 2F 2Fy3a F 0683ty ¢A( Kifthinbrith ol 83B5NIDR 2
when the emperor appointed him Area Commander Unequaled in Honor (Chinese: k'ai-fu i-t'ung sanssu),

a high honorific title equal in prestige to the Three Dukes of antiquity, the paramount aides to the ruler and the highe
possible rank in officialdom. The title permitted Wang Ya to staff a private office in the outer palace, a privilege tiat gree
extended his already formidable power and one that gave him a distinct advantage over his political enemies among
court officials and palace eunuchs. With the blatant favoritism of the throne for Wang confirmed, the enmity of hi
opponents grew and hardened. But much to their chagrin, Wang Ya became even more powerful.
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In the tenth month, the emperor ordered the establishment of a new regulatory commission, the Tea Monopoly, ar
Wang Ya was created a commissioner by imperial appointment. The move was in response to internal streesses or
LINPRdzOGA2Y YR dzy OSNIFAYGASE Ay (GKS YIENJ]SG GKFG KIF
Szechwan, was sacked and large areas of the tea growing region laid waste. Seasonal disruptions in tea harvests in
parts of the sath finally forced the state takeover of tea production. The emperor was advised to create the Te

Monopoly by Wang Ya who stood to gain enormous wealth and power as its chief commissioner.

As planned, Wang Ya acted swiftly amthlessly, enacting draconian measures to utterly change the tea market. He
ordered all production transferred and confined to state plantations; private manufacture was illegal and prohibited. Ev
harsher rules were imposed. All tea plants were orderadisplanted to government estates, and furthermore, private
stocks of processed tea were ordered destroyed. The reaction was immediate and predictable. The tea market fluctue
wildly on rumors of the impending monopoly, petty officials made small fa$unading in secret information, merchant
and connoisseurs hoarded stocks and hid inventories, shortages occurred and prices rose, the market collapsed a
lucrative black market thrived, and displaced tea farmers and merchants joined criminal gdegsitothe business they
knew best. Peasant and merchant opposition to the policies was so overwhelmingly violent that the throne and cot
GSNE I ROAASR GKIFIG G2 SyT2NOS GKS 2NRSNBR 2y (St (hans 3
into resistance in the hills." Wang Ya hesitated but did not rescind his orders. Unknown to him, certain events were alre
Ay LXIFe (2 oNARYy3d R2gy (GUKS ¢SI az2y2LRfteé yR SyadaNB 2|
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SWEET DEW

Ironically, it was the emperor who made certain that his favorite minister was destroyed. EmperetsWentwice
attempted to rid himself othe powerful eunuch clique that controlled the throne, and twice he failed. The first plans
were discovered when word was leaked. On his second try -A(erg engaged two high courtiers to assassinate the chief
eunuchs. The three agreed to absolute secréigtracted and tormented by his palace eunuchs and fearful of the secret
scheme being discovered, Emperor \Wsang gave little thought to warning Wang Ya about the plan. The plot involved
the report of an omen, the investigation of the event, and thebaush of the eunuchs and their henchmen. The attack
would take place in the early hours of the morning within the palace precincts just outside the gates of the inner pala
The outer palaces held the court and administrative offices of the bureaucraeyiniiar palace was comprised of the
SYLISNRNRD& LINARGIFGS 2FFAOSEAs: KFEHffax YR NBaARSYyOSa&Izydy
personal secretaries, a few Héin scholars, were restricted to their offices and accompanyiegemperor. Staffed by
eunuchs, the palace servants were the only other males allowed within the inner palace. Under strong emperors,
eunuchs served the imperial household; under weak emperors, the eunuchs served themselves and bullied and abt
their masters. Wertsung was weak, but he wanted desperately to rid himself of his eunuch handlers. The plan was
play on the superstitions of the eunuchs and lure them from the inner to the outer palace and kill them before the purt
was stopped by the ewrth-controlled palace army.







