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V roce 2008, kdyȌ Steven D. Owyoung publikoval tuto svoji ƻōǎłƘƭƻǳ esej ǇǌƛōƭƛȌǳƧƝŎƝ ȌƛǾƻǘƴƝ 

ǵŘŠƭ autora αYƴƛƘȅ ƻ őŀƧƛά Lu WǸho a Lu Tonga, autora nejslaǾƴŠƧǑƝ ōłǎƴŠ ƻ őŀƧƛ ȊƴłƳŞ pod 

ȊƪǊłŎŜƴȇƳ ƴłȊǾŜƳ α{ŜŘƳ ƳƛǎŜƪ őŀƧŜά, jsem prłǾŠ ŘƻƪƻƴőƻǾŀƭ ǾȇǎǘŀǾōǳ ǎǾŞ ǇǊǾƴƝ őŀƧƻǾƴȅ 

{ǘŀǊȇ aƛǎǘǊΣ ƪǘŜǊł ǎŜ ƴŀŎƘłȊŜƭŀ Ǿ WŜǊǳȊŀƭŞƳǎƪŞ ulici sotva ulici od IƭŀǾƴƝƘƻ ƴłŘǊŀȌƝ v Praze. 

V ǘŞ ŘƻōŠ ǾǊŎƘƻƭƛƭ ǊƻȊƪǾŠǘ őŜǎƪŞ ŀ ƳƻǊŀǾǎƪŞ őŀƧƻǾŞ kultury a v ƳŞ zemi se ƴŀŎƘłȊŜƭƻ 

ƴŜŎŜƭȇŎƘ ǘƛǎƝŎ őŀƧƻǾŜƴ. Na trhu sŜ ǎȅǇŀƴȇƳ őŀƧŜƳ ǇŀƴƻǾŀƭŀ ȊŘǊŀǾł ƪƻƴƪǳǊŜƴŎŜΣ v ƴƻǾƛƴłŎƘ 

se pǎŀƭƻ ƻ ǘƻƳΣ ȌŜ v ƴŀǑƝ republice je v ǊłƳŎƛ Evropy ƴŜƧǾƝŎŜ őŀƧƻǾŜƴ ƴŀ jednoho obyvatele. 

WŜ ƻǘłȊƪƻǳΣ ƧŜǎǘli toƳǳ ǘŀƪ ǎƪǳǘŜőƴŠ ōȅƭƻΦ bƛŎƳŞƴŠ ōȅƭƻ bezeǎǇƻǊƴŞ, ȌŜ ǎŜ ǇƛǘƝ őƝƳ ŘłƭŜ ǘƝƳ 

ƪǾŀƭƛǘƴŠƧǑƝŎƘ őŀƧǻ ǘŠǑƛƭƻ Ǿ ƴŀǑƛŎƘ ƭǳȊƝŎƘ ŀ ƘłƧƝŎƘ ƻōzvƭłǑǘƴƝ ƻōƭƛōŠ ŀ Ƴȅ ƧǎƳŜ ǘǳǘƻ ǾłǑŜƶ ǇǊƻ 

ƪǳƭǘƛǾƻǾŀƴŞ ǘǊłǾŜƴƝ ǾƻƭƴŞƘƻ őŀǎǳ ǾŜ ǎǇƻƭŜőƴƻǎǘƛ ŘƻōǊȇŎƘ ǇǌłǘŜƭ ƴŜōƻ ǇǌƝƧŜƳƴŞ ƪƴƝȌƪȅ 

ŜȄǇƻǊǘƻǾŀƭƛ Řƻ ŎŜƭŞƘƻ ½łǇŀŘǳΦ 

hōŘƻōƝ ǊƻȊƪǾŠǘǳ ƴŀǑƝ őŀƧƻǾŞ ƪǳƭǘǳǊȅ ƻōƴŀȌƛƭƻ ǎƛƭƴŞ ƛ ǎƭŀōŞ ǎǘǊłƴƪȅ ǘƻƘƻǘƻ ŀǎƛƧǎƪŞƘƻ 

fenomŞƴǳ ƪƻǌŜƴƝŎƝƘƻ v ȊłǇŀŘƴƝƳ ƪǳƭǘǳǊƴƝƳ ƻƪǊǳƘǳΦ ½ǌŜƧƳŠ ƴŜƧǾŠǘǑƝƳ ƴŜǑǾŀǊŜƳΣ ƪǘŜǊȇ 

ōǊłƴƛƭ ǵǎǇŠǑƴŞƳǳ ŜƪƻƴƻƳƛŎƪŞƳǳ ǊƻȊǾƻƧƛ őŀƧƻǾŞƘƻ ƻŘǾŠǘǾƝΣ ōȅƭŀ ŀbsencŜ ǎŜǊƛƽȊƴƝŎƘ 

ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀŎƝΦ PamatǳƧƛ ǎƛΣ Ƨŀƪ ƧǎŜƳ ƳŠƭΣ Ŏƻōȅ ǇǊƻŘŜƧŎŜΣ ǾŜƭƛƪȇ ǇǊƻōƭŞƳ ȊƧƛǎǘƛǘ ƻ ƴŀƪǳǇƻǾŀƴȇŎƘ 

őŀƧƝŎƘ ǾŠŎƴŞ ŀ ǇǊŀǾŘŠ ǎŜ ōƭƝȌƝŎƝ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀŎŜΦ 2ŀǎǘƻ Ƴƛ ǊǻȊƴƝ ŘƻŘŀǾŀǘŜƭŞ ǇǊƻŘłǾŀƭƛ ǎǘŜƧƴȇ őŀƧ 

pod ƻŘƭƛǑƴȇƳƛ ƴłzvy a jednou se mƛ ŘƻƪƻƴŎŜ ǎǘŀƭƻΣ ȌŜ ƛ Ǿ ƻŘƭƛǑƴȇŎƘ ƪŀǘŜƎƻǊƛƝŎƘΦ !ƴƛ 

ŘƻǎǘǳǇƴł ǘƛǑǘŠƴł ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŀ ƴŜōƻ ǎǘǊłƴƪȅ ƴŀ internetu ǘŜƘŘȅ ƴŜǇƻǎƪȅǘƻǾŀƭƛ ŘƻǎǘŀǘŜőƴƻǳ 

ƻǇƻǊǳ ǇǊƻ ƴŀōȅǘƝ ǾŠŎƴŞƘƻ ȊƴŀƭƻǎǘƴƝƘƻ ŀǇŀǊłǘǳΦ ! ǘŀƪ ǎŜ Ǿȇǳƪŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴłƭǳ őŀƧƻǾƴȅΣ ƛƴǘŜǊŀƪŎŜ 

s ƻōŎƘƻŘƴƝƪȅ őƛ ƪƻƳǳƴƛƪŀŎŜ ǎ hosty ǇƻŘƻōŀƭŀ ǎǇƝǑŜ ǘŀnci v minƻǾŞƳ poli ƴŜȌ ǇǌƝƧŜƳƴŞmu 

edukatiǾƴƝƳǳ ǊƻȊƘƻǾƻǊǳΦ bŜǘǌŜōŀ ǇƻŘƻǘȇƪŀǘΣ ȌŜ ȊƳŀǘŜƴƝ ƴŜōƻ ŘŜƳƻǘƛǾƻǾŀƴƝ ƘƻǎǘŞ ǎi 

poroǾƴłǾŀƭƛ ǇƻǎƪȅǘƻǾŀƴŞ ǇƻȊƴŀǘƪȅ ǎ ǾƭŀǎǘƴƝƳƛ zkǳǑŜƴƻǎǘƛ Ȋ cest po Orientu a tak byl 

ǇŜǊǎƻƴłƭ őƛ ƳŀƧƛǘŜƭŞ ǎǳōƧŜƪǘǻ ǇǻǎƻōƝŎƝŎƘ ƴŀ ǾŜȊŘŜƧǑƝƳ őŀƧƻǾŞƳ trhu konfrontovłny 

s tvrdou ǊŜŀƭƛǘƻǳ ǎǾŞ ȊŀƻǎǘŀƭƻǎǘƛΦ  

tǊłŎŜ jako ta Stevena D. Owyounga bylŀ ǇǊƻǘƻ ǇǊƻ ƪŀȌŘŞƘƻ őŀƧƻǾŞƘƻ ƴŀŘǑŜƴŎŜ 

ǇƻȌŜƘƴłƴƝƳΦ L ǇǊƻǘƻ ƧǎŜƳ ǎƛ ǇǊƻ ǾƭŀǎǘƴƝ ǇƻǘǌŜōǳ ǾȅǘǾƻǌƛƭ ǘŜƴǘƻ ǇǌŜƪƭŀŘ ŀ ƴȅƴƝ ƧŜƧ Ǿ ǇǻǾƻŘƴƝ 

ǇƻŘƻōŠ (ǘŜŘȅ ƧŜǑǘŠ ǇǌŜŘ ƪƻǊŜƪǘǳǊŀƳƛΣ ƪǘŜǊŞ őŀǎŜƳ ŘƻŘŠƭłƳ) ǇǊŀŎƻǾƴŠ ȊǾŜǌŜƧƶǳƧƛΦ   

WƛǌƝ !ltior, zakladatel IRKD, 13. 11. 2021 Praha 

OBSAH 

ESEJ STEVENA D. OWYOUNGA: LU TONG & αtN{9d 2AJEά......................................................................................... 1 

S95a aL{9Y 2!W9.............................................................................................................................................. 3 

LU TUNG A LU YU ............................................................................................................................................. 5 

2!Wh±º {±=¢9/................................................................................................................................................. 7 

Ph¦{¢9±bNY ½ Ihw¸ SUNG................................................................................................................................ 16 

B#{bNY ......................................................................................................................................................... 23 

PN{9d h 2AJI .................................................................................................................................................. 27 

2!Wh±º /!w ................................................................................................................................................... 45 

S[!5Y# wh{! ................................................................................................................................................. 51  



Lb{¢L¢¦¢ w9b9{!b/9 Y¦[¢¦wbNIh 5=5L/¢±N ς STEVEN D. OWYOUNG: LU TONG & αtN{9d 2!W9ά 
 

 

 
1 

ESEJ STEVENA D. OWYOUNGA: LU TONG & αtN{9d 2!W9ά 
¢!hL{¢L/Y; Yhy9b¸ {95aL aL{9Y 

ннΦ Řǳōƴŀ нллу ōȅƭ ƴŀ ǎǘǊłƴƪłŎƘ http://chadao.blogspot.cz ǳǾŜǌŜƧƴŠƴ ǘŜȄǘ {Φ 5Φ hǿȅƻǳƴƎŀΣ ƪǘŜǊȇ ǇǌƛōƭƛȌƻǾŀƭ Řƻōǳ ǾȊƴƛƪǳ 

ƴŜƧǇǌŜƪƭłŘŀƴŠƧǑƝ [ǳ ¢ǳƴƎƻǾƛ ōłǎƴŠΣ ƧŜƧƝȌ ǎƻǳőłǎǘƝ ƧŜ ǎƭŀǾƴł ǇŀǎłȌ ƻ ǎŜŘƳƛ ƳƛǎƪłŎƘ őŀƧŜΦ tǌƛ ǎǾŞ ǇǊłŎƛ ƴŀ ǇǌŜƪƭŀŘǳ ŀ 

ǇǌŜōłǎƴŠƴƝ ǘŞǘƻ ōłǎƴŠ Řƻ őŜǎƪŞƘƻ ƧŀȊȅƪŀ ƧǎŜƳ ǾȅŎƘłȊŜƭ ƛ Ȋ ǘƻƘƻǘƻ ǘŜȄǘǳ ŀ ǇǊƻ ǇǊŀŎƻǾƴƝ ǵőŜƭȅ ƧǎŜƳ ǾȅƘƻǘƻǾƛƭ ƻǊƛŜƴǘŀőƴƝ 

ǇǌŜƪƭŀŘΣ ƪǘŜǊȇ ǇǊƻ ǵǇƭƴƻǎǘ ǇǌƛƪƭłŘłƳΦ  

Zdroje textu jsou: 
­ http:// chadao.blogspot.cz/2008/04/lu-tung-and-song-of-tea-taoist-origins.html 

­ http://chadao.blogspot.cz/2008/04/lu-tung-and-song-of-tea-taoist-origins_23.html 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

[ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎ ŀƴŘ α{ƻƴƎ ƻŦ ¢ŜŀάΥ ¢ƘŜ ¢ŀƻƛǎǘ hǊƛƎƛƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŜǾŜƴ .ƻǿƭǎ 
by S. D. Owyoung 

 
 [[EDITOR'S NOTE: By now Steven Owyoung, one of the world's authorities on tea and a veteran contributor to CHA DAO, 

will need no introduction. His topic in this essay is the "Song of Tea," one of the most quoted (and perhaps least understood) 

pieces of ancient literature on tea. Few even of our most learned readers will know the details amassed in this fascinating 

essay, which expertly weaves together elements of biography, history, Daoist thought, human physiology and nutrition, 

numerology, and tea culture, in a virtuoso illumination of this famous poem. (Along the way, he also sheds some important 

light on the Cha Jing of Lu Yu.) Unless otherwise indicated, all translations (including that of the "Song of Tea" itself) are 

Owyoung's own. His new English version of the entire "Song of Tea" -- a text far more substantial than the excerpt usually 

cited -- first appeared in Beatrice Hohenegger's Liquid Jade: The Story of Tea from East to West (St Martin's Press 2007) 

pp. 20-21. The complete translation appears here, in very slightly revised form. Because of its substantial size, this essay 

will appear in two parts.]] 

http://chadao.blogspot.cz/2008/04/lu-tung-and-song-of-tea-taoist-origins.html
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SEVEN BOWLS OF TEA 
 
¢ƘŜ ά{ƻƴƎ ƻŦ ¢Ŝŀέ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ōŜƭƻǾŜŘ ǘŜŀ ǇƻŜƳǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƻǾŜǊΦ Lǘǎ ǾŜǊǎŜǎ ƻƴ άǎŜǾŜƴ ŎǳǇǎέ ƻŦ ǘŜŀ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ 

ŀǎ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ǘƻŘŀȅ ŀǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ƛƴ /Ƙƛƴŀ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¢ΩŀƴƎ Řȅƴŀǎǘȅ όсму-906 A.D.). The Song 

ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳǇƻǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƻƛǎǘ ǊŜŎƭǳǎŜ [ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎ όттр-уор !Φ5ΦύΣ ŀ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ ǇƻŜǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴƴƻƛǎǎŜǳǊ ƻŦ ǘŜŀΦ [ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎ ǿŀǎ 

inspired by a gift of tea from an official high in the ranks of the imperial court. The tea was named Yang-hsien, after the 

ƎŀǊŘŜƴǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƎǊƻǿƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƳǇŜǊƻǊΦ {ǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΣ [ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎ ōǊŜǿŜŘ 

the tea and drank. Bowl after bowl, he felt the tea transform him until it seemed that he became immortal. The story of 

[ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎ ς his life, poetry, and tea -- ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀƴ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά{ƻƴƎ ƻŦ ¢Ŝŀέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛŘȅƭƭƛŎ ōǳǘ ŦǊŀƎƛƭŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ ¢ΩŀƴƎ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘƛΦ 
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SEDM aL{9Y 2!W9 

 
 5łƭŜ ƧŜƴ αtƝǎŜƶ 2ŀƧŜϦ ƧŜ ƧŜŘƴƻǳ Ȋ ƴŜƧƻōƭƝōŜƴŠƧǑƝŎƘ őŀƧƻǾȇŎƘ ōłǎƴƝΣ ƪǘŜǊł ƧŜ ȊƴłƳł Ǉƻ ŎŜƭŞƳ ǎǾŠǘŠΦ WŜƧƝ ǾŜǊǑŜ ƻ αǎŜŘƳƛ 

ǑłƭŎƝŎƘά őŀƧŜ Ƨǎƻǳ ǎƭŀǾƴŞ ŘƴŜǎ ǎǘŜƧƴŠΣ Ƨŀƪƻ ƪŘȅȌ ōȅƭȅ Ǿ 2ƝƴŠ ƴŀǇǎłƴȅ ǇǌŜŘ ǾƝŎŜ ƴŜȌ ǘƛǎƝŎƛ ƭŜǘȅ Ȋŀ ǾƭłŘȅ ŘȅƴŀǎǘƛŜ ¢ϥŀƴƎ όсму-

флс ƴŀǑŜƘƻ ƭŜǘƻǇƻőǘǳύΦ tƝǎŜƶ ōȅƭŀ ǎƭƻȌŜƴŀ ǘŀƻƛǎǘƛŎƪȇƳ ƳƴƛŎƘŜƳ [ǳ ¢ǳƴƎŜm (775-уорύΣ ǎƭŀǾƴȇƳ ōłǎƴƝƪŜƳ ŀ ȊƴŀƭŎŜƳ őŀƧŜΦ 

[ǳ ¢ǳƴƎŀ ƛƴǎǇƛǊƻǾŀƭ ŘŀǊ őŀƧŜ ƻŘ ƻŦƛŎƛłƭƴƝƘƻ ǾȅǎƻŎŜ ǇƻǎǘŀǾŜƴŞƘƻ ǵǌŜŘƴƝƪŀ ŎƝǎŀǌǎƪŞƘƻ ŘǾƻǊŀΦ 2ŀƧ ǎŜ ƧƳŜƴƻǾŀƭ Ǉƻ ȊŀƘǊŀŘŠ 

Yang-IǎƛŜƴΣ ƪŘŜ ǎŜ ǇŠǎǘƻǾŀƭ ǾȇƘǊŀŘƴŠ ǇǊƻ ŎƝǎŀǌŜΦ tǌŜƪǾŀǇŜƴȇ ŀ ȊłǊƻǾŜƶ ǇƻǘŠǑŜƴȇ [ǳ ¢ǳƴƎ őŀƧ ǳǾŀǌƛƭ ŀ ƴŀǇƛƭ ǎŜ ƘƻΦ aƛǎƪǳ 

Ǉƻ ƳƛǎŎŜ ŎƝǘƛƭΣ Ƨŀƪ Ƙƻ őŀƧ ǇǊƻƳŠƶǳƧŜΣ ŀȌ ǎŜ Ƴǳ ȊŘłƭƻΣ ȌŜ ǎŜ ǎǘŀƭ ƴŜǎƳǊǘŜƭƴȇƳΦ tǌƝōŠƘ [ǳ Tunga ς jeho ȌƛǾƻǘΣ ǇƻŜȊƛŜ ƛ őŀƧ ς 

ǳƳƻȌƶǳƧƝ ǇƻǊƻȊǳƳŠǘ αtƝǎƴƛ ƻ őŀƧƛά ƛ ƛŘȅƭƛŎƪŞƳǳΣ ōȅǙ ƪǌŜƘƪŞƳǳ ǎǾŠǘǳ ¢ϥŀƴƎǎƪȇŎƘ ƭƛǘŜǊłǘǻΦ 
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[¦ ¢Ω¦bD !b5 [¦ ¸« 
 
[ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎ ƘŀǊŘƭȅ ƭƛǾŜŘ ŀ ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎ ƭƛŦŜΦ IŜ ǿŀǎΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭΣ ŀ ƎŜƴǘƭŜƳŀƴ ƻŦ ƭŜƛǎǳǊŜΦ LƴŘŜŜŘΣ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǎƛȄǘȅ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ƘŜ ƭƛǾed in 

retirement, realizing the literati dream of being free from the dusty world to write and pursue artistic pastimes. Erudite 

and cultured, he was a poet of considerable eccentricity and a noted connoisseur of fine tea. For a time, he lived as a 

hermit in the mountains near the eastern capital. His lofty, independent style was admired by the wealthy and the 

ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŦǊŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻƛƭ ŦƻǊ Ǌŀƴƪ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŜΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƭƻƻƪ ǘƻ [ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 

ideal among them, unsullied and beyond the fray. Fame for Lu the recluse was unfortunate but rewarding. And in truth, 

his celebrity kept him in the highest company and in the rarest tea. Yet, the farther from solitude he strayed, the closer 

he came to the imperial court and its lethal intrigues. In a knotted twist of fate, Lu ¢ΩǳƴƎΩǎ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘŜŀ ǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ Ƙƛǎ 

undoing. His perfect life ended abruptly and very badly. 

!ǎ ŀ ŎƻƴƴƻƛǎǎŜǳǊΣ [ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭƭȅ ŘǊŀƴƪ ǘŜŀΦ .ǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ ¢ΩŀƴƎΣ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŘƛŘΦ ¢Ŝŀ ǿŀǎ ŜǾŜǊȅǿƘŜǊŜΥ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 

palace to the cottage, from the northernmost borders to beyond the eastern seas. There were tea shops and market stalls 

and itinerant tea sellers offering a bowl of tea on the streets and alleys of every city and town. Among the elite, tea was 

an aesthetic pursuit, an artistƛŎ ŀƴŘ ŎǳƭƛƴŀǊȅ ŜƴŘŜŀǾƻǊ ŎƻŘƛŦƛŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ /ƘΩŀ-ching, the Book of Tea. Published in 780 A.D., 

ǘƘŜ /ƘΩŀ-ŎƘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŎŀƴƻƴƛŎŀƭ ǿƻǊƪ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎŀƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǘŜŀΣ [ǳ ¸ǸΦ  

[ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎΣ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ƴƻ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŘŜǊ ǘŜŀ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΣ ǎǘǳŘƛŜŘ ǘƘŜ .ƻƻƪ ŀƴŘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ Ŝxpert as a connoisseur. He was 

ǘƘƛǊǘȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƭŘ ǿƘŜƴ [ǳ ¸Ǹ ŘƛŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ улп !Φ5ΦΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΦ ¸ŜǘΣ [ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǿŜƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ 

ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǘŜŀ ǿƛǘƘ [ǳ ¸Ǹ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǎǘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀƭƛǾŜΤ ƻƴŜ ƻǊ ǘǿƻ ŀǇƻŎǊȅǇƘŀƭ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜΦ .ƻǘƘ ƳŜƴ certainly held a 

good deal in common. They were deeply learned but disdained official life, devoting themselves instead to scholarship 

and poetry. And, despite their eremitic characters and eccentric personalities, they were admired and patronized by the 

ƘƛƎƘ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƎƘǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŜǊƛŀƭ ōǳǊŜŀǳŎǊŀŎȅΦ [ŀǘŜ ƛƴ ƭƛŦŜ ŜŀŎƘ ŦŀŎŜŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ǘǊŀƎŜŘȅΦ [ǳ ¸Ǹ ƭƻǎǘ Ƙƛǎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ 

ǎƛǎǘŜǊΦ [ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎ ƭƻǎǘ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛŦŜΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ōƻƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴ ǿŀǎ ǘŜŀΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘŜŀ ƛƴ ¢ŀƻƛǎǘ 

meditation and inspiration.  
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LU TUNG A LU YU 
 
[ǳ ¢ǳƴƎ ǎƻǘǾŀ Ȍƛƭ ƻōȅőŜƧƴȇƳ ȊǇǻǎƻōŜƳΦ .ȅƭ ǘƻ ƪƻƴŜŎƪƻƴŎǻ ƪŀǾŀƭƝǊ ǾƻƭƴŞƘƻ őŀǎǳΦ ±ǎƪǳǘƪǳΣ Ǉƻ ŎŜƭȇŎƘ ǎǾȇŎƘ ǑŜŘŜǎłǘ ƭŜǘ Ȍƛƭ Ȋ 

ŘǻŎƘƻŘǳ ǳǎƪǳǘŜőƶǳƧŜ ǎŜƴ ƭƛǘŜǊłǘǻ ōȇǘ ƻǎǾƻōƻȊŜƴ ƻŘ ǑǇƝƴȅ ǎǾŠǘŀΣ ŀ ŘƝƪȅ ǎǾŞƳǳ ȊŀƧƛǑǘŠƴƝ ƳƻƘƭ Ǉǎłǘ ŀ ǾŠƴƻǾŀǘ ǎŜ ǳƳŠƭŜŎƪȇƳ 

ȊłōŀǾłƳΦ 9ǊǳŘƻǾŀƴȇ ŀ ƪǳƭǘƛǾƻǾŀƴȇ [ǳ ¢ǳƴƎ ōȅƭ ȊƴŀőƴŠ ǾȇǎǘǌŜŘƴƝƳ ōłǎƴƝƪŜƳ ŀ ȊƴŀƭŎŜƳ ǎƪǾŠƭŞƘƻ őŀƧŜΦ bŠƧŀƪƻǳ Řƻōǳ Ȍƛƭ 

Ƨŀƪƻ ǇƻǳǎǘŜǾƴƝƪ Ǿ ƘƻǊłŎƘ ǇƻōƭƝȌ ǾȇŎƘƻŘƴƝƘƻ ƘƭŀǾƴƝƘƻ ƳŠǎǘŀΦ .ƻƘŀǘƝ ŀ ƳƻŎƴƝ ƻōŘƛǾƻǾŀƭƛ ƧŜƘƻ ƴŜȊłǾƛǎƭȇ ǾȊƴŜǑŜƴȇ ǎǘȅƭΦ 

½ŀǘƝƳŎƻ Ƴƛƴƛǎǘǌƛ ŀ ǵǌŜŘƴƝŎƛ ǎƛ ƳǳǎŜƭƛ ƻŘǌƝƪŀǘ ŀ ǎƴŀȌƛǘ ǎŜ ǇǊƻ ȊƝǎƪłƴƝ ƘƻŘƴƻǎǘƝ ŀ ǵǎǇŠŎƘǳΣ [ǳ ¢ǳƴƎ ǇǊƻ ƴŠ ƳƻƘƭ Ǉǻǎƻōƛǘ Ƨŀƪƻ 

ƛŘŜłƭΣ ƴŜǇƻǎƪǾǊƴŠƴȇ ŀ ƴŜƻǇƻǘǌŜōƻǾŀƴȇΦ tǊƻ ǎŀƳƻǘłǌŜ [ǳ-Ƙƻ ōȅƭŀ ǎƭłǾŀ ƴŜǑǘŠǎǘƝƳΣ ŀǾǑŀƪ ƳŠƭŀ ƛ ǎǾŞ ƪƭŀŘƴŞ ǎǘǊłƴƪȅΦ tƻ 

ǇǊŀǾŘŠ ǌŜőŜƴƻΣ ŘƝƪȅ ǎǾŞ ƻǎƻōƴƻǎǘƛ ōȅƭ ǎƻǳőłǎǘƝ ƴŜƧǾȅǑǑƝ ǎǇƻƭŜőƴƻǎǘƛ ŀ Řƻǎǘŀƭ ǎŜ ǘŀƪ ƪ ƴŜƧǾȊłŎƴŠƧǑƝƳ őŀƧǻƳΦ tǌŜǎǘƻ ǎŜ ŘǊȌŜƭ 

Ǿ ǎŀƳƻǘŠ ƻǇƻŘłƭΣ ƴŜōƻǙ őƝƳ ōƭƝȌŜ ȊŀōƭƻǳŘƛƭ ƪ ŎƝǎŀǌǎƪŞƳǳ ŘǾƻǊǳΣ ǘƝƳ ǾƝŎŜ ǇǌƛōȇǾŀƭƻ ǎƳǊǘƝŎƝŎƘ ƛƴǘǊƛƪΦ {ǾłȊłƴŀ ǎ ƧŜƘƻ ƻǎǳŘŜƳΣ 

[ǳ ¢ǳƴƎƻǾƛ ǎŜ őŀƧƻǾł ǾłǑŜƶ ǎǘŀƭŀ ƧŜƘƻ ȊƪłȊƻǳΦ WŜƘƻ Řƻƪƻƴŀƭȇ ȌƛǾƻǘ ǎƪƻƴőƛƭ ƴłƘƭŜ ŀ ǾŜƭƳƛ ǑǇŀǘƴŠΦ 

[ǳ ¢ǳƴƎΣ Ŏƻōȅ ȊƴŀƭŜŎ ǳƳŠƴƝΣ ǎŀƳƻȊǌŜƧƳŠ Ǉƛƭ őŀƧΦ !ƭŜ Ǿ ǇƻȊŘƴƝƳ ƻōŘƻōƝ ŘȅƴŀǎǘƛŜ ¢ϥŀƴƎΣ Ƙƻ Ǉƛƭ ǘŞƳŠǌ ƪŀȌŘȇΦ 2ŀƧ ōȅƭ ǾǑǳŘŜΥ 

ƻŘ ǇŀƭłŎŜ Ǉƻ ŎƘŀƭǳǇǳΣ ƻŘ ƴŜƧǎŜǾŜǊƴŠƧǑƝŎƘ ƘǊŀƴƛŎ ŀȌ Řƻ ƪƻƴőƛƴ Ȋŀ ±ȇŎƘƻŘƴƝƳ ƳƻǌŜƳΦ bŀ ǳƭƛŎƝŎƘ ƪŀȌŘŞƘƻ ƳŠǎǘŜőƪŀ ƛ ƳŠǎǘŀ 

ǎǘłƭȅ őŀƧƻǾŞ ƪǊłƳƪȅΣ ǎǘłƴƪȅ ŀ ŎŜǎǘǳƧƝŎƝ ǇǊƻŘŜƧŎƛ ƴŀōƝȊŜƭƛ Ƴƛǎƪǳ őŀƧŜ Ǿ ǳƭƛŎƝŎƘΦ tǊƻ Ŝƭƛǘȅ ōȅƭ őŀƧ ŜǎǘŜǘƛŎƪȇƳ ǵƪƻƴŜƳΣ ǳƳŠƭŜŎƪƻu 

ŀ ƪǳƭƛƴłǌǎƪƻǳ ǎƴŀƘƻǳ ƻǇƝǊŀƧƝŎƝ ǎŜ ƻ YƴƛƘǳ 2ŀƧŜΣ /Ƙϥŀ-Ching. Ch'a-ǙƛƴƎ ǎŜǇǎŀƭ ǾŜƭƪȇ őŀƧƻǾȇ ǎǾŠǘŜŎ [ǳ ¸ǸΣ ǎǘŀƭ ǎŜ ƪŀƴƻƴƛŎƪȇƳ 

ŘƝƭŜƳ ŀ ōȅƭ ǾȅŘłƴ Ǿ ǊƻŎŜ тул ƴŀǑŜƘƻ ƭŜǘƻǇƻőǘǳΦ 

 [ǳ ¢ǳƴƎ ƴŜƳŠƭ ȌłŘƴŞ ǎǇƻƧŜƴƝ ǎŜ ǎǘŀǊȇƳ őŀƧƻǾȇƳ ƳƛǎǘǊŜƳΣ ŀƭŜ ǎǘǳŘƻǾŀƭ ƧŜƘƻ ƪƴƛƘǳ ŀ ǎǘŀƭ ǎŜ őŀƧƻǾȇƳ ƻŘōƻǊƴƝƪŜƳΣ ȊƴŀƭŎŜƳΦ 

YŘȅȌ [ǳ ¸Ǹ ƪƻƭŜƳ Ǌƻƪǳ улп Ǉƻ YǊΦ ȊŜƳǌŜƭΣ [ǳ ¢ǳƴƎƻǾƛ ōȅƭƻ ǘǌƛŎŜǘ ƭŜǘΣ ŀƭŜ ƴƛŎ ƴŜŘƻƪƭłŘł ƧŜƧƛŎƘ ǾȊłƧŜƳƴŞ ǎŜǘƪłƴƝΦ tǌŜǎǘƻ ƳƻƘƭƛ 

[ǳ ¢ǳƴƎ ŀ [ǳ ¸Ǹ ǎǇƻƭǳ ǾȅǇƝǘ ǑłƭŜƪΣ ƪŘȅȌ ōȅƭ ƧŜǑǘŠ [ǳ ¸ǳ ƴŀȌƛǾǳΤ ƧŜŘŜƴ ƴŜōƻ ŘǾŀ ǎƳȅǑƭŜƴŞ ǇǌƝōŠƘȅ ƻ ǘƻƳ ǾȅǇǊłǾŠƧƝΦ WŜ ƧƛǎǘŞΣ 

ȌŜ ƻōŀ ƳŠƭƛ ƘƻŘƴŠ ǎǇƻƭŜőƴŞƘƻΦ .ȅƭƛ ǾŜƭƳƛ ǾȊŘŠƭŀƴƝΣ ŀƭŜ ƻǇƻǾǊƘƻǾŀƭƛ ƻŦƛŎƛłƭƴƝƳ ȌƛǾƻǘŜƳ ŀ ŘƝƪȅ ǎǘƛǇŜƴŘƛǳ ŀ ǇƻŜȊƛƛ ǎŜ ǾŠƴƻǾŀƭƛ 

ǎǾŞƳǳ ǾƭŀǎǘƴƝƳǳ ǊƻȊǾƻƧƛΦ !ő ōȅƭƛ ƻǎŀƳŠƭȇƳƛ ŀ ǾȇǎǘǌŜŘƴƝƳƛ ƻǎƻōƴƻǎǘƳƛΣ ōȅƭƛ ƻōŘƛǾƻǾłƴƛ ŀ ŎƝǎŀǌǎƪł ōȅǊƻƪǊŀŎƛŜ ƧŜ ǑǘŠŘǌŜ 

ǎǇƻƴȊƻǊƻǾŀƭŀΦ bŀ ǎƪƭƻƴƪǳ ǎǾŞƘƻ ȌƛǾƻǘŀ ƻōŀ ŘǾŀ ōȅƭƛ ǾȅǎǘŀǾŜƴƛ ƻǎƻōƴƝ ǘǊŀƎŞŘƛƛΦ [ǳ ¸ǳ ȊǘǊŀǘƛƭ ǎǾŞƘƻ ǳőƛǘŜƭŜ ŀ ƴŜǾƭŀǎǘƴƝ ǎŜǎǘǊǳΦ 

[ǳ ¢ǳƴƎ ǇǌƛǑŜƭ ƻ ȌƛǾƻǘΦ !ƭŜ ǾŜƭƪȇƳ ǇƻǳǘŜƳΣ ƪǘŜǊŞ ƻōŀ ŘǾŀ ƳǳȌŜ ǎǇƻƧƻǾŀƭƻΣ ōȅƭ őŀƧ Ǉƛǘȇ ǇǌŜŘŜǾǑƝƳ Ǿ ǊłƳŎƛ ǘŀƻƛǎǘƛŎƪŞ 

meditace a pro inspiraci. 

SAINT OF TEA 
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In life and loreΣ [ǳ ¸Ǹ ŀƴŘ [ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ŀƻƛǎƳΦ [ǳ ¸Ǹ ǿŀǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ 

ŎƻǎƳƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŀƭŎƘŜƳƛŎŀƭ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎΣ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜƎŀƴ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ȅƻǳƴƎΦ [ǳ ¸Ǹ ǿŀǎ ƻǊǇƘŀƴŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘǿƻ ŀƴŘ 

ŀōŀƴŘƻƴŜŘ άŘŜǎƻƭŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇƻǎŜŘέ ŀƭƻƴƎ the shores of the West Lake in Ching-ling, Hupeh. Discovering the child, the 

head priest Chi-kung took the foundling to the Lung-ƪŀƛ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜΣ ŀ /ƘΩŀƴ .ǳŘŘƘƛǎǘ ƳƻƴŀǎǘŜǊȅΦ /ƭƻƛǎǘŜǊŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ōƻȅ ǿŀǎ 

raised as a little monk, or so the story was told. But there was another tale for the telling. According to legend, the toddler 

stayed at the monastery only briefly before he was sent to live with the Li family. Master Li was a Confucian from Huchou, 

an eastern town famous for its tea gardens on the southern rim of LŀƪŜ ¢ΩŀƛΦ ²ƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǊŜǘƛǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƻŦŦƛŎŜΣ aŀǎǘŜǊ [ƛ 

άŘƛǾƛƴŜŘ ŀ ŘǿŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜέ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ŀǳƎǳǊȅ ŦƻǊŜǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǾŜ ǎƻǳǘƘ ǘƻ IǳǇŜƘ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ [ǳƴƎ-kai monastery. Master Li 

set out in anticipation of a peaceful, retired life; he was known by the Taoist name Ju-kung, Master Child. When the priest 

Chi-ƪǳƴƎ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ŀǊǊƛǾŀƭ ŦǊƻƳ IǳŎƘƻǳΣ ƘŜ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻ ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƻǊǇƘŀƴΦ aŀǎǘŜǊ [ƛ ŦƻǎǘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

child and raised him like a son with his own daughter, Li Yeh, a brilliant and precocious girl of five. The two grew up as 

sister and brother and were tutored together, learning Confucian belles-lettres and Taoist teachings. At the age of eight, 

[ǳ ¸Ǹ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴŀǎǘŜǊȅΦ .ǳǘ ƴƻǘ ŦƻǊ ƭƻƴƎΦ 5ŜǎƛǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ ǳƴƘŀǇǇȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜƭƭectual 

strictures imposed by his teacher Chi-ƪǳƴƎΣ [ǳ ¸Ǹ ς aged just eleven ς rebelled. Deserting the monk and monastic life, Lu 

¸Ǹ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ŀ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƛƴƎ ǘǊƻǳǇŜ ƻŦ ŀŎǘƻǊǎΣ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ƘŀƴŘ ŀǘ ǇƭŀȅǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳŜŘƛŎ ǎƪƛǘǎΦ hƴ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ [ǳ ¸Ǹ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ 

priest relented and granted the boy time to study non-.ǳŘŘƘƛǎǘ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜΦ !ǎ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƳŀƴΣ [ǳ ¸Ǹ ǎǇŜƴǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀǎ ŀƴ 

itinerant scholar and later roamed the wilds of Szechwan searching for tea when war and chaos forced him south of the 

Yangtze. Mixed with ǘƘŜ Ƴŀǎǎ ƻŦ ǊŜŦǳƎŜŜǎ ŦƭŜŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōƭƻƻŘǎƘŜŘΣ [ǳ ¸Ǹ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀ ǘƻǿƴ ƻŦ IǳŎƘƻǳΣ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜ 

of the Li family, and reunited with Li Yeh.  
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2!Wh±º {±=¢9/ 
 
[ǳ ¸ǳ ƛ [ǳ ¢ǳƴƎ ōȅƭƛ ǎǾȇƳ ȌƛǾƻǘŜƳ ƛ ǳőŜƴƝƳ ǵȊŎŜ ǎǾłȊłƴƛ ǎ ǘŀƻƛǎƳŜƳΦ ½ŜƧƳŞƴŀ [ǳ ¸ǳΣ ƪǘŜǊȇ ōȅƭ Ǿ ƳƭłŘƝ ȊŀǎǾŠŎŜƴ 

do ƪƻǎƳƻƭƻƎƛŎƪȇŎƘ ŀ ŀƭŎƘȅƳƛǎǘƛŎƪȇŎƘ ǎǘǳŘƛƝΦ [ǳ ¸ǳ ƻǎƛǌŜƭΣ ƪŘȅȌ Ƴǳ ōȅƭȅ ŘǾŀ Ǌƻƪȅ ŀ ōȅƭ αƻǇǳǑǘŠƴ ŀ ƻŘƭƻȌŜƴά ƴŀ ōǌŜƘǳ 

½łǇŀŘƴƝƘƻ ƧŜȊŜǊŀ Ǿ /ƘƛƴƎ-ling, HubechΦ ±ǊŎƘƴƝ ƪƴŠȊ /Ƙƛ-ƪǳƴƎ ǾȊŀƭ ƴŀƭŜȊŜƴŞ ŘƝǘŠ Řƻ ōǳŘŘƘƛǎǘƛŎƪŞƘƻ ŎƘǊłƳǳ [ǳƴƎ-kai v 

ƪƭłǑǘŜǌŜ /ƘϥŀƴΦ ½ƪŀȊƪȅ ǾȅǇǊłǾŠƧƝΣ ȌŜ [ǳ ¸ǳ ōȅƭ Ǿ ƪƭłǑǘŜǌŜ ǾȅŎƘƻǾłƴ Ƨŀƪƻ ƳƴƛŎƘΦ !ƭŜ ǾȅǇǊłǾƝ ǎŜ ƛ Ƨƛƴȇ ǇǌƝōŠƘΦ tƻŘƭŜ legendy 

ǇƻōȅƭΣ Ŏƻōȅ ōŀǘƻƭŜΣ Ǿ ƪƭłǑǘŜǌŜ ƧŜƴ ƪǊłǘƪƻǳ ŎƘǾƝƭƛ Řƻ ŘƻōȅΣ ƴŜȌ Ƙƻ Ǉƻǎƭŀƭƛ ȌƝǘ ƪ ǊƻŘƛƴŠ [ƛΦ aƛǎǘǊ [ƛ ōȅƭ ƪƻƴŦǳŎƛłƴ Ȋ ƳŠǎǘŀ 

IǳŎƘƻǳΣ ƪǘŜǊŞ ƭŜȌŜƭƻ ǾȇŎƘƻŘƴŠƧƛ ƴŀ ƻƪǊŀƧƛ ƧŜȊŜǊŀ ¢ϥŀƛΣ ŀ ƪǘŜǊŞ ōȅƭƻ ǇǊƻǎƭǳƭŞ ǎǾȇƳƛ őŀƧƻǾȇƳƛ ȊŀƘǊŀŘŀƳƛΦ YŘȅȌ aƛǎǘǊ [ƛ ƻŘŜǑŜƭ 

Ȋ ǵǌŀŘǳ ŀ ǇǌŜǎǘŠƘƻǾŀƭ ǎŜ ǇƻŘƭŜ ǎǾŞ ǾŠǑǘōȅΣ ǾŜ ƪǘŜǊŞ αǳƘƻŘƭ ǇǌƝōȅǘŜƪάΣ ƴŀ ƧƛƘ Řƻ IǳǇŜƘ ƴŜŘŀƭŜƪƻ ƪƭłǑǘŜǊŀ [ǳƴƎ-kai. Mistr Li, 

ȊƴłƳȇ ǇƻŘ ǎǾȇƳ ǘŀƻƛǎǘƛŎƪȇƳ ƧƳŞƴŜƳ Wǳ-kung ς aƛǎǘǊ 5ƝǘŠ ς ƻőŜƪłǾŀƭ ƪƭƛŘƴȇ ȌƛǾƻǘ ŘǻŎƘƻŘŎŜΦ YŘȅȌ ǎŜ ƻ ǇǌƝƧŜȊŘǳ ǊƻŘƛƴȅ Ȋ 

IǳŎƘƻǳ ŘƻȊǾŠŘŠƭ ƪƴŠȊ Ȋ /Ƙƛ-ƪǳƴƎΣ ǇƻȌłŘŀƭ ƧŜƧΣ ŀōȅ ǇŜőƻǾŀƭ ƻ ƳŀƭŞƘƻ ǎƛǊƻǘƪŀΦ aƛǎǘǊ [ƛ ǎŜ ǳƧŀƭ ŘƝǘŠǘŜΣ ǇǌƛƧŀƭ Ƙƻ Ȋŀ ǎǾŞƘƻ ǎȅƴŀ 

ŀ ǇǌƛǎǘǳǇƻǾŀƭ ƪ ƴŠƳǳ ǎǘŜƧƴŠΣ Ƨŀƪƻ ƪŜ ǎǾŞ ǾƭŀǎǘƴƝ ŘŎŜǌƛ [ƛ ¸ŜƘΣ ōǊƛƭŀƴǘƴƝ ŀ ǇǌŜŘőŀǎƴŠ ǊƻȊǾƛƴǳǘŞ ǇŠǘƛƭŜǘŞ ŘƝǾŎŜΦ hōŠ ŘǾŠ ŘŠǘƛ 

ǾȅǊǻǎǘŀƭȅ Ƨŀƪƻ ǎŜǎǘǊŀ ŀ ōǊŀǘǊΣ ǎǇƻƭŜőƴŠ ǎŜ ǾȊŘŠƭłǾŀƭƛΣ ǎǘǳŘƻǾŀƭƛ ƪƻƴŦǳŎƛłƴǎƪƻǳ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊǳ ƛ ǘŀƻƛǎǘƛŎƪŞ ǳőŜƴƝΦ YŘȅȌ [ǳ ¸ǳƳǳ 

ōȅƭƻ ƻǎƳ ƭŜǘΣ ǾǊłǘƛƭ ǎŜ Řƻ ƪƭłǑǘŜǊŀΦ !ƭŜ ne na dlouho. Lu ̧ ǳ ŎƘǘŠƭ ǎǘǳŘƻǾŀǘ ƪƭŀǎƛŎƪƻǳ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊǳ ŀ ƴŜōȅƭ ǎǇƻƪƻƧŜƴȇ ǎ ƻǎǘǊȇƳƛ 

ƛƴǘŜƭŜƪǘǳłƭƴƝƳƛ ƪǊƛǘƛƪŀƳƛΣ ƪǘŜǊȇŎƘ ǎŜ Ƴǳ ŘƻǎǘłǾŀƭƻ ƻŘ ƧŜƘƻ ǳőƛǘŜƭ /Ƙƛ-ƪǳƴƎŀ ŀ ǾŜ ǎǾȇŎƘ ǇƻǳƘȇŎƘ ƧŜŘŜƴłŎǘƛ ƭŜǘŜŎƘ ǎŜ ǾȊōƻǳǌƛƭΦ 

tǌŜǎǘŀƭ ōȇǘ ƳƴƛŎƘŜƳΣ ƻǇǳǎǘƛƭ ƪƭłǑǘŜǊƴƝ ȌƛǾƻǘ ŀ ǇǌƛǇƻƧƛƭ ǎŜ ƪŜ ǎƪǳǇƛƴŎŜ ƪƻőƻǾƴȇŎƘ ƘŜǊŎǻΣ ǇǊƻ ƪǘŜǊŞ ǎŜ ǎƴŀȌƛƭ Ǉǎłǘ ŘǊŀƳŀǘŀ 

a ƪƻƳŜŘƛłƭƴƝ ǇŀǊƻŘƛŜΦ YŘȅȌ ǎŜ [ǳ ¸ǳ ȊƴƻǾǳ ƻōƧŜǾƛƭΣ ǎǘŀǊȇ ƪƴŠȊ ǎŜ ƻōƳŠƪőƛƭ ŀ Ǉƻǎƪȅǘƭ ŎƘƭŀǇŎƛ őŀǎ ƴŀ ǎǘǳŘƛŜ ƴŜōǳŘŘƘƛǎǘƛŎƪŞ 

ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊȅΦ YŘȅȌ ōȅƭ [ǳ ¸ǳ ƳƭŀŘȇƳ ƳǳȌŜƳΣ ǎǘǊłǾƛƭ ƘƻŘƴŠ ƭŜǘ Ƨŀƪƻ Ǉƻǘǳƭƴȇ ǳőŜƴŜŎ ŀ ǇƻȊŘŠƧƛΣ ƪŘȅȌ Ƙƻ ŎƘŀƻǎ ŀ Ǿłƭƪŀ Ǉǌƛƴǳǘƛƭƛ 

sestoupit na jih od Yangtze, se toulal Sichuanskou divƻőƛƴƻǳΦ { ŘŀǾȅ ǇǊŎƘŀƧƝŎƝƳƛ ǇǌŜŘ ƪǊǾŜǇǊƻƭƛǘƝƳ ǎŜ [ǳ ¸ǳ ƴŀƪƻƴŜŎ ƻŎƛǘƭ 

Ǿ IǳŎƘƻǳΣ ƳŠǎǘŠ ǇǊƻǎƭǳƭŞƳ őŀƧŜƳΣ ƪǘŜǊŞ ōȅƭƻ ŘƻƳƻǾŜƳ ǊƻŘƛƴŠ [ƛΣ ŀ ȊŘŜ ǎŜ setkal s Li Yeh. 
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After the death of her parents, Li Yeh returned to her hometown as a young, unmarried woman to become a Taoist 

ǇǊƛŜǎǘŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜƳƻǎǘ ǇƻŜǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜΦ {ƘŜ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƴŜŀǊ [ŀƪŜ ¢Ωŀƛ ŀƴŘ Ŏǳǘ ŀ ǎǘǊƛƪƛƴƎ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƛǘǎ ŘŀǊƪΣ ōǊƻŀd 

waters in her Taoist robes of deep yellow and a many-pleated cape of shimmering, translucent silk. She carried a bamboo 

staff of nine knots, and as she walked, her lotus crown of gauzy petals trembled with each step. Her exoticism, beauty, 

and allure were ŀƭƭ ƘŜƛƎƘǘŜƴŜŘ ōȅ ƘŜǊ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǘŀƭŜƴǘ ŀǎ ŀ ǇƻŜǘΦ {ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ YΩŀƛ-ȅǸŀƴ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜ 

ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ŀŘƳƛǊŜǊǎΦ CƛƴŘƛƴƎ [ƛ ¸ŜƘ ƛƴ IǳŎƘƻǳΣ [ǳ ¸Ǹ ǎŜǘǘƭŜŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ Ƙǳǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀƴƪǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢Ωƛŀƻ-hsi, 

a stream within walking distance of the large imperial tea estates near the lake where Li Yeh lived. The familial ties 

ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ [ǳ ¸Ǹ ŀƴŘ [ƛ ¸ŜƘ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜƴŜǿŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƭƻǎŜΣ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ƛƴ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ōƛǘǘŜǊ-

sweet poem by Li Yeh entitled, "Lying Ill above the Lake, IŀǇǇȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ±ƛǎƛǘ ƻŦ [ǳ ¸ǸϦΥ 

Long ago, the night you left,  
the moon shone harsh as frost. 
Now you return at a time of bitter mists. 
We meet again; but as before, I lie here ill. 
Wishing to speak, tears first fall. 
¦ǊƎŜŘ ǘƻ ŘǊƛƴƪ ¢Ωŀƻ /ƘΩƛŜƴΩǎ ǿƛƴŜΣ 
I respond, chanting a poem by Hsieh Ling-ȅǸƴΦ 
bƻǿΣ ŀƭƭ ŀǘ ƻƴŎŜΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘƭȅ ŘǊǳƴƪ ΦΦΦ 
What else could we possibly do? 

 
[ƛ ¸ŜƘΩǎ ǘŜŀǎƛƴƎΣ ǳƴǊŜǎǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǇƻŜƳǎ ƳŀŘŜ ƘŜǊ ŀ ŦŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǊȅ ŎƛǊŎƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜ ǎƻƻƴ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ 

the attention of the emperor. Answering the imperial summons, she traveled to ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ /ƘΩŀƴƎΩŀƴ by boat and litter 

under escort, a watchful but arrogant company of palace eunuchs sent to fetch her. She entered the inner palace, 

entertaining the emperor, composing poetry in his praise, chanting her poems to him, and accompanying her songs for 

ǘƘŜ ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴΩǎ ŜŀǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŦǘ-sounding zither. All seemed well until Li Yeh astonished everyone by abruptly leaving the 

palace after a single month. Her parting was amiable for she left with presents from the emperor, but her release from 

ǘƘŜ ƛƴƴŜǊ ŎƘŀƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƭŀŎŜ ǿŀǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘΦ IŜǊ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ǎǘǊŜŀƪ ƻŦ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άƳŀǎŎǳƭƛƴŜέ 

by her admiring male contemporaries, and for most of her unconventional life, she was held in awe as a courtesan of the 

most extraordinary order. 

  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chang_An
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tƻ ǎƳǊǘƛ ǎǾȇŎƘ ǊƻŘƛőǻ ǎŜ [ƛ ¸ŜƘ ǾǊłǘƛƭŀ Řƻ ǊƻŘƴŞƘƻ ƳŠǎǘŀ Ƨŀƪƻ ƳƭŀŘłΣ ǎǾƻōƻŘƴł ȌŜƴŀΦ {ǘŀƭŀ ǎŜ ǘŀƻƛǎǘƛŎƪƻǳ ƪƴŠȌƪƻǳ ŀ jednou 

Ȋ ǇǌŜŘƴƝŎƘ ōłǎƴƝǌŜƪ ǎǾŞ ŘƻōȅΦ ¿ƛƭŀ Ǿ ōƭƝȊƪƻǎǘƛ ƧŜȊŜǊŀ ¢ϥŀƛ ŀ ǎǾƻƧƝ ǇƻȊƻǊǳƘƻŘƴƻǳ ǇƻǎǘŀǾƻǳ ƻŘŠƴƻǳ Řƻ ǘŀƻƛǎǘƛŎƪŞ ǎȅǘŠ ȌƭǳǘŞ 

ōƻƘŀǘŠ ǌŀǎŜƴŞ Ǌƽōȅ Ȋ ǇǊǻǎǾƛǘƴŞƘƻ ƘŜŘǾłōƝ ŀ ŎƘǾŠƧƝŎƝƳƛ ǎŜ ŎƝǇȅ ƪƻƴǘǊŀǎǘƻǾŀƭŀ ǎ ǘŜƳƴȇƳƛ ǑƛǊȇƳƛ ǾƻŘami. Nosila si sebou 

ŘŜǾƝǘƛ-ƪƻƭƝƴƪƻǾƻǳ ōŀƳōǳǎƻǾƻǳ ƘǻƭΣ ŀ ƪŘȅȌ ǇǊƻŎƘłȊŜƭŀΣ ǘŀƪ ǎŜ ƧŜƧƝ ƭƻǘƻǎƻǾł ƪƻǊǳƴŀ Ȋ ǇǊǻǎǾƛǘƴȇŎƘ ƭƝǎǘƪǻ ŎƘǾŠƭŀ ǎ ƪŀȌŘȇƳ 

ƧŜƧƝƳ ƪǊƻƪŜƳΦ WŜƧƝ ŜȄƻǘƛŎƪƻǳ ƪǊłǎǳ ŀ ǇǻǾŀō ƧŜǑǘŠ ǳƳƻŎƶƻǾŀƭ ƧŜƧƝ ƳƛƳƻǌłŘƴȇ ōłǎƴƛŎƪȇ ǘŀƭŜƴǘΦ 2ŀǎǘƻ ǇƻōȇǾŀƭŀ Ǿ ƪƭłǑǘŜǌŜ K'ai-

¸ǳŀƴ ƻōƪƭƻǇŜƴł ǎǾȇƳƛ ƻōŘƛǾƻǾŀǘŜƭƛΦ YŘȅȌ ǎŜ [ǳ ¸ǳ ǎƘƭŜŘŀƭ ǎ [ƛ ¸ŜƘ ƴŀǘǊǾŀƭƻ ǎŜ Ǿ IǳȊƘƻǳ ǳǎŀŘƛƭ ŀ ǇƻǎǘŀǾƛƭ ǎƛ Ƴŀƭƻǳ ŎƘŀǘǊő 

ƴŀ ōǌŜƘǳ ¢ϥƛŀƻ-IǎƛΣ ŎƻȌ ōȅƭƻ Ǿ ŘƻŎƘłȊƪƻǾŞ ǾȊŘłƭŜƴƻǎǘƛ ƻŘ ǾŜƭƪȇŎƘ ŎƝǎŀǌǎƪȇŎƘ őŀƧƻǾȇŎƘ ǇƭŀƴǘłȌƝŎƘ ŀ ƧŜȊŜǊŀΣ ǳ ƪǘŜǊŞƘƻ [ƛ ¸ŜƘ 

ȌƛƭŀΦ  RodinƴŞ ǾŀȊōȅ ƳŜȊƛ [ǳ ¸ǳ ŀ [ƛ ¸ŜƘ ǎŜ ƻōƴƻǾƛƭȅΣ ǎōƭƝȌƛƭƛ ǎŜ ŀ ƧŜƧƛŎƘ ǾȊłƧŜƳƴŞ ƴłǾǑǘŠǾȅ Ƨǎƻǳ ȊŀȊƴŀƳŜƴłƴȅ Ǿ ƧŜƧƛŎƘ 

ǾȊłƧŜƳƴȇŎƘ ŘƻǇƛǎŜŎƘΣ Ƨŀƪƻ ƧŜ ƘƻǌƪƻǎƭŀŘƪł ōłǎŜƶ [ƛ ¸ŜƘ ǎ ƴłȊǾŜƳ α[ŜƘƴǳ ǎƛ ƴŀŘ ƧŜȊŜǊŜƳΣ ǑǙŀǎǘƴł Ǉƻ ƴłǾǑǘŠǾŠ [ǳ ¸ǳƘƻάΥ 

YŘȅǎƛ ŘłǾƴƻ Ǿ ƴƻŎƛ Ƨǎƛ ƻŘŜǑŜl, 
ƳŠǎƝŎ ƻǎǘǌŜ ǎǾƝǘƛƭΣ Ƨŀƪƻ Ȋŀ ƳǊŀȊǳΦ 
¢Ŝř ǎŜ ƳǻȌŜǑ ǾǊłǘƛǘ Ǿ ǇƻŘƻōŠ ƘƻǌƪŞ ƳƭƘȅΦ 
½ƴƻǾǳ ǎŜ ǎŜǘƪłǾłƳŜΤ ŀƭŜ ǎǘŜƧƴŠ Ƨŀƪƻ ǇǌŜŘǘƝƳΣ ǘǳ ƭŜȌƝƳ ƴŜƳƻŎƴłΦ 
/ƘǘŠƭŀ ōȅŎƘ ƳƭǳǾƛǘΣ ƴŜƧŘǌƝǾŜ ƪŀƴƻǳ ǎƭȊȅΦ 
½ ƴǳǘƴƻǎǘƛ ǇƛƧƛ ǾƝƴƻ ¢ϥŀƻ /ƘϥƛŜƴΣ 
hŘǇƻǾƝƳΣ Ǿ ŘǳŎƘǳ IǎƛŜƘ [ƛƴƎ-¸ǳƴƘƻ ōłǎƴŠ. 
¢Ŝř ǾŜ ǎǘŜƧƴƻǳ ŎƘǾƝƭƛΣ ōǳŘŜƳŜ ƴŀǇǊƻǎǘƻ ƻǇƛƭƝ ΦΦΦ 
/ƻ ƧƛƴŞƘƻ ōȅŎƘƻƳ ƧŜǑǘŠ ƳƻƘƭƛ ŘŠƭŀǘΚ 
 
 [ƛ ¸ŜƘ ōǊȊƻ ǳǇƻǳǘŀƭŀ ǇƻȊƻǊƴƻǎǘ ŎƝǎŀǌŜ ŘƝƪȅ ƻōƭƛōŠ Ǿ ƴŜƧǾȅǑǑƝŎƘ ƭƛǘŜǊłǊƴƝŎƘ ƪǊǳȊƝŎƘΣ ƪǘŜǊŞ ȊŀǳƧŀƭŀ ǎǾȇƳƛ ƴŜǎǇƻǳǘŀƴȇƳƛ ŀ 

ǑƪłŘƭƛǾŠ ƳƛƭƻǎǘƴȇƳƛ ōłǎƴŠƳƛΦ bŀ ŎƝǎŀǌƻǾƻ ǇǌŜŘǾƻƭłƴƝ ǎŜ ƭƻŘƝ ŀ Ǿ ƴƻǎƝǘƪłŎƘ ǾȅŘŀƭŀ [ƛ ¸ŜƘ ǎŜ ǎǾȇƳ ŘƻǇǊƻǾƻŘŜƳ Řƻ ƘƭŀǾƴƝƘƻ 

ƳŠǎǘŀ /ƘϥŀƴƎϥŀƴΣ ǇƭƴŞƘƻ ǇƻȊƻǊƴȇŎƘΣ ŀƭŜ ŀǊƻƎŀƴǘƴƝŎƘ ǇŀƭłŎƻǾȇŎƘ ŜǳƴǳŎƘǻΦ .ȅƭŀ ǇƻȊǾłƴŀ Řƻ ǾƴƛǘǌƴƝƘƻ ǇŀƭłŎŜΣ ŀōȅ ǇǊƻ 

ŎƝǎŀǌƻǾǳ ǇƻǘŠŎƘǳ ǎƪƭłŘŀƭŀ ƻǎƭŀǾƴƻǳ ǇƻŜȊƛƛΣ ƻǇŠǾƻǾŀƭŀ Ƙƻ ǾŜ ǎǾȇŎƘ ōłǎƴƝŎƘ ŀ ŀōȅ ƧŜƘƻ ǳǑƛ ƳƻƘƭȅ ǇƻǎƭƻǳŎƘŀǘ ƧŜƧƝ ōłǎƴŠ 

ŘƻǇǊƻǾłȊŜƴŞ Ƙƻǳ ƴŀ ƳŠƪŎŜ ȊƴŠƧƝŎƝ ŎƛǘŜǊǳΦ ±ǑŜ ǎŜ ȊŘłƭƻ ōȇǘ ŘƻōǊŞΣ ŘƻƪǳŘ [ƛ ¸ŜƘ ƴŜǳŘƛǾƛƭŀ ǾǑŜŎƘƴȅ ǘƝƳΣ ȌŜ Ǉƻ ƧŜŘƴƻƳ ƳŠǎƝŎƛ 

ƴłƘƭŜ ƻǇǳǎǘƛƭŀ ǇŀƭłŎΦ ¢ǌŜōŀȌŜ ƧŜƧƝ ǊƻȊƭƻǳőŜƴƝ ǇǊƻōŠƘƭƻ Ǿ ƪƭƛŘǳΣ ƴŜōƻǙ ƻŘŜǑƭŀ ǎ ŘłǊƪȅ ƻŘ ŎƝǎŀǌŜΣ ǘŀƪ ƧŜƧƝ ƻŘŎƘƻŘ ȊŜ Ǿƴƛǘǌƪǳ 

ǇŀƭłŎŜ ōȅƭ ǇǌƝőƛƴƻǳ ƴŜƧŜŘƴƻƘƻ ƪƻƳŜƴǘłǌŜΦ aǳȌǑǘƝ ƻōŘƛǾƻǾŀǘŜƭŞ [ƛ ¸ŜƘ ƴŀȊȇǾŀƭƛ ƧŜƧƝ ǎƛƭƴƻǳ ǘƻǳƘǳ Ǉƻ ƴŜȊłǾƛǎƭƻǎǘƛ αƳǳȌǎƪƻǳάΣ 

ŀ [ƛ ¸ŜƘ ōȅƭŀ Ǉƻ Ǿŀƭƴƻǳ ǾŠǘǑƛƴǳ ǎǾŞƘƻ ȌƛǾƻǘŀ ǎ ǵȌŀǎŜƳ ǾƴƝƳłƴŀ Ƨŀƪƻ ŦŀǎŎƛƴǳƧƝŎƝ ƪǳǊǘƛȊłƴŀ ƴŜƧǇƻȊƻǊǳƘƻŘƴŠƧǑƝ ǵǊƻǾƴŠΦ 
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[ǳ ¸Ǹ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƛŦ ƴƻǘ ŀ ŦŀƛǊ ƳŀǘŎƘ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ ǎƛǎǘŜǊΦ Lƴ ŘǳŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ ƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ƛƴǾƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŜǊƛŀƭ Ǉŀƭŀce, 

ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƭƻƻƪǎ ƻǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƛǘȅΦ [ǳ ¸Ǹ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ŀǎ άǳƎƭȅέ ŀƴŘ άōƛŀǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛǊŀǎŎƛōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƻŦten 

ǎǳōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜΦέ IŜ ǎǘǳǘǘŜǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ Řƛǎǘŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƻƻŦΣ ƛƎƴƻǊƛƴƎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΣ ǇǊŜŦŜǊǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿŀƴŘŜǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ŎƘŀƴǘƛƴƎ ǇƻŜǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ 

.ǳŘŘƘƛǎǘ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜΣ άǿŀƛƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜŜǇƛƴƎέ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƘƛƳ ƳŀŘΦ IŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŘŜŜǇΣ ǊŜŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ ōŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ 

solitary study. Even ŀǎ ŀ ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜǊΣ [ǳ ¸Ǹ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǊȅ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜΦ 9ǎŎŀǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴŀǎǘŜǊȅΣ ƘŜ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƎŀƛƴŜŘ 

the support of several important officials who recognized his innate talent and sponsored his education with literary 

collections, teachers, and academic opportunities. Later in life, he rose on a literary tide that granted him several titles, 

ranks, and positions, swelling even to the use of the title Imperial Instructor and an honored seat on the editorial board 

ƻŦ ŀƴ ƛƳǇŜǊƛŀƭ ŎƻƳǇƛƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǊƘȅƳŜΦ [ǳ ¸Ǹ ǿas an eclectic scholar and wrote on a variety of subjects, including political 

and social theory, genealogy, famous people in history, officialdom, and local histories. 
 

!ǎ ŀ ¢ŀƻƛǎǘΣ [ǳ ¸Ǹ ǿŀǎ ŘŜŜǇƭȅ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¢ΩŀƴƎ ƛƳǇŜǊƛŀƭ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ƘƻƴƻǊƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ancestral line to Lao-tzu. When rebels 

ŘŜŦƛŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊƻƴŜΣ [ǳ ¸Ǹ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ƻǳǘǊŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƻȅŀƭǘȅ ōȅ ŎƻƳǇƻǎƛƴƎ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǇƻŜƳǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ Four 

Lamentations and The Obscuring of Heaven. To honor the triumph of the imperial forces over the rebel armies of An Lu-

shan and Shih Ssu-ƳƛƴƎ ƛƴ тсо !Φ5ΦΣ ƘŜ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ōǊƻƴȊŜ ōǊŀȊƛŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅΦ [ǳ ¸ǸΩǎ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊƻƴŜ 

was severely tested when his foster sister Li Yeh receive another imperial summons. Ascending the august dragon throne, 

the emperor Te-tsung called for her to ornament the inner palace where she was inducted into serving his personal court. 

²ƘŜƴ /ƘΩŀƴƎΩŀƴ ǿŀǎ ŀǘǘŀŎƪŜŘ ƛƴ туо !Φ5ΦΣ ǘƘŜ ŜƳǇŜǊƻǊ ŦƭŜŘΣ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ [ƛ ¸ŜƘ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀƭŀŎŜ ƭŀŘƛŜǎ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

mercy of the rebel general. When Te-tsung returned to the capital the next year, Li Yeh was denounced by eunuchs and 

ŎƘŀǊƎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŎǊƛƳŜǎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ŜƳǇŜǊƻǊ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜōŜƭΩǎ ƘŀƴŘǎΣ [ƛ ¸ŜƘ ǿǊƻǘŜ ŀ ǎƻƴƎ ƛƴ ǇǊŀƛǎŜ 

of the general. It was understood that her poem was coerced from her by her captor but there was no assuaging the 

ŜƳǇŜǊƻǊΩǎ ŀƴƎŜǊΦ IŜǊ ŀǊǘΣ [ƛ ¸ŜƘΩǎ ƻǿƴ ǇƻŜǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƳǳǎƛŎ ǿŜǊŜ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƘŜǊΦ [ƛ ¸ŜƘ ǿŀǎ ƘǳƳƛƭƛŀǘŜŘΣ 

tortured, and executed. If a lament was written to mourn Li Yeh, noƴŜ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜŘΦ [ǳ ¸Ǹ ǿŀǎ ǎƘƻŎƪŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀŘŘŜƴŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 

unimaginable loss of his sister and friend.  
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Lu Yu ōȅ ǎŜ ƴŜǎǘŀƭ ƴƛőƝƳ ōŜȊ ǇǌłǘŜƭǎƪŞƘƻ ǇƻƳŠǌƻǾłƴƝ ǎŜ ǎŜ ǎǾƻǳ ƴŜǾƭŀǎǘƴƝ ǎŜǎǘǊƻǳΦ ± ǇǌŜŘŜǇǎŀƴŞƳ őŀǎŜΣ ǇǌƛƧŀƭ ǾƭŀǎǘƴƝ 

ǇƻȊǾłƴƝ Řƻ ŎƝǎŀǌǎƪŞƘƻ ǇŀƭłŎŜΣ ŀƭŜ ƴŜōȅƭƻ ǘƻ ƪǾǻƭƛ ƧŜƘƻ ǾȊƘƭŜŘǳ ƴŜōƻ ƻǎƻōƴƻǎǘƛΦ [ǳ ¸ǳ ǎłƳ ǎŜōŜ ǇƻǇƛǎƻǾŀƭ Ƨŀƪƻ αƻǑƪƭƛǾŞƘƻάΣ 

αƴŜƻōƧŜƪǘƛǾƴƝƘƻΣ ǇƻǇǳŘƭƛǾŞƘƻ ŀ őŀǎǘƻ ǎǳōƧŜƪǘƛǾƴƝƘƻΦά YƻƪǘŀƭΣ ōȅƭ ǎŀƳƻǘłǌǎƪȇ ŀ ǊŜȊŜǊǾƻǾŀƴȇΣ ƛƎƴƻǊƻǾŀƭ ǎǇƻƭŜőƴƻǎǘΣ ǊŀŘŠƧƛ 

ǎŜ ǘƻǳƭŀƭ Ǉǌƛ ȊǇŠǾǳ ǇƻŜȊƛŜ ŀƴŜōƻ ōǳŘŘƘƛǎǘƛŎƪȇŎƘ ǇƝǎŜƳΣ αƴŀǌƝƪŀƭ ŀ ǇƭŀƪŀƭάΣ ŀȌ ǎƛ ƭƛŘŞ ƳȅǎƭŜƭƛΣ ȌŜ ȊŜǑƝƭŜƭΦ aŠƭ ǎƛƭƴŞ ǎƪƭƻƴȅ ƪ 

ǎŀƳƻǘłǌǎǘǾƝ ŀ ōŀǾƛƭƻ Ƙƻ ǎǘǳŘƻǾŀǘ v ƻǎŀƳŠƭƻǎǘƛΦ ¦Ȍ ƪŘȅȌ ōȅƭ ƳƭŀŘƝƪΣ ǇǊƻƧŜǾƛƭ ǎŜ ǳ ƴŠƘƻ ǾŜƭƪȇ ƭƛǘŜǊłǊƴƝ ǘŀƭŜƴǘΦ WŀƪƳƛƭŜ ǳƴƛƪƭ 

ƪƭłǑǘŜǊǳΣ ƻƘǊƻƳƛƭ ŀ ȊƝǎƪŀƭ ǇƻŘǇƻǊǳ ƴŠƪƻƭƛƪŀ ǾȇȊƴŀƳƴȇŎƘ ǵǌŜŘƴƝƪǻΣ ƪǘŜǌƝ ǊƻȊǇƻȊƴŀƭƛ ƧŜƘƻ ǾǊƻȊŜƴȇ ǘŀƭŜƴǘΣ ŀ sponzorovali jeho 

ǊƻȊǾƻƧ ƭƛǘŜǊłǊƴƝƳƛ ǎōƝǊƪŀƳƛΣ ǳőƛǘŜƭƛ ŀ ŀƪademƛŎƪȇƳƛ ǇǌƝƭŜȌƛǘƻǎǘƳƛΦ tƻȊŘŠƧƛ Ǿ ȌƛǾƻǘŠ ǎŜ ǊƻȊǾƛƴǳƭ Ǿ ƭƛǘŜǊłǊƴƝ ƻōƭŀǎǘƛΣ ŎƻȌ Ƴǳ 

ǾȅƴŜǎƭƻ ƴŠƪƻƭƛƪ ǘƛǘǳƭǻΣ ƘƻŘƴƻǎǘƝ ŀ ǇƻȊƛŎ ς dokonce ǎƳŠƭ ǳȌƝǾŀǘ ƛ ǘƛǘǳƭǳ α/Ɲǎŀǌǎƪȇ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƪǘƻǊά ς ŀ ǊƻǾƴŠȌ őŜǎǘƴŞ ƪǌŜǎƭƻ Ǿ 

ǊŜŘŀƪőƴƝ ǊŀŘŠ ŎƝǎŀǌǎƪŞƘƻ ǎōƻǊƴƝƪǳ ǊȇƳǻΦ [ǳ ¸ǳ ōȅƭ ŜƪƭŜƪǘƛŎƪȇ ǳőŜƴŜŎΣ ȊǇǊŀŎƻǾłǾŀƭ ƴŜƧǊǻȊƴŠƧǑƝ ǘŞƳŀǘŀ ǾőŜǘƴŠ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎƪȇŎƘ ŀ 

ǎƻŎƛłƭƴƝŎƘΣ ƎŜƴŜŀƭƻƎƛŜΣ ǎŜǇƛǎƻǾŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŜ ǎƭŀǾƴȇŎƘ ƭƛŘƝ őƛ ǵǌŜŘƴƝƪǻ ŀ ǾŠƴƻǾŀƭ ǎŜ ƛ ƭƻƪłƭƴƝ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛƛΦ 

 

 
 
 

Wŀƪƻ ǘŀƻƛǎǘŀ ōȅƭ [ǳ ¸ǳ ƘƭǳōƻŎŜ ƻŘŘłƴ ¢ϥŀƴƎǎƪŞƳǳ ŎƝǎŀǌǎƪŞƳǳ ŘƻƳǳ ŀ Ŏǘƛƭ ƧŜƘƻ ǊƻŘƻǾƻǳ ƭƛƴƛƛ ŀȌ ƪ [ŀƻ-ŎϥƳǳΦ YŘȅȌ ǎŜ ǊŜōŜƭƻǾŞ 

ǾȊōƻǳǌƛƭƛ ǇǊƻǘƛ ǘǊǻƴǳΣ ǾȅƧłŘǌƛƭ [ǳ ¸ǳ ǎǾƻƧŜ ǇƻōƻǳǌŜƴƝ ƛ ƭƻŀƧŀƭƛǘǳ ǎƭƻȌŜƴƝƳ ǎŞǊƛŜ ōłǎƴƝ ǎ ƴłȊǾȅ α2ǘȅǌƛ ƭŀƳŜƴǘŀŎŜά ŀ α½ŀǘŜƳƴŠƴƝ 

bŜōŜǎάΦ [ǳ ¸ǳ Řŀƭ ƻŘƭƝǘ ōǊƻƴȊƻǾŞ ǾȅƪǳǌƻǾŀŘƭƻ ŀ ǾŠƴƻǾŀƭ ƧŜ Ƨŀƪƻ ǇƻŎǘǳ ŎƝǎŀǌǎƪȇƳ ǎƛƭłƳΣ ƪǘŜǊŞ v ǊƻŎŜ тсо ȊǾƝǘŠȊƛƭƛ ƴŀŘ 

ŀǊƳłŘŀƳƛ ǇƻǾǎǘŀƭŎǻ !ƴ [ǳ-Ǒŀƴŀ ŀ {ƘƛƘ {ǎǳ-ƳƛƴƎŀΦ [ǳ ¸ǳƘƻ ǾƝǊŀ Ǿ ǘǊǻƴ ōȅƭŀ ǾȅǎǘŀǾŜƴŀ ǘŠȌƪŞ ȊƪƻǳǑŎŜΣ ƪŘȅȌ ƧŜƘƻ ƴŜǾƭŀǎǘƴƝ 

ǎŜǎǘǊŀ [ƛ ¸ŜƘ ƻōŘǊȌŜƭŀ ŘŀƭǑƝ ŎƝǎŀǌǎƪŞ ǇǌŜŘǾƻƭłƴƝΦ {Ŝ ǾȊŜǎǘǳǇŜƳ ǾȊƴŜǑŜƴŞƘƻ ŘǊŀőƝƘƻ ǘǊǻƴǳΣ ŎƝǎŀǌ ¢Ŝ-¢ǎǳƴƎ Ƨƛ ƻǇŠǘ ǇƻǾƻƭŀƭΣ 

ŀōȅ ȊƪǊłǑƭƛƭŀ ǾƴƛǘǌƴƝ ǇŀƭłŎΣ ƪŘŜ ōȅƭŀ ǳǾŜŘŜƴŀ ƪ ƧŜƘƻ ƻǎƻōƴƝƳǳ ŘǾƻǊǳΦ YŘȅȌ ōȅƭ /ƘϥŀƴƎϥŀƴ Ǿ ǊƻŎŜ туо ƴŀǇŀŘŜƴΣ ŎƝǎŀǌ ǳǘŜƪƭ ŀ 

ƴŜŎƘŀƭ ǘŀƳ [ƛ ¸ŜƘ ƛ ŘŀƭǑƝ ǇŀƭłŎƻǾŞ ŘłƳȅ ǾȅŘŀƴŞ ƴŀ Ƴƛƭƻǎǘ ƎŜƴŜǊłƭƻǾƛ ǊŜōŜƭǻΦ YŘȅȌ se Te-TsǳƴƎ Ǿ ƴłǎƭŜŘǳƧƝŎƝƳ ǊƻŎŜ ǾǊłǘƛƭ 

do ƘƭŀǾƴƝƘƻ ƳŠǎǘŀΣ ŜǳƴǳǑƛ ǳŘŀƭƛ [ƛ ̧ ŜƘ ŀ ƻōǾƛƴƛƭƛ Ƨƛ ȊŜ Ȋƭƻőƛƴǻ ǇǊƻǘƛ ǎǘłǘǳΦ ¦ǾŠŘƻƳƛƭƛ ŎƝǎŀǌΣ ȌŜ ƪŘȅȌ ōȅƭŀ [ƛ ¸ŜƘ Ǿ Ƴoci 

ǇƻǾǎǘŀƭŎǻΣ ƴŀǇǎŀƭŀ ǇƝǎŜƶ ƴŀ ǇƻőŜǎǘ ƎŜƴŜǊłƭŀΦ .ȅƭƻ ƧŀǎƴŞΣ ȌŜ ǎƛ ōłǎŜƶ Ǿȅƴǳǘƛƭ ƧŜƧƝ ǵƴƻǎŎŜΣ ŀƭŜ ǘƻ ƴŜǳǘƛǑƛƭƻ ŎƝǎŀǌǻǾ ƘƴŠǾΦ ¦ƳŠƴƝ 

[ƛ ¸ŜƘΣ ƧŜƧƝ ǾƭŀǎǘƴƝ ǇƻŜȊƛŜ ŀ ƘǳŘōŀΣ ōȅƭȅ ǇƻǳȌƛǘȅ Ƨŀƪƻ ŘǻƪŀȊ ǇǊƻǘƛ ƴƝΦ [ƛ ¸ŜƘ ōȅƭŀ ǇƻƴƝȌŜƴŀΣ ƳǳőŜƴŀ ŀ ǇƻǇǊŀǾŜƴŀΦ tƻƪǳŘ ōȅƭƻ 

ƴŀǇǎłƴƻ ƴŠƧŀƪŞ ƭŀƳŜƴǘƻ ǇǊƻ ƻǇƭŀƪłǾłƴƝ [ƛ ¸ŜƘΣ ǘŀƪ ǎŜ ƴŜŘƻŎƘƻǾŀƭƻΦ [ǳ ¸ǳ ōȅƭ ǑƻƪƻǾłƴ ŀ ȊŀǊƳƻǳŎŜƴ ƴŜǇǌŜŘǎǘŀǾƛǘŜlnou 

ȊǘǊłǘƻǳ ǎǾŞ ƴŜǾƭŀǎǘƴƝ ǎŜǎǘǊȅ ŀ ǇǌƝǘŜƭƪȅƴŠΦ 



Lb{¢L¢¦¢ w9b9{!b/9 Y¦[¢¦wbNIh 5=5L/¢±N ς STEVEN D. OWYOUNG: LU TONG & αtN{9d 2!W9ά 
 

 

 
12 

Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛŜǎǘŜǎǎ [ƛ ¸ŜƘΣ [ǳ ¸Ǹ ŎƻǳƴǘŜŘ ŀƳƻƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ¢ŀƻƛǎǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǊŜŎƭǳǎŜ /ƘŀƴƎ /ƘƛƘ-ho, who, like Lu 

ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΣ ŀƭǎƻ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ƘŜǊƳƛǘŀƎŜ ƻƴ ¢Ωƛŀƻ-Ƙǎƛ {ǘǊŜŀƳΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ǳƴƪƴƻǿƴ ƛŦ [ǳ ¸Ǹ ǿŀǎ ŎŜƭibate, but he never married; that fact 

ŀƭƻƴŜ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƘƛƳ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ŀ ǇǊƛŜǎǘƭȅ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǘǳǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ƛƴ ŀƴ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƻŦ [ǳ ¸ǸΦ In 

ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ ¢ΩŀƴƎΣ ǘŜŀ ƳŜǊŎƘŀƴǘǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜŘ ƎƭŀȊŜŘ ǇƻǊŎŜƭŀƛƴ ǎǘŀǘǳŜǎ ƻŦ [ǳ ¸Ǹ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘƻǿŜŘ ƘƛƳ seated, wearing a Taoist 

miter ς a tripartite, lotus-form headdress -- and reading a handscroll. Given out along with miniature tea sets by the 

ƳŜǊŎƘŀƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀǾƻǊŜŘ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŎŜǊŀƳƛŎ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǾŜǊŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ά{ŀƛƴǘ ƻŦ ¢ŜŀΦέ 

[ǳ ¸Ǹ ǎǘǳŘƛŜŘ ¢ŀƻƛǎǘ alchemy and was remarkably current on all of the theoretical developments of the eighth century 

A.D. in the esoteric field. In 759 A.D., he visited Mount Mao, the founding site of Shang-ŎƘΩƛƴƎ ¢ŀƻƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇƻǎƛǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ 

its most sacred scriptures. The /ƘΩŀ-ching (Book of Tea) and a lost work known as The Interpretation of Dreams were 

ŀƳƻƴƎ Ƙƛǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻǾŜǊǘƭȅ ¢ŀƻƛǎǘ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎǎΦ [ǳ ¸ǸΩǎ ǇǊƻŦƻǳƴŘ ¢ŀƻƛǎǘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

intimate connections between tea and Taoism, notably the prescriptive use of tea in the preparation and service of the 

drink. All were manifest in the Book of Tea. 
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YǊƻƳŠ ƪƴŠȌƪȅ [ƛ ¸ŜƘΣ ǇƻőƝǘŀƭ [ǳ ¸ǳ ƪŜ ǎǾȇƳ ǘŀƻƛǎǘƛŎƪȇƳ ǇǌłǘŜƭǻƳ ǘŀƪŞ ȊƴłƳŞƘƻ ǇƻǳǎǘŜǾƴƝƪŀ /ƘŀƴƎ /ƘƛƘ-ƘƻΣ ƪǘŜǊȇΣ ǎǘŜƧƴŠ 

Ƨŀƪƻ ƻƴ ǎłƳΣ Ȍƛƭ Ǿ ǇƻǳǎǘŜǾƴŠ ǳ Ǉƻǘƻƪŀ ¢ƛŀƻ-IǎƛΦ bŜƴƝ ȊƴłƳƻΣ ȊŘŀ [ǳ ¸ǳ ŘǊȌŜƭ ŎŜƭƛōłǘΣ ŀƭŜ ƴƛƪŘȅ ǎŜ ƴŜƻȌŜƴƛƭΤ ǘŀǘƻ ǎƪǳǘŜőƴƻǎǘ 

Ƙƻ ǇǌƛōƭƝȌƛƭŀ ƪŜ ƪƴŠȌǎƪŞƳǳ ȌƛǾƻǘǳ ƛ ȊƧŜǾǳΦ tƻǇǳƭłǊƴƝ ǇǌŜŘǎǘŀǾŀ ƻ [ǳ ¸ǳƛƳ ǎƻǳǾƛǎŜƭŀ ǎ ƧŜƘƻ ǾȊƘƭŜŘŜƳΦ ± ƻōŘƻōƝ ǇƻȊŘƴƝŎƘ 

¢ϥŀƴƎǻ őŀƧƻǾƝ ƻōŎƘƻŘƴƝŎƛ ƻōƧŜŘƴłǾŀƭƛ ǎƻǑƪȅ Ȋ ƎƭŀȊƻǾŀƴŞƘƻ ǇƻǊŎŜƭłƴǳ ǇǌŜŘǎǘŀǾǳƧƝŎƝ [ǳ ¸ǳƘƻ ǎ ǘǌƝǎǘǊŀƴƴƻǳ taoistickou 

ǇƻƪǊȇǾƪǳ ƘƭŀǾȅ ǾŜ ǘǾŀǊǳ ƭƻǘƻǎǳΣ Ƨŀƪ ǎŜŘƝ ŀ őǘŜ ǎƛ ǾŜ ǎǾƛǘƪǳΦ tǊƻǘƻȌŜ ǎǾȇƳ ǾłȌŜƴȇƳ ƻōŎƘƻŘƴƝƳ ȊłƪŀȊƴƝƪǻƳ ŘłǾŀƭƛ ǘǳǘƻ ǎƻǑƪǳ 

spolu s miniatuǊƴƝ őŀƧƻǾƻǳ ǎƻǳǇǊŀǾƻǳΣ ōȅƭ [ǳ ¸ǳ ŎǘŠƴ Ƨŀƪƻ αǎǾŠǘŜŎ őŀƧŜάΦ 

[ǳ ¸ǳ ǎǘǳŘƻǾŀƭ ǘŀƻƛǎǘƛŎƪƻǳ ŀƭŎƘȅƳƛƛ ŀ ƳŠƭ ǇƻȊƻǊǳƘƻŘƴŠ ŀƪǘǳłƭƴƝ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀŎŜ ƻ ǘŜƻǊŜǘƛŎƪȇŎƘ ǇƻƪǊƻŎƝŎƘ ƴŀ Ǉƻƭƛ ŜǎƻǘŜǊƛƪȅ 

ƻǎƳŞƘƻ ǎǘƻƭŜǘƝΦ ± ǊƻŎŜ трф ƴŀǾǑǘƝǾƛƭ ƘƻǊǳ aŀƻΣ ƪŘŜ ōȅƭ ȊŀƭƻȌŜƴ {ƘŀƴƎ-/ƘϥƛƴƎǎƪȇ ǘŀƻƛǎƳǳǎ ŀ ƪŘŜ ōȅƭŀ ǳƭƻȌŜƴŀ ƧŜƘƻ 

ƴŜƧǇƻǎǾłǘƴŠƧǑƝ ǇƝǎƳŀΦ /Ƙϥŀ-/ƘƛƴƎ όYƴƛƘŀ ƻ őŀƧƛύ ŀ ƴŜŘƻŎƘƻǾŀƴŞ ŘƝƭƻ ±ȇƪƭŀŘ ǎƴǻ Ǉŀǘǌƛƭȅ ƳŜȊƛ ƧŜƘƻ ƴŜƧǊƻȊǑƝǌŜƴŠƧǑƝ ǘŀƻƛǎǘƛŎƪŞ 

ǎǇƛǎȅΦ [ǳ ¸ǳƘƻ ǊƻȊǎłƘƭŞ ǘŀƻƛǎǘƛŎƪŞ ȊƪǳǑŜƴƻǎǘƛ Ƴǳ ǇƻǎƪȅǘƻǾŀƭȅ Ƙƭǳōƻƪȇ ǾƘƭŜŘ Řƻ ŘǻǾŠǊƴŞƘƻ ǎǇƻƧŜƴƝ őŀƧŜ ŀ taoismu, krom 

ƧƛƴŞƘƻ ƛ ǇǌŜŘǇƛǎǻ ǇǊƻ ȊŀŎƘłȊŜƴƝ ǎ őŀƧŜƳ ōŠƘŜƳ ƧŜƘƻ ǇǌƝǇǊŀǾȅΣ ǇƻŘłǾłƴƝ ƛ ǇƛǘƝΦ ¢ƻ ǾǑŜ ƻȊǌŜƧƳƛƭ Ǿ YƴƛȊŜ ƻ őŀƧƛΦ 
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HERMIT OF MOUNT SUNG 

 
Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴŘ ƻŦ [ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŘŜǊ ǘŜŀ ƳŀǎǘŜǊ [ǳ ¸Ǹ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƘΩŀ-ching were models of the art of tea and eremitic Taoism. 

.ȅ ŀ ǉǳƛǊƪ ƻŦ ŦŀǘŜΣ [ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎ ǿŀǎ ōƻǊƴ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎŀŎǊŜŘ ƻŦ ¢ŀƻƛǎǘ ǇƭŀŎŜǎΦ Iƛǎ ƘƻƳŜǘƻǿƴ ƻŦ /ƘƛȅǸŀƴΣ Iƻƴŀƴ ǿŀǎ 

ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ŦƻǊ aƻǳƴǘ ²ŀƴƎǿǳΣ άƳƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎΩǎ ŎƘŀƳōŜǊΣέ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ƘƻŀǊȅ ŀƴǘƛǉǳƛǘȅ ǘƘŜ ¸Ŝƭƭƻǿ 9ƳǇŜǊƻǊ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ 

the Scripture of the Divine Elixirs of the Nine Tripods. The hundreds of medicinal plants that grew abundantly on the 

ǎƭƻǇŜǎ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ ǇƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǇƻǘƘŜŎŀǊƛŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ¢ΩŀƴƎ ŀƭŎƘŜƳƛǎǘ {ǳƴ {ǎǳ-mo who roamed Wangwu in search 

of herbal remedies. Ssu-Ƴŀ /ƘΩŜƴƎ-chen, the twelfth patriarch of the Shang-ŎƘΩƛƴƎ ¢ŀƻƛǎǘ ǎŜŎǘΣ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘǊŀƴǉǳƛƭ ǎŜŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ 

ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀŎǊŜŘ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ƛƴ ŀ Ǉŀƭŀǘƛŀƭ ǘŜƳǇƭŜ ōǳƛƭǘ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳ ƛƴ тнп !Φ5Φ ōȅ 9ƳǇŜǊƻǊ IǎǸŀƴ-tsung. The sanctity of his 

ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎǎ ƛƳōǳŜŘ [ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŘŜŜǇ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘe spiritual, and Taoism was held by him all of his life -- his poetry 

and tea, reflections of its teachings. 

[ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘŜŀ ƛƴ {ǘƻƴŜ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜΣ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƴŜŀǊ aƻǳƴǘ ²ŀƴƎǿǳ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƘŜ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ Ǿƛƭƭŀ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ 

wife and children. Originally from Fangyang, Loyang, he was a member of an aristocratic clan and belonged to landed 

gentry, his status and means allowed him a life devoted to family and the aesthetic ideal. He called himself "Master Jade 

{ǘǊŜŀƳϦ ό¸Ǹ-ch'uan tzu) after a local mountain spring, laying claim to the cosmic yin, the expressive Taoist force of water. 

While on pilgrimage to Mount Sung, one of the five sacred mountains of Taoism, he stayed to live in seclusion for years 

on Lesser Stone, a peak rising amidst the monastic sanctuaries that flourished on its slopes. There he pursued scholarship, 

ǇƻŜǘǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀ ƛƴ ŀ ǘǊŀƴǉǳƛƭƛǘȅ ōǊƻƪŜƴ ƻƴƭȅ ōȅ ǘƘŜ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ƻŦ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ƳƻǾŜŘ [ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎ 

to abandon his solitude. But he descended from his Taoist hermitage around 810 A.D. and entered the old city of Loyang. 

Known as the Eastern Capital, Loyang was the official city and residence of the crown prince and a major market and 

ŜƴǘǊŜǇƾǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƳǇƛǊŜΦ 5ƛǾƛŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ [ƻ wƛǾŜǊΣ [ƻȅŀƴƎ ōƻŀǎǘŜŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƳŀǊƪŜǘǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ 

northern, eastern and western quadrants and accessible by an intricate network of canals and channels. In the seventh 

ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ !Φ5ΦΣ άƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘŜƴ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘ ōƻŀǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅέ ŎǊƻǿŘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ΩǳƴƎ-chi Bridge near North 

aŀǊƪŜǘΦ Wǳǎǘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŜǊƛŀƭ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ /ƘΩŀƴƎΩŀƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀŘŜ ǘŜǊƳƛƴǳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ƛƭƪ wƻŀŘΣ [ƻȅŀƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŝŀǎǘ 

funneled tribute grains, silk, and tea and all the exotic goods and materials of the abundant south to the western capital. 

Borne on the waters of the Grand Canal, the wealth of the empire streamed into bustling Loyang where the nobility, 

officials, and merchants shared in the riches, gathering in select neighborhoods near the southern gate and building great 

mansions and splendid gardens. 

[ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ [ƻȅŀƴƎ ŀ ŎŜƭŜōǊƛǘȅΦ IŜ ƻǿŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀƳŜ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭǳƴŀǊ ǎǇŜŎǘŀŎƭŜ ƻŦ умл !Φ5Φ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŀ ƭƻƴƎΣ ƛƴǘǊƛŎŀǘŜ 

prose poem he entitled "Eclipse of the Moon" to commemorate a wintry scene of ice and cold when the midmonth moon 

and its radiant light were gradually dimmed: 

... At first it seemed that a white lotus 
IŀŘ ŦƭƻŀǘŜŘ ǳǇ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 5ǊŀƎƻƴ YƛƴƎΩǎ ǇŀƭŀŎŜΦ 
But this night ... was not like other nights; 
For now we saw a strange thing: 
There was something eating its way inside the rim ... 
Ring and disc crumbled away ... 
Darkness smeared the whole sky like soot ... 
  
¢ƘŜ ǇƻŜǘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ ǘŀƭŜ ƻŦ άŀ ŘŜƳƻƴ ŦǊƻƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ Ŝŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƻƴΣέ ŀ ƳƻƴǎǘǊƻǳǎ ŎǊŜŀǘǳǊŜ ƭǳǎǘŦǳƭ ȅŜǘ 

careless of evil, choosing only to devoǳǊ ƭǳƳƛƴƻǳǎ ǇǳǊƛǘȅΦ [ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎ ǘƘŜƴ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊǊƻǊ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅΥ 
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th¦{¢9±bNY ½ Ihw¸ {¦bD 
 
2ŀƧƻǾȇ ƳƛǎǘǊ [ǳ ¸ǳ ŀ ƧŜƘƻ ƪƴƛƘŀ /Ƙϥŀ-/ƘƛƴƎ ōȅƭȅ ǇǊƻ ƳƭŀŘǑƝƘƻ [ǳ ¢ǳƴƎŀ ǾȊƻǊŜƳ őŀƧƻǾŞƘƻ ǳƳŠƴƝ ǘŀƻƛǎǘȅ ς ǇƻǳǎǘŜǾƴƝƪŀΦ 

IǌƝőƪƻǳ ƻǎǳŘǳ ǎŜ [ǳ ¢ǳƴƎ ƴŀǊƻŘƛƭ ƴŀ ƧŜŘƴƻƳ Ȋ ƴŜƧǇƻǎǾłǘƴŠƧǑƝ ǘŀƻƛǎǘƛŎƪȇŎƘ ƳƝǎǘΦ WŜƘƻ ǊƻŘƴŞ ƳŠǎǘƻ /ƘƛȅǸŀƴ Ǿ Honanu bylo 

ǇǊƻǎƭŀǾŜƴŞ ŘƝƪȅ ƘƻǌŜ ȊǾŀƴŞ ²ŀƴƎǿǳ αIƻǊŀ YǊłƭŜ YƻƳƻǊȅάΣ ƪŘŜ Ǿ ŘłǾƴȇŎƘ ŘƻōłŎƘ ¿ƭǳǘȇ ŎƝǎŀǌ ƻōŘǊȌŜƭ YƴƛƘǳ ŦƻǊƳǳƭƝ 

.ƻȌǎƪŞƘƻ ŜƭƛȄƝǊǳ ŘŜǾƝǘƛ ƪƻǘƭǻΦ {ǘƻǾƪȅ ƭŞőƛǾȇŎƘ ǊƻǎǘƭƛƴΣ ƪǘŜǊŞ Ǌƻǎǘƭȅ ƘƻƧƴŠ ƴŀ ǎǾŀȊƝŎƘ ƘƻǊȅΣ Ǉǌƛƭłƪŀƭȅ ƭŞƪŀǌŜ ŀ ƭŞƪłǊƴƝƪȅΣ Ƨŀƪƻ 

ōȅƭ Ǌŀƴȇ ¢ϥŀƴƎǎƪȇ ŀƭŎƘȅƳƛǎǘŀ {ǳƴ {ǎǳ-ƳƻΣ ƪǘŜǊȇ ǎŜ ǘƻǳƭŀƭ Ǉƻ ²ŀƴƎǿǳ Ǉǌƛ ƘƭŜŘłƴƝ ōȅƭƛƴΦ {ǎǳ-ma Ch'eng-ŎƘŜƴΣ ŘǾŀƴłŎǘȇ 

ǇŀǘǊƛŀǊŎƘŀ ǘŀƻƛǎǘƛŎƪŞ ǎŜƪǘȅ Shang-/ƘϥƛƴƎΣ Ȍƛƭ ƴŀ ǇƻǎǾłǘƴŞ ƘƻǌŜ Ǿ ƪƭƛŘƴŞƳ ǵǎǘǊŀƴƝ ƘƻƴƻǎƴŞƘƻ ŎƘǊłƳǳΣ ƪǘŜǊȇ ǇǊƻ ƴŠƘƻ Ǌƻƪǳ 

тнп Ǉƻ YǊΦ ǇƻǎǘŀǾƛƭ ŎƝǎŀǌ IǎǸŀƴ-ǘǎǳƴƎΦ tƻǎǾłǘƴƻǎǘ ŎŜƭŞƘƻ ƻƪƻƭƝ ǇǊƻŘŎƘƴǳƭŀ [ǳ ¢ǳƴƎŀ ƘƭǳōƻƪȇƳ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳłƭƴƝƳ ǇƻŎƛǘŜƳ ŀ 

ǘŀƻƛǎƳǳ Ƙƻ ǇǊƻǾłȊŜƭ ŎŜƭȇ ȌƛǾƻǘΣ Ǿ jeho poezii a v őŀƧƛ ƛ Ǿ ǊŜŦƭŜȄƝŎƘ ƧŜƘƻ ƴŀǳƪȅΦ 

[ǳ ¢ǳƴƎ ǊƻȊǾƝƧŜƭ ǎǾŞ őŀƧƻǾŞ ǳƳŠƴƝ Ǿ YŀƳŜƴƴŞ ±ŜǎƴƛŎƛ ƭŜȌƝŎƝ ƴŜŘŀƭŜƪƻ ƻŘ ƘƻǊȅ ²ŀƴƎǿǳΣ ƪŘŜ ōȅŘƭŜƭ ǾŜ ǾŜƴƪƻǾǎƪŞ ǾƛƭŜ ǎŜ 

ǎǾƻǳ ȌŜƴƻǳ ŀ ŘŠǘƳƛΦ tǻǾƻŘƴŠ ǇƻŎƘłȊŜƭ Ȋ CŀƴƎȅŀƴƎ Ǿ LuoyangǳΣ Ǉŀǘǌƛƭ ƪ ǾŜƴƪƻǾǎƪŞƳǳ ǑƭŜŎƘǘƛŎƪŞƳǳ ǊƻŘǳΣ ǘŀƪȌŜ ƧŜƘo 

ǇƻǎǘŀǾŜƴƝ ŀ ǇǊƻǎǘǌŜŘƪȅ Ƴǳ ōŠƘŜƳ ƧŜƘƻ ŎŜƭŞƘƻ ȌƛǾƻǘŀ ǳƳƻȌƶƻǾŀƭȅ ǾŠƴƻǾŀǘ ǎŜ ǊƻŘƛƴŠ ƛ ŜǎǘŜǘƛŎƪȇƳ ƛŘŜłƭǻƳΦ {łƳ sebe 

ƴŀȊȇǾŀƭ αaƛǎǘǊ bŜŦǊƛǘƻǾŞƘƻ tƻǘƻƪŀά ό¸ǳ-ǘȊǳ /Ƙϥǳŀƴύ ǇƻŘƭŜ ƳƝǎǘƴƝƘƻ ƘƻǊǎƪŞƘƻ ǇǊŀƳŜƴŜΣ ƪǘŜǊȇ ǎƛ őƛƴƛƭ ƴłǊƻƪ ōȇǘ ȊŘǊƻƧŜƳ 

ƪƻǎƳƛŎƪŞƘƻ ƧƛƴΣ ǾȇȊƴŀƳƴƻǳ ǘŀƻƛǎǘƛŎƪƻǳ ŜƴŜǊƎƛƝ ǾƻŘȅΦ .ŠƘŜƳ ǇǳǘƻǾłƴƝ ƪ ƘƻǌŜ {ǳƴƎΣ ƧŜŘƴŞ Ȋ ǇŠǘƛ ǇƻǎǾłǘƴȇŎƘ ƘƻǊ ǘŀƻƛǎƳǳΣ 

Ȋǻǎǘŀƭ ȌƝǘ Ǿ ǵǎǘǊŀƴƝ ƴŀ ǾǊŎƘƻƭƪǳ aŜƴǑƝ YłƳŜƴΣ ƧŜƘƻȌ ǾǊŎƘ ǎŜ ǘȅőƛƭ ƴŀŘ ƪƭłǑǘŜǊƴƝƳƛ ǎǾŀǘȅƴŠƳƛΣ ƪǘŜǊŞ ǾȊƪǾŞǘŀƭȅ ƴŀ ƧŜƘƻ ǎǾŀȊƝŎƘΦ 

½ŘŜ ǎŜ ǾŠƴƻǾŀƭ ǎǘǳŘƛǳΣ ǇƻŜȊƛƛ ŀ őŀƧƛ Ǿ ƪƭƛŘǳΣ ƪǘŜǊȇ ƴŀǊǳǑƻǾŀƭȅ ǇƻǳȊŜ ƻōőŀǎƴŞ ƴłǾǑǘŠǾȅ ǊƻŘƛƴȅ ŀ ǇǌłǘŜƭΦ WŜ ƻǘłȊƪƻǳΣ Ŏƻ ǇǌƛƳŠƭƻ 

[ǳ ¢ǳƴƎŀΣ ŀōȅ ƻǇǳǎǘƛƭ ǎǾƻƧƛ ǎŀƳƻǘǳΦ ± ǊƻŎŜ умл ǎŜǎǘƻǳǇƛƭ ȊŜ ǎǾŞ ǘŀƻƛǎǘƛŎƪŞ ǇƻǳǎǘŜǾƴȅ ŀ ǇǌƛǑŜƭ Řƻ ǎǘŀǊƻōȅƭŞƘƻ ƳŠǎǘŀ 

Luoyangu. 

LuoyangΣ ȊƴłƳȇ Ƨŀƪƻ ƘƭŀǾƴƝ ƳŠǎǘƻ ±ȇŎƘƻŘǳΣ ōȅƭ ǵǌŜŘƴƝƳ ƳŠǎǘŜƳΣ ǎƝŘƭŜƳ ƪƻǊǳƴƴƝƘƻ ǇǊƛƴŎŜΣ ŀ ǘŀƪŞ ƘƭŀǾƴƝƳ ǘǊƘŜƳ 

a ƻōŎƘƻŘƴƝƳ ŎŜƴǘǊŜƳ ǌƝǑŜΦ /Ƙƭƻǳōƻǳ LuoyanguΣ ǊƻȊŘŠƭŜƴŞƘƻ ǌŜƪƻǳ [uƻΣ ōȅƭŀ ǎǇƭŜǘƛǘł ǎƝǙ ƪŀƴłƭǻ ȊǇǌƝǎǘǳǇƶǳƧƝŎƝ ǘǌƛ ǾŜƭƪł 

ǘǊȌƛǑǘŠ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎƪȅ ǎƛǘǳƻǾŀƴł Ǿ ǎŜǾŜǊƴƝΣ ǾȇŎƘƻŘƴƝ ŀ ȊłǇŀŘƴƝ őǘǾǊǘƝ ƳŠǎǘŀΦ ± ǎŜŘƳŞƳ ǎǘƻƭŜǘƝ αǾƝŎŜ ƴŜȌ ŘŜǎŜǘ ǘƛǎƝŎ ƭƻŘƝ Ȋ ŎŜƭŞ 

ȊŜƳŠΣά ǎŜ ǘƝǎƴƛƭƻ ǳ Ƴƻǎǘǳ ¢ǳƴƎ-ŎƘƛ ǇƻōƭƝȌ {ŜǾŜǊƴƝƘƻ ¢ǊƘǳΦ /ƝǎŀǌǎƪŞ ƘƭŀǾƴƝ ƳŠǎǘƻ /ƘϥŀƴƎϥŀƴ ƴŀ ȊłǇŀŘŠ ǎƭƻǳȌƛƭƻ Ƨŀƪƻ 

ƻōŎƘƻŘƴƝ ǘŜǊƳƛƴłƭ IŜŘǾłōƴŞ /ŜǎǘȅΣ Luoyangu ƴŀ ǾȇŎƘƻŘŠ ōȅƭ ƪŀƴłƭŜƳ ƻŘƪǳŘ ǇǊƻǳŘƛƭ ǘǊƛōǳǘ Ǿ ǇƻŘƻōŠ ƻōƛƭƝΣ ƘŜŘǾłōƝΣ őŀƧŜ 

ŀ ǾŜǑƪŜǊŞƘƻ ŜȄƻǘƛŎƪŞƘƻ ȊōƻȌƝ ŀ ƳŀǘŜǊƛłƭǻ Ȋ ōƻƘŀǘǎǘǾƝƳ ƻǇƭȇǾŀƧƝŎƝƘƻ ƴŀ ƧƛƘǳ Řƻ ȊłǇŀŘƴƝƘƻ ƘƭŀǾƴƝƘƻ ƳŠǎǘŀΦ bŜǎŜƴƻ ǾƻŘŀƳƛ 

±ŜƭƪŞƘƻ YŀƴłƭǳΣ ǇǊƻǳŘƛƭƻ ōƻƘŀǘǎǘǾƝ ǌƝǑŜ Řƻ ǊǳǑƴŞƘƻ LuoyanguΣ ƪŘŜ ǑƭŜŎƘǘŀΣ ǵǌŜŘƴƝŎƛ ƛ ƻōŎƘƻŘƴƝŎƛ ǎƘǊƻƳŀȌřƻǾŀƭƛ ŀ ǎŘƝƭŜƭƛ 

ǎǾł ōƻƘŀǘǎǘǾƝ Ǿ ǇǊƻƳƛƴŜƴǘƴƝŎƘ őǘǾǊǘƝŎƘ ǳ ƧƛȌƴƝ ōǊłƴȅ ŀ ǾȅǘǾłǌŜƭƛ ǎƪǾŠƭŞ ǊŜȊƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŀ ƴłŘƘŜǊƴŞ ȊŀƘǊŀŘȅΦ 

Do Luoyangǳ ǇǌƛǑŜƭ [ǳ ¢ǳƴƎ ǳȌ Ƨŀƪƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊƛǘŀΦ ½ŀ ǎǾƻǳ ǎƭłǾǳ Ȋőłǎǘƛ ǾŘŠőƛƭ ƳŠǎƝőƴƝ ǇƻŘƝǾŀƴŞ Ǿ ǊƻŎŜ умл ŀ ǎǾŞ ǎƭƻȌƛǘŞ ŀ ƻōǎłƘƭŞ 

ōłǎƴƛ ƴŀȊǾŀƴŞ α½ŀǘƳŠƴƝ ƳŠǎƝŎŜά ǾŠƴƻǾŀƴŞ ǘŞǘƻ ǳŘłƭƻǎǘƛΦ tƻǇƛǎƻǾŀƭ Ǿ ƴƝ ƳǊŀȊƛǾƻǳ ǎŎŜƴŞǊƛƛΣ ƪŘȅ ǳǇǊƻǎǘǌŜŘ ǵǇƭƶƪǳ ƧŀǎƴŠ 

ȊłǌƝŎƝ ƳŠǎƝŎ Ȋŀőŀƭ ǘŜƳƴŠǘΥ 

ΦΦΦ bŜƧǇǊǾŜ ǘƻ ǾȅǇŀŘŀƭƻ Ƨŀƪƻ ōƝƭȇ ƭƻǘƻǎ 
±ȊƴłǑŜƭ ƴŀŘ ǇŀƭłŎŜƳ 5ǊŀőƝƘƻ ƪǊłƭŜΦ 
!ƭŜ ŘƴŜǑƴƝ ǾŜőŜǊ ΦΦΦ ƴŜōȅƭ ƧƛƴŞ ǾŜőŜǊȅΤ 
± ǘǳ ŎƘǾƝƭƛ ƧǎƳŜ ǳǾƛŘŠƭƛ ǇƻŘƛǾƴƻǳ ǾŠŎΥ 
bŠŎƻ ǳȌƝǊŀƭƻ ƧŜƧ ǇƻǎǘǳǇǳƧƝŎ ƻŘ ƭŜƳǳΦΦΦ 
Prsten i kruh se rozpadly... 
¢Ƴŀ ȊŀǑǇƛƴƛƭŀ ŎŜƭƻǳ ƻōƭƻƘǳ Ƨŀƪƻ ǎŀȊŜ ΦΦΦ 
 
.łǎƴƝƪ Ǉŀƪ ǾȅǇǊłǾŠƭ ŘłǾƴƻǳ ǇƻǾŠǎǘ ƻ αȌŀōƝƳ ŘŞƳƻƴǳΣ ƪǘŜǊȇ ǇǌƛŎƘłȊƝ ǎƴƝǎǘ ƳŠǎƝŎάΣ ƻ řłōŜƭǎƪȅ ōŜȊƻƘƭŜŘƴȇƳ ŀ ȌłŘƻǎǘƛǾŞƳ 

monstru, ƪǘŜǊŞ ǎŜ ŎƘȅǎǘł ǇƻƘƭǘƛǘ ƧŜƘƻ ȊłǌƛǾƻǳ őƛǎǘƻǘǳΦ [ǳ ¢ǳƴƎ Ǉŀƪ ǇƻǇǎŀƭ ƘǊǻȊǳ ǇǌƝƳƻ ǘŀƪǘƻΥ 
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With lips stretched wide and gaping jaws, you eat insatiably. 
You have fed your disobedience by eating the eye of Heaven. 
How long before the Lord on High ordains your execution? 
[after A.C. Graham, trans.] 

Ϧ9ŎƭƛǇǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƻƻƴϦ ŎƛǊŎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ǿƛŘŜƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ [ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎ ƎŀƛƴŜŘ ŀ ǊŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŦŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎŀƭ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǊȅ ōƻƳōŀǎǘ ŀǎ 

well as derring-do. High officials at court were impressed, particularly those who believed the poem to be an attack on 

the eunuch clique clawing its way to power through the shadows of the imperial palace. Many thought that Heaven 

represented the emperor, and the bright moon symbolized the pure light of a loyal and incorruptible official who warned 

ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ŜǾƛƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜǳƴǳŎƘǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǳǘǘŜǊƭȅ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ άŘŜƳƻƴ ŦǊƻƎΦέ ¢ƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ [ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎ ǿŀǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

lips of all the gossips. The famous writer of ancient-ǎǘȅƭŜ ǇǊƻǎŜΣ Iŀƴ ¸ǸΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǿǊƻǘŜ ŀ ǇƻŜǘƛŎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ [ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎΣ ŀ ƳƻǾŜ 

that earned both men the enmity of the eunuchs. 

The power of the eunuchs was insidious and formidable. Only months before the eclipse saw the establishment of the 

Office of Privy Affairs, an inner palace department staffed by eunuchs who controlled the flow of documents from the 

bureaucrats of the outer palace to the emperor. The Office was headed by chief eunuchs who exercised the informal but 

nonetheless influential privilege of advising the throne. The might of the Office was reinforced by eunuch commanders of 

the palace armies stationed on alert just west of the capital. With their grip on the throne tightening, the eunuchs reveled 

in their success, becoming more abusive and voracious in their appetite for power, cowing all who opposed them. 

  



Lb{¢L¢¦¢ w9b9{!b/9 Y¦[¢¦wbNIh 5=5L/¢±N ς STEVEN D. OWYOUNG: LU TONG & αtN{9d 2!W9ά 
 

 

 
19 

 

 
{Ŝ Ǌǘȅ ǑƛǊƻŎŜ ǊƻȊŜǾǌŜƴȇƳƛ ŀ ȊŜƧƝŎƝƳƛ őŜƭƛǎǘƳƛΣ ƴŜƴŀǎȅǘƴŠ ƘƻŘǳƧŜǑΦ 
¿ƛǾŜƴȇ ǾƭŀǎǘƴƝ ƴŜǇƻǎƭǳǑƴƻǎǘƝ ǾȅƧƝŘłǑ ƻƪƻ bŜōŜΦ 
Wŀƪ ŘƭƻǳƘƻ ƧŜǑǘŠ ǇƻǘǊǾłΣ ƴŜȌ tłƴ ±ȇǑƛƴ ƴŀǌƝŘƝ ǘǾƻƧƛ ǇƻǇǊŀǾǳΚ 
[podle A. C. Grahama] 

α½ŀǘƳŠƴƝ aŠǎƝŎŜά ǎŜ ǊȅŎƘƭŜ ǊƻȊǑƝǌƛƭƻ ŀ [ǳ ¢ǳƴƎ ǎƛ ȊƝǎƪŀƭ ǊŜǇǳǘŀŎƛ ŘƝƪȅ ŦŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎƪȇƳ ƻōǊŀȊǻƳ ŀ ƭƛǘŜǊłǊƴƝ ōƻƳōŀǎǘƛőƴƻǎǘƛΣ ŀ 

ǘŀƪŞ ƛ ŘƝƪȅ ƻŘǾŀȊŜΦ ±ȅǎƻŎƝ ǎƻǳŘƴƝ ǵǌŜŘƴƝŎƛ ōȅƭƛ ƻƘǊƻƳŜƴƛΣ ȊŜƧƳŞƴŀ Ǉŀƪ ǘƛΣ ƪǘŜǌƝ ōȅƭƛ ǇǌŜǎǾŠŘőŜƴƛΣ ȌŜ ōłǎŜƶ ǵǘƻőƝ ƴŀ ƪƭƛƪǳ 

ŜǳƴǳŎƘǻΣ ƪǘŜǊł ǎŜ ŘǊłǇŜ ƪ ƳƻŎƛ ǾȅǳȌƝǾŀƧƝŎŜ ǎǘƝƴǳ ŎƝǎŀǌǎƪŞƘƻ ǇŀƭłŎŜΦ aƴƻȊƝ ǎƛ ƳȅǎƭŜƭƛΣ ȌŜ bŜōŜ ǇǌŜŘǎǘŀǾǳƧŜ ŎƝǎŀǌŜΣ Ƨŀǎƴȇ 

ƳŠǎƝŎ ǎȅƳōƻƭƛȊǳƧŜ őƛǎǘŞ ǎǾŠǘƭƻ ƭƻŀƧŀƭƛǘȅ ŀ ƴŜǵǇƭŀǘƴŞƘƻ ǵǌŜŘƴƝƪŀΣ ƪǘŜǊȇ ǾŀǊƻǾŀƭ ǇǌŜŘ ǊƻǎǘƻǳŎƝƳ ȊƭŜƳ ŜǳƴǳŎƘǻΣ ŀ ōȅƭ 

ƴŀǇǊƻǎǘƻ ȊƴƛőŜƴ αŘŞƳƻƴŜƳ ȌłōȅΦά [ǳ ¢ǳƴƎƻǾƻ ƧƳŞƴƻ ƳŠƭƛ ƴŀ ǊǘŜŎƘ ǾǑƛŎƘƴƛ ƪƭŜǾŜǘƴƝŎƛΦ Iŀƴ ¸ǳΣ ǎƭŀǾƴȇ ǎǇƛǎƻǾŀǘŜƭ ǇƝǑƝŎƝ ǾŜ 

ǎǘȅƭǳ ǎǘŀǊƻōȅƭȇŎƘ ǇǊƽȊΣ ŘƻƪƻƴŎŜ ƴŀǇǎŀƭ ǇƻŜǘƛŎƪƻǳ ƻŘǇƻǾŠř [ǳ ¢ǳƴƎƻǾƛΣ őƝƳȌǘƻ ǎƛ ƻōŀ ƳǳȌƛ ǾȅǎƭƻǳȌƛƭƛ ƴŜǇǌłǘŜƭǎǘǾƝ ŜǳƴǳŎƘǻΦ 

{Ɲƭŀ ŜǳƴǳŎƘǻ ōȅƭŀ ȊłƪŜǌƴł ŀ ƻōǊƻǾǎƪłΦ tƻǳƘȇŎƘ ƴŠƪƻƭƛƪ ƳŠǎƝŎǻ ǇǌŜŘ ȊŀǘƳŠƴƝƳ ǾȊƴƛƪƭ ¨ǌŀŘ ǘŀƧƴȇŎƘ ǾŠŎƝΣ ǾƴƛǘǌƴƝ ǇŀƭłŎƻǾŞ 

ƻŘŘŠƭŜƴƝ ǎƭƻȌŜƴŞ Ȋ ŜǳƴǳŎƘǻΣ ƪǘŜǊȇ ǌƝŘƛƭƻ ǘƻƪ ŘƻƪǳƳŜƴǘǻ Ȋ ōȅǊƻƪǊŀŎƛŜ ǾƴŠƧǑƝƘƻ ǇŀƭłŎŜ ƪ ŎƝǎŀǌƛΦ ¨ǌŀŘ ǾŜŘƭ ǾǊŎƘƴƝ ŜǳƴǳŎƘΣ 

ƪǘŜǊȇ ǳǇƭŀǘƶƻǾŀƭ ƴŜŦƻǊƳłƭƴƝΣ ŀƭŜ ǇǌŜǎǘƻ ǾƭƛǾƴƻǳ ǾȇǎŀŘǳΣ ǊŀŘƛǘ ǘǊǻƴǳΦ aƻŎ ǵǌŀŘǳ ōȅƭŀ ǇƻǎƝƭŜƴŀ ŜǳƴǳǑǎƪȇƳƛ ƧŜŘƴƻǘƪŀƳƛ 

ǇŀƭłŎƻǾȇŎƘ ƎŀǊŘΣ ƪǘŜǊŞ ǎŜǘǊǾłǾŀƭȅ Ǿ ǇƻƘƻǘƻǾƻǎǘƛ ȊłǇŀŘƴŠ ƻŘ ƘƭŀǾƴƝƘƻ ƳŠǎǘŀΦ 9ǳƴǳǑƛ ǎǘłƭŜ ǵǎǇŠǑƴŠƧƛ ǎǾƝǊŀƭƛ ǘǊǻƴ ŀ ǾƝŎŜ ŀ 

ǾƝŎŜ ȊƴŜǳȌƝǾŀƭƛ ǎǾŞ ǇƻǎǘŀǾŜƴƝΦ ±Ŝ ǎǾŞƳ ƴŜƴŀǎȅǘƴŞƳ ƘƭŀŘǳ Ǉƻ ƳƻŎƛ ȊŀǎǘǊŀǑƻǾŀƭƛ ǾǑŜŎƘƴȅΣ ƪǘŜǌƝ ōȅƭƛ Ǿ ƻǇƻȊƛŎƛΦ  
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bƻ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ŘŀǊŜŘ ǿǊƛǘŜ ǿƘŀǘ [ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎ ƘŀŘ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴΦ ¢ƘŜȅ Ƙŀd seen firsthand the vindictiveness of eunuchs who sent their 

ŜƴŜƳƛŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŜȄƛƭŜ ƻǊ ǘƻ ŘŜŀǘƘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƛƳƻǊƻǳǎ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ ŦŜŀǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ [ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜǳƴǳŎƘǎ [ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎ ǿŀǎ ƴƻ ǘƘǊŜŀǘΦ 

Sipping tea in a hut on a faraway mountain, the hermit was beyond seriƻǳǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ǎŎǊǳǘƛƴȅΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǳƴǳŎƘǎΩ 

eyes, he was merely an eccentric of means but of little consequence. Just let him step down from his mountain and come 

into the capital, however, and he would then answer for his sarcasm and their discomfort. Let him pray that day never 

ŎƻƳŜǎΦ ¢ƻ ƘŀǊǊƛŜŘ ŎƻǳǊǘƛŜǊǎΣ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘΣ [ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎΩǎ ōƻƭŘƴŜǎǎΣ Ƙƛǎ ōǊŀǾŜǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǳƴǘǊŀƳƳŜƭŜŘ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǿŜǊŜ ƘŜŀŘȅ 

ǎǘǳŦŦΣ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎ ƭƛƪŜ Iŀƴ ¸ǸΣ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ ŀƴȄƛƻǳǎ ǘƻ ǊŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛŀƭǎ ƻŦ ōǳǊŜŀǳŎǊŀǘƛŎ ƭƛŦŜ ǿƛth respites of poetry 

ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀΣ ŜƭŜƎŀƴǘ ǇŀǎǘƛƳŜǎ ŀǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ [ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎ ǎƻ ŜŦŦƻǊǘƭŜǎǎƭȅ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜŘΦ 

[ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƳŜǘ Iŀƴ ¸Ǹ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ŎƭƛƳōŜŘ [ŜǎǎŜǊ {ǘƻƴŜ tŜŀƪ ǿƘŜǊŜ [ǳ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǎŜŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƻƴ aƻǳƴǘ {ǳƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ 

sacred mountain lay just southeast of Loyang, and its sights and sanctuaries attracted the literati as a place of refuge from 

ǘƘŜ Ƙǳōōǳō ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΦ Lƴ улт !Φ5ΦΣ Iŀƴ ¸ǸΣ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ [ƻȅŀƴƎΣ ƘŀŘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ 

capital for a two-year appointment at the imperial university. He frequented Mount Sung, taking leave of light teaching 

ŘǳǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ƘŜǊƳƛǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǳƴǘŀƛƴΦ CƛƴŘƛƴƎ [ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎΩǎ ƘǳǘΣ Iŀƴ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ Ƙƛǎ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀȅŜŘ 

ŦƻǊ ǘŜŀΦ .ȅ улф !Φ5ΦΣ Iŀƴ ¸Ǹ ŀƴŘ [ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎ ǿŜǊŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ǘƛƳŜΦ ¢he two men also had a personal connection and 

ǿŜǊŜ Řƛǎǘŀƴǘƭȅ ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Iŀƴ ¸ǸΩǎ ǿƛŦŜ ǿƘƻ ŎŀƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ ŀǊƛǎǘƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǇǊƻƳƛƴŜƴǘ [ǳ Ŏƭŀƴ ƻŦ CŀƴȅŀƴƎ 

ǘƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ [ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎ ōŜƭƻƴƎŜŘΦ !ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭǳƴŀǊ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƛƴ ƭŀǘŜ умл !Φ5ΦΣ [ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎ ŎƻƳǇƻǎŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ǇƻŜƳ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ άŘŜƳƻƴ ŦǊƻƎΣέ 

ŀƴŘ Iŀƴ ¸Ǹ ǿǊƻǘŜ ŀ ǊŜǇƭȅΣ ά¢ƘŜ 9ŎƭƛǇǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƻƻƴΥ !ƴ LƳƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƪ ōȅ [ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎΦέ tƻŜǘǊȅ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴǳǘǳŀƭ ƳŜŘƛǳƳ 

ƻŦ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊΥ [ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘŜǊƳƛǘ ŎǊƛǘƛǉǳŜŘ ǇŀƭŀŎŜ Ǉƻlitics from 

ŀŦŀǊΤ Iŀƴ ¸Ǹ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ŎǊƻǎǎŜŘ ǎǳǇŜǊƛƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǳƴǳŎƘǎ ŀǘ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǊŀƴƎŜΦ Iŀƴ Ǌŀƴ ŀŦƻǳƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ŜǳƴǳŎƘǎ Ƴŀƴȅ 

times and was once exiled to the far south, a virtual sentence of death. The two men commiserated with one another 

over the ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ŀŦŦŀƛǊǎ ŀǘ ŎƻǳǊǘΦ CǊƻƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƻƴΣ [ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ Iŀƴ ¸ǸΩǎ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǊȅ ŎƛǊŎƭŜΦ 
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¿łŘƴȇ Ȋ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊǻ ǎŜ ƴŜƻŘǾłȌƛƭ ƴŀǇǎŀǘ ǘƻΣ Ŏƻ [ǳ ¢ǳƴƎΦ ½ƴŀƭƛ Ȋ ǇǊǾƴƝ ǊǳƪȅΣ Ƨŀƪ ǇƻƳǎǘȅŎƘǘƛǾƝ ōȅƭƛ ŜǳƴǳǑƛΦ ¢ƛ ǇƻǎƝƭŀƭƛ ǎǾŞ ƴŜǇǌłǘŜƭŜ 

Řƻ ŜȄƛƭǳ ƴŜōƻ ƴŀ ǎƳǊǘΦ aƴƻƘƻ ǳǎǘǊŀǑŜƴȇŎƘ ǵǌŜŘƴƝƪǻ ǎŜ ƻōłǾŀƭƻ ƻ [ǳ ¢ǳƴƎŀΣ ŀƭŜ ǇǊƻ ŜǳƴǳŎƘȅ ƴŜǇǌŜŘǎǘŀǾƻǾŀƭ [ǳ ¢ǳƴƎ 

ȌłŘƴƻǳ ƘǊƻȊōǳΦ tƻǳǎǘŜǾƴƝƪ ǇƻǇƝƧŜƧƝŎƝ őŀƧ Ǿ ŎƘŀǘǊőƛ ƪŘŜǎƛ ǾŜ ǾȊŘłƭŜƴȇŎƘ ƘƻǊłŎƘ ȊǻǎǘłǾŀƭ ƳƛƳƻ ǇƻȊƻǊƴƻǎǘ ƴŜōƻ ǾłȌƴŞ 

ǇƻŘŜȊǌŜƴƝΦ ± ƻőƝŎƘ ŜǳƴǳŎƘǻ ōȅƭ ǎǇƝǑŜ ǾȇǎǘǌŜŘƴƝΣ ŀƭŜ ƴŜŘǻƭŜȌƛǘȇΦ WŜƴ ŀǙ ǎŜǎǘƻǳǇƝ ȊŜ ǎǾŞ ƘƻǊȅ ŀ ǇǌƛƧŘŜ Řƻ ƘƭŀǾƴƝƘƻ ƳŠǎǘŀΣ Ǉŀƪ 

ǎŜ ōǳŘŜ ȊƻŘǇƻǾƝŘŀǘ Ȋŀ ǎǾǻƧ ǎŀǊƪŀǎƳǳǎ ŀ ƴŜǇƻƘƻŘƭƝΣ ƪǘŜǊŞ ƧƛƳ ȊǇǻǎƻōƛƭΦ bŜŎƘǘŜ Ƙƻ ƳƻŘƭƛǘΣ ǇǊƻǘƻȌŜ ǘŜƴ ŘŜƴ ƴƛƪŘȅ ƴŜǇǌƛƧŘŜΦ 

bŀ ŘǊǳƘŞ ǎǘǊŀƴŠ ǇǊƻ ǳǘǊłǇŜƴŞ ŘǾƻǌŀƴȅ ōȅƭŀ [ǳ ¢ǳƴƎƻǾŀ ǎƳŠƭƻǎǘΣ ǎǘŀǘŜőƴƻǎǘ ŀ ǇǌƝƳƻőŀǊƻǎǘ ƻǇƻƧƴłΦ ½ŜƧƳŞƴŀ ǳőŜƴŎƛ Ƨŀƪƻ 

Iŀƴ ¸Ǹ ƛ ǵǌŜŘƴƝŎƛ ǘƻǳȌƝŎƝ Ǉƻ ǳƭŜƘőŜƴƝ ǾŜ ǎǾȇŎƘ ǎǘŀǊƻǎǘŜŎƘ ǎǇƻƧŜƴȇŎƘ ǎŜ ȌƛǾƻǘŜƳ ōȅǊƻƪǊŀǘǻ ƻŘǇƻőƝǾŀƭƛ ǳ őŀƧŜΣ ǇƻŜȊƛŜ ŀ Ǉǌƛ 

ŜƭŜƎŀƴǘƴƝŎƘ ȊłōŀǾłŎƘΣ ǾŜ ƪǘŜǊȇŎƘ [ǳ ¢ǳƴƎ ǎ ǘŀƪƻǾƻǳ ƭŜƘƪƻǎǘƝ ǾȅƴƛƪŀƭΦ tǊǾƴŠ ǎŜ [ǳ ¢ǳƴƎ ǎ Iŀƴ ¸ǸŜƳ ǎŜǘƪŀƭƛΣ ƪŘȅȌ ǎŜ ǘŜƴǘƻ 

ǵǌŜŘƴƝƪ ǾȅǑǇƭƘŀƭ ƴŀ aŀƭȇ YŀƳŜƴƴȇ ±ǊŎƘΣ ƪŘŜ ƴŀ ƘƻǌŜ ƘƻǊȅ {ǳƴƎ ǇƻǳǎǘŜǾƴƝƪ ǇǌŜōȇǾŀƭΦ tƻǎǾłǘƴł ƘƻǊŀ ƭŜȌŜƭŀ ƧƛƘƻǾȇŎƘƻŘƴŠ 

od Luoyangǳ ŀ ƧŜƧƝ ǇŀƳłǘƪȅ ŀ ǎǾŀǘȅƴŠ ǾȅƘƭŜŘłǾŀƭƛ ƭƛǘŜǊłǘƛΣ Ƨŀƪƻ ǵǘƻőƛǑǘŠ ǇǌŜŘ ǊǳŎƘŜƳ ƳŠǎǘŀΦ Iŀƴ ¸Ǹ ǇƻŎƘłȊŜƭ Ȋ Luoyangu 

ŀ Ǿ ǊƻŎŜ улт ǾǊłǘƛƭ Řƻ ŘǊǳƘŞƘƻ ŎƝǎŀǌǎƪŞƘƻ ƳŠǎǘŀ ƛ ǎŜ ǎǾƻƧƝ ǊƻŘƛƴƻǳ Ǿ ǊłƳŎƛ ǎǾŞƘƻ ŘǾƻǳƭŜǘŞƘƻ ƧƳŜƴƻǾłƴƝ ƴŀ ǘŀƳƴƝ ŎƝǎŀǌǎƪƻǳ 

univerziǘǳΦ bŀ ƘƻǊǳ {ǳƴƎ ǾȅǎǘƻǳǇƛƭ Ǉǌƛ oddechu ƻŘ ǎǾȇŎƘ ǳőƛǘŜƭǎƪȇŎƘ ǇƻǾƛƴƴƻǎǘƝ ŀ Ǉǌƛ ǘŞǘƻ ǇǌƝƭŜȌƛǘƻǎǘƛ ƴŀǾǑǘƝǾƛƭ ȊŘŜ 

ǇǌŜōȇǾŀƧƝŎƝƘƻ ǎƭŀǾƴŞƘƻ ǇƻǳǎǘŜǾƴƝƪŀΦ YŘȅȌ Iŀƴ ƴŀǑŜƭ [ǳ ¢ǳƴƎƻǾǳ ŎƘŀǘǊőΣ ƻŘƭƻȌƛƭ ǎǾǻƧ ƻǎǘȅŎƘ ŀ Ȋǻǎǘŀƭ ƴŀ őŀƧΦ hŘ Ǌƻku 809 

ōȅƭƛ Iŀƴ ¸Ǹ ŀ [ǳ ¢ǳƴƎ Ǉƻ ƴŠƧŀƪƻǳ Řƻōǳ ǇǌłǘŜƭƛΦ hōŀ ƳǳȌƛ ōȅƭƛ ǊƻǾƴŠȌ ǎǇǌƝȊƴŠƴƛΣ ōȅƭƛ ǾȊŘłƭŜƴŠ ǇǌƝōǳȊƴƝ ǇǌŜǎ Iŀƴ ¸ǳƻǾǳ 

ƳŀƴȌŜƭƪǳΣ ƪǘŜǊł ǘŀƪŞ ǇƻŎƘłȊŜƭŀ Ȋ ǇǊƻƳƛƴŜƴǘƴƝ ŀǊƛǎǘƻƪǊŀǘƛŎƪŞ ǊƻŘƛƴȅ [ǳ ǇŀǘǌƝŎƝ Řƻ ǎǘŜƧƴŞƘƻ ƪƭŀƴǳ CŀƴȅŀƴƎΣ ƪŜ ƪǘŜǊŞƳǳ 

ƴłƭŜȌŜƭ ƛ [ǳ ¢ǳƴƎΦ tƻ ƳŠǎƝőƴƝ ǳŘłƭƻǎǘƛ Ǿ ȊłǾŠǊǳ Ǌƻƪǳ умлΣ [ǳ ¢ǳƴƎ ǎƭƻȌƛƭ ōłǎŜƶ ƻ αȌŀōƝƳ ŘŞƳƻƴǳά ŀ Iŀƴ ¸ǳ ƴŀǇǎŀƭ ƻŘǇƻǾŠř 

α½ŀǘƳŠƴƝ aŠǎƝŎŜΥ ƴŀǇƻŘƻōŜƴƛƴŀ ŘƝƭŀ [ǳ ¢ǳƴƎŀάΦ !ő ǇƻŜȊƛŜ ōȅƭŀ ǇǊƻ ƻōŀ ŘǾŀ ǾȊłƧŜƳƴȇƳ ǇǊƻǎǘǌŜŘƪŜƳ ǾȅƧŀŘǌƻǾłƴƝΣ ƧŜƧƛŎƘ 

ǇǌƝǎǘǳǇȅ ōȅƭȅ ƻŘŘŠƭŜƴŞ ŀ ƻŘƭƛǑƴŞΥ ǇƻǳǎǘŜǾƴƝƪ [ǳ ¢ǳƴƎ ƪǊƛǘƛȊƻǾŀƭ ǇŀƭłŎƻǾƻǳ Ǉƻƭƛǘƛƪǳ Ȋ ŘłƭƪȅΣ ƪŘŜȌǘƻ ǵǌŜŘƴƝƪ Iŀƴ Yu kritizoval 

ƴŀŘǌƝȊŜƴŞ ŀ ŜǳƴǳŎƘȅ ȊōƭƝȊƪŀΦ Iŀƴ ƳƴƻƘƻƪǊłǘ ǎƻǘǾŀ ǳƴƛƪƭ ǇǌŜŘ ǘǊǻƴŜƳ ŀ ƧŜƘƻ ŜǳƴǳŎƘȅ ŀ ƧŜŘƴƻǳ ōȅƭ ǾȅƘƻǑǘŠƴ ŘŀƭŜƪƻ ƴŀ ƧƛƘΣ 

ŎƻȌ ōȅƭ ǾƛǊǘǳłƭƴƝ ǘǊŜǎǘ ǎƳǊǘƛΦ hōŀ ƳǳȌƛ ǎŜ ǎƘƻŘƻǾŀƭƛ Ǿ ƴłȊƻǊǳ ƴŀ ǇƻƭƛǘƻǾłƴƝƘƻŘƴȇ ǎǘŀǾŜƳ ǾŠŎƝ ƴŀ ŘǾƻǌŜΦ hŘ ǘŞ doby se Lu 

TuƴƎ ǎǘŀƭ őƭŜƴŜƳ Iŀƴ ¸ǳƘƻ ƭƛǘŜǊłǊƴƝƘƻ ƪǊƻǳȌƪǳΦ 
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THE POET 

 
[ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎΩǎ ǇƻŜǘǊȅ ǿŀǎ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜΣ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ƘȅǇŜǊōƻƭŜ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŀƎƎŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜ ŀƭƭǳǎƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎƻǊŘŀƴǘ ǇǊƻǎŜΦ 

His baroque style, especially when directed at a target, was devastating or overwhelmingly flattering. He once met a poet 

named Ma Yi and afterwards sent the new friend a poem expressing his admiration: 

There is only a single heart, spleen, and bones, 
Peak-craggy, jag-jutting, sheer abyss-creviced 
Knives and swords as the peaks and cliffs, 
²ƘƛƭŜ ŦƭŀǘƭŀƴŘǎ ƭŜǘ ƭƻƻǎŜ ƛƴǘƻ ƘŜƛƎƘǘǎ ƭƛƪŜ aƻǳƴǘ YΩǳƴ-lun. 
No place for it in Heaven, 
Earth cannot receive it, 
Nor do sun and moon dare steal its splendor. 
[after Stephen Owen, trans.] 

[ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎΩǎ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƳŀƎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛǊǊŜǇǊŜǎǎƛōƭŜ -- ardently passionate, nearly inflammatory. When writing a poem, Lu 

visualized every detail, remembering and enhancing a scene with his vivid imagination. His memory was a sharp knife that 

ƘŜ ŎŀƴŘƛŘƭȅ ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǿƛŜƭŘƛƴƎΥ ά!ƭƭ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜ LΩǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǇŜǘǘȅ ƳŀƴΣ ōǳt I remember you right before my 

ŜȅŜǎ ŀǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΦέ 

wŜŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜΣ ŜŦŦǳǎƛǾŜ ƛƴ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΣ [ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ƻŘŘ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŘƛŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ ŀŘƳƛǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 

made friends of fellow poets like Ma Yi ŀƴŘ Iŀƴ ¸ǸΦ Iƛǎ ŀŦŦŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ǘƘƛƴƎΣ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƻ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ 

ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΦ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŜŀƪΣ Iŀƴ ¸Ǹ ŀƴŘ [ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ǊŜŎƭǳǎŜ [ƛ tΩƻΣ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ƻŦ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ 

integrity, who had been appointed to a government post but had refused to come out of retirement to assume official 

ŘǳǘƛŜǎΦ !ŎŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜŘ ōȅ [ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎΣ Iŀƴ ¸Ǹ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎŜŘ [ƛ tΩƻ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ Řƻǿƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ Ǝƻ ƛƴǘƻ 

[ƻȅŀƴƎΦ [Ŝǎǎ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǿŀǎ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƻǊ ƴƻǘ Iŀƴ ¸Ǹ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǿŜƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǇŜǊǎǳŀŘŜŘ [ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǇ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ ǎŜŎƭǳǎƛƻƴΦ Lƴ ŀƴȅ 

ŎŀǎŜΣ ǎƻƻƴ ǘƘŜǊŜŀŦǘŜǊΣ [ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎ ƭŜŦǘ [ŜǎǎŜǊ {ǘƻƴŜ tŜŀƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀ ŦŀǊ ƳƻǊŜ 

influential patron. 
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[ǳ ¢ǳƴƎƻǾŀ ǇƻŜȊƛŜ Ǒƭŀ Řƻ ƪǊŀƧƴƻǎǘƛΣ ōȅƭŀ Ǉƭƴł ƴŀŘǎłȊŜƪ ŀ ǇǌŜƘłƴŠƴƝΣ őŜǊǇŀƧƝŎƝŎƘ ȊŜ ȊǾƭłǑǘƴƝŎƘ ƴŀǊłȌŜƪ ŀ ƴŜǎƻǳƘƭŀǎƴȇŎƘ 

ǇǊƽȊΦ WŜƘƻ ōŀǊƻƪƴƝ ǎǘȅƭΣ ȊŜƧƳŞƴŀ ǘŜƘŘȅΣ ƪŘȅȌ ŎƝƭƛƭ ƪƻƴƪǊŞǘƴŠΣ ōȅƭ ȊƴƛőǳƧƝŎƝ ƴŜōƻ ƴŀƻǇŀƪ ƻƘǊƻƳƴŠ ƭƛŎƘƻǘƛǾȇΦ WŜŘƴƻǳ ǎŜ ǎŜǘƪŀƭ 

s ōłǎƴƝƪŜƳ aŀ ¸ƛ ŀ ƴłǎƭŜŘƴŠ ǎǾŞƳǳ ƴƻǾŞƳǳ ǇǌƝǘŜƭƛ Ǉƻǎƭŀƭ ƻōŘƛǾƴƻǳ ōłǎŜƶΥ 

9ȄƛǎǘǳƧŜ ǇƻǳȊŜ ƧŜŘƛƴŞ ǎǊŘŎŜΣ ǎƭŜȊƛƴŀ ŀ ƪƻǎǘƛΣ 
{ƪŀƭƴŀǘȇ ǾǊŎƘΣ őƴŠƧƝŎƝ ƘǊƻǘΣ ǎǘǊƳł ōŜȊŜŘƴł ǇǊƻǇŀǎǘ 
bƻȌŜ ŀ ƳŜőŜ Ƨǎƻǳ ǑǘƝǘȅ ŀ ǵǘŜǎȅΣ 
½ŀǘƝƳŎƻ ǊƻǾƛƴȅ ƴŜŎƘƳŜ ǾȅǎǘƻǳǇƛǘ ǘŀƪ Ǿȅǎƻƪƻ Ƨŀƪƻ ƘƻǊŀ Yϥǳƴ-lun. 
bŜƳł ȌłŘƴŞ ƳƝǎǘƻ ƴŀ bŜōƛΣ 
½ŜƳŠ ƧŜƧ ƴŜƳǻȌŜ ǇǌƛƧƳƻǳǘΣ 
!ƴƛ ǎƭǳƴŎŜ ŀƴƛ ƳŠǎƝŎ ǎŜ ƴŜƻŘǾŀȌǳƧƝ ǳƪǊłǎǘ ƧŜƘƻ ƴłŘƘŜǊǳΦ 
ώǇǌŜƭƻȌŜƴƻ ǇƻŘƭŜ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴŀ hǿŜƴŀϐ 

Lu Tungova slova a obrazy byly ƴŜȊƪǊƻǘƴŞ ς ȌƘŀǾŠ ǾłǑƴƛǾŞΣ ŀȌ ǘŞƳŠǌ ǇƻōǳǌǳƧƝŎƝΦ YŘȅȌ [ǳ ōłǎƴƛƭΣ ǾƛȊǳŀƭƛȊƻǾŀǘ ǎƛ ƪŀȌŘȇ ŘŜǘŀil, 

ǾȅōŀǾƻǾŀƭ ǎƛ ǎŎŞƴȅ ŀ ǎǾƻƧƝ ōǳƧƴƻǳ ŦŀƴǘŀȊƛƝ ƧŜ ǳƳƻŎƶƻǾŀƭΦ WŜƘƻ ǇŀƳŠǙ ōȅƭŀ ƻǎǘǊł Ƨŀƪƻ ƴǻȌΣ ŀ ƴŜōłƭ ǎŜ ƧƝ ƻǘŜǾǌŜƴŠ ǇƻǳȌƝǾŀǘΥ 

αtƻ ŎŜƭȇ ǎǾǻƧ ȌƛǾƻǘ ƧǎŜƳ ȊƝǎƪłǾŀƭ ǇǌłǘŜƭŜ Ƨŀƪƻ ƴŜǇŀǘǊƴȇ őƭƻǾŠƪΣ ŀƭŜ ǾȅōŀǾǳƧƛ ǎƛ ǘŠ ǇǌŜǎƴŠΣ Ƨŀƪƻ ōȅŎƘ ǘŠ ǇǊłǾŠ ǾƛŘŠƭ ǇǌŜŘ 

ǎŜōƻǳΦά 

 [ǳ ¢ǳƴƎ ōȅƭ ǇǊŀƪǘƛŎƪȅ ƻǎŀƳŠƭȇ ƛ ǾȇƧƛƳŜőƴȇ ǾŜ ǎǇƻƭŜőƴƻǎǘƛΣ ōȅƭ ȊǾƭłǑǘƴƝ ǊƻȊǇƻǊǳǇƭƴƻǳ ƻǎƻōƴƻǎǘƝΣ ƪǘŜǊł ǇǌƛǘŀƘƻǾŀƭŀ ƻōŘƛǾ ŀ 

ȊƝǎƪłǾŀƭŀ ǎƛ ǇǌłǘŜƭŜ Ȋ ƪƻƭŜƎǻ ōłǎƴƝƪǻ Ƨŀƪƻ aŀ ¸ƛ ƴŜōƻ Iŀƴ ¸ǳΦ WŜƘƻ ǇǌƝǾŠǘƛǾƻǎǘ ōȅƭŀ ǇǊƻǎǇŠǑƴł ƴŜƧŜƴ ǇǊƻ ƴŠƘƻ ǎŀƳƻǘƴŞƘƻΣ 

ŀƭŜ ǇƻƳłƘŀƭŀ ƛ ƧŜƘƻ ǇǌłǘŜƭǻƳΦ .ŠƘŜƳ Iŀƴ ¸ǳƻǾȇŎƘ ƴłǾǑǘŠǾ ƴŀ ǾǊŎƘƻƭƪǳΣ ǎǇƻƭŜőƴŠ ƴŀǾǑǘƝǾƛƭƛ ȊƴłƳŞƘƻ ǇƻǳǎǘŜǾƴƝƪŀ [ƛ tϥƻŀΣ 

ōŜȊǵƘƻƴƴŞƘƻ ƳǳȌŜ ǾŜƭƪȇŎƘ ǎŎƘƻǇƴƻǎǘƝΣ ŀōȅ ǎŜ ƴŜŎƘŀƭ ƧƳŜƴƻǾŀǘ Řƻ ǾƭłŘƴƝ ǇƻȊƛŎŜΣ ǘŜƴ ǾǑŀƪ ƻŘƳƝǘƭ ƻŘŜƧƝǘ ŀ ǇǌŜǾȊƝǘ ƻŦƛŎƛłƭƴƝ 

povinnosti. S Lu Tungovou podpoǊƻǳ Iŀƴ ¸ǳ ƴŀƪƻƴŜŎ ǳǎǇŠƭΣ [ƛ tϥƻ ǎŜǎǘƻǳǇƛƭ Ȋ ƘƻǊȅ ŀ ƻŘŜōǊŀƭ ǎŜ Řƻ LuoyangǳΦ aŞƴŠ ƧƛǎǘŞ 

bylo, zdaƭƛ ōȅ Iŀƴ ¸ǳ ƳƻƘƭ ǇǌŜǎǾŠŘőƛǘ [ǳ ¢ǳƴƎŀΣ ŀōȅ ǎŜ ǾȊŘŀƭ ǎǾŞƘƻ ȌƛǾƻǘŀ Ǿ ǵǎǘǊŀƴƝΦ YŀȌŘƻǇłŘƴŠΣ ōǊȊȅ ǇƻǘŞ ƻǇǳǎǘƛƭ [ǳ ¢ǳƴƎ 

aŜƴǑƝ YŀƳŜƴƴȇ ±ǊŎƘ ŀ ƻŘŜǑŜƭ Řo ǾȇŎƘƻŘƴƝƘƻ ƘƭŀǾƴƝƘƻ ƳŠǎǘǳΣ ƴŜ ǾǑŀƪ ŘǌƝǾŜΣ ŘƻƪǳŘ ǎŜ ƴŜƻōƧŜǾƛƭ ƳƴƻƘŜƳ ǾƭƛǾƴŠƧǑƝ ǇŀǘǊƻƴΦ 
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²ƘƛƭŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀǘƻǇ aƻǳƴǘ {ǳƴƎΣ [ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎ ōŜŦǊƛŜƴŘŜŘ aŜƴƎ /ƘƛŜƴΣ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ IŜƛǊ !ǇǇŀǊŜƴǘΦ !ǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ aŜƴƎ /ƘƛŜƴ ǿŀǎ 

in disgrace and in exile from court, sent to LoyaƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƳƻǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴŎŜΩǎ ǎǘŀŦŦ ŀǎ ǇǳƴƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǾƛŎǘƛƳƛȊƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ 

ƛƴƴƻŎŜƴǘ ƛƴ /ƘΩŀƴƎΩŀƴΦ .ǳǘ aŜƴƎ /ƘƛŜƴ ǿŀǎ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ƻŦ ǇƻǿŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜΦ Iƛǎ ǳǎǳŀƭ ŘǳǘƛŜǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŜǊƛŀƭ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ 

were as Vice Minister in the Ministry of Revenue and vice executive officer in the Censorate, no trifling offices by any 

ƳŜŀƴǎΦ aŜƴƎ ōŜƭƻƴƎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƴ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǿƘƻǎŜ ǇŀǘǊƛŀǊŎƘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŜƳƛƴŜƴǘ ǇƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴ aŜƴƎ {ƘŜƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ¢ΩŀƴƎΦ 

¢ƘŜ aŜƴƎ Ŏƭŀƴ ōƻŀǎǘŜŘ ƛǘǎ ƻǿƴ ǇƻŜǘ ƭŀǳǊŜŀǘŜΣ aŜƴƎ /ƘƛŀƻΣ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ aŜƴƎ /ƘƛŜƴΩǎ ƴŜǇƘŜǿ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŦƛƎǳǊŜ ƛƴ Iŀƴ ¸ǸΩǎ 

literary circle. Meng Chien was also Grand Master of Remonstrance, an imperial advisor whose duty was to correct and 

ŀŘƳƻƴƛǎƘ ǘƘŜ ŜƳǇŜǊƻǊ ƻƴ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǎǘŀǘŜΦ .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ aŜƴƎ /ƘƛŜƴΩǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŎƭƻǎŜƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƘrone, the 

emperor Hsien-tsung dispensed his punishment with a light and lenient hand. From the imperial perspective, it was 

neither politic nor safe to let Meng Chien languish away ŦŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ /ƘΩŀƴƎΩŀƴΥ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊƻƴŜ ǎƻǊŜƭȅ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ ƻŦ ŎŀƭƛōŜǊ 

to give sound advice and carry out its reforms. Predictably, the exile was temporary and short. But while in Loyang, Meng 

Chien took his leisure, enjoying the pleasures of the city and lavishly entertaining local luminaries, including the eccentric 

ǇƻŜǘ [ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎΦ 

[ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎΩǎ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǊȅ ǇǊƻǿŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŎƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƳŀƴƴŜǊ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ aŜƴƎ /ƘƛŜƴ ǿƘƻΣ ŀǎ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΣ ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǘŜŘ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ 

for political as well as personal reasons. Meng had read "Eclipse of the Moon" in copies that circulated throughout Loyang 

ŀƴŘ /ƘΩŀƴƎΩŀƴ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ǊƛƎƘǘƭȅ ƧǳŘƎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜƻǳǎ ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ƻƴƭȅ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ƻǿƴ ǎǘŀǘǳǊŜ ŀƳƻƴƎ 

ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ŜǾŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŜƳǇŜǊƻǊ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΦ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ [ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎΩǎ ǘŀǎǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴƴƻƛǎǎŜǳǊǎƘƛǇΣ aŜƴƎ 

Chien favored him with gifts of the most expensive and exclusive caked teas. As a man of wealth and resources, he could 

ŀŎǉǳƛǊŜ ŀƴȅ ǊŀǊŜ ǘŜŀ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƪŜǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭǎΦ .ǳǘ ƻƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴΣ aŜƴƎ /ƘƛŜƴ ƎŀǾŜ [ǳ ¢Ωung a present of Yang-

ƘǎƛŜƴΣ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴ ƻŦ IŜŀǾŜƴΩǎ ƻǿƴ ǘŜŀΦ aŀŘŜ ŜȄŎƭǳǎƛǾŜƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊƻƴŜΩǎ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǳǎŜΣ ƴƻ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ƴƻ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ 

gold or silver or copper cash could buy Yang-hsien tea. It could be acquired, however, but only direct from the hand of 

ǘƘŜ ŜƳǇŜǊƻǊΦ bƻǘ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŀǾǾȅ ŎƻǳǊǘƛŜǊΦ !ǎ ƛƳǇŜǊƛŀƭ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊΣ aŜƴƎ /ƘƛŜƴΩǎ ǎŀƎŜ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ 

sovereign was often pried from him by gifts of rare imperial tea. More to the point, the emperor Hsien-tsung was not 

above bribing his own ministers to keep them happy and close at heel.  

  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emperor_Xianzong_of_Tang_China
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emperor_Xianzong_of_Tang_China
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± ŘƻōŠΣ ƪŘȅ [ǳ ¢ǳƴƎ ǇƻōȇǾŀƭ ƴŀ ǾǊŎƘƻƭƪǳ ƘƻǊȅ {ǳƴƎΣ ǎŜ ǎǇǌłǘŜƭƛƭ ǎ aŜƴƎ /ƘƛŜƴŜƳΣ ƴłǎƭŜŘƴƝƪƻǾȇƳ ǇƻǊŀŘŎŜƳΦ ¢ƻǳ dobou 

ōȅƭ aŜƴƎ /ƘƛŜƴ Ǿ ƴŜƳƛƭƻǎǘƛ ŘǾƻǊŀΣ ōȅƭ Ǉƻǎƭłƴ Řƻ exilu v Luoyangǳ ŀ ŘŜƎǊŀŘƻǾłƴ ƴŀ ǇǊƛƴŎƻǾŀ ȊŀƳŠǎǘƴŀƴŎŜ Ƨŀƪƻ ǘǊŜǎǘ Ȋŀ ǘƻΣ 

ȌŜ Ǿ /ƘϥŀƴƎϥŀƴ ǇǊƻƴłǎƭŜŘƻǾŀƭ ƴŠƪǘŜǊŞ ƴŜǾƛƴƴŞ ƭƛŘƛΦ !ǾǑŀƪ aŜƴƎ /ƘƛŜƴ ōȅƭ ƳƻŎƴȇ ŀ ǾȇȊƴŀƳƴȇ őƭƻǾŠƪΦ ± ŎƝǎŀǌǎƪŞƳ ƘƭŀǾƴƝƳ 

ƳŠǎǘŠ ȊŀǎǘłǾŀƭ ŦǳƴƪŎƛ ƴłƳŠǎǘƪŀ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀ ƴŀ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊǎǘǾǳ ŘŀƴƝ ŀ ȊłǎǘǳǇŎŜ ǾǊŎƘƴƝƘƻ /ŜƴȊƻǊŀΣ ǘŜŘȅ ȌłŘƴŞ ōŜȊǾȇȊƴŀƳƴŞ 

ǵǌŀŘȅΦ aŜƴƎ Ǉŀǘǌƛƭ ƪ ǾƭƛǾƴŞ ǊƻŘƛƴŠΣ ƧŜƧƝƳȌ ǇŀǘǊƛŀǊŎƘƻǳ ōȅƭ aŜƴƎ {ƘŜƴΣ ǾȇȊƴŀƳƴȇ ŘƻƪǘƻǊ ǊŀƴŞ ŘȅƴŀǎǘƛŜ ¢ϥŀƴƎΦ aŜƴƎǻǾ ƪƭŀƴ 

ǎŜ ŎƘƭǳōƛƭ ǾƭŀǎǘƴƝƳ ōłǎƴƛŎƪȇƳ ƭŀǳǊŜłǘŜƳ aŜƴƎ /ƘƛŀƻŜƳΣ ƪǘŜǊȇ ōȅƭ aŜƴƎ /ƘƛŜƴǻǾ ǎȅƴƻǾŜŎ ŀ ǾȇǊŀȊƴƻǳ ǇƻǎǘŀǾƻǳ Iŀƴ ¸ǳƘƻ 

ƭƛǘŜǊłǊƴƝƘƻ ƪǊƻǳȌƪǳΦ aŜƴƎ /ƘƛŜƴ ōȅƭ ǘŀƪŞ bŜƧǾȅǑǑƝƳ aƛǎǘǊŜƳ tǊƻǘŜǎǘǻΣ ŎƻȌ ōȅƭ ǊłŘŎŜΣ ƪǘŜǊȇ Ƙƻ ƳŠƭ Ȋŀ ǵƪƻƭ ƻǇǊŀǾƻǾŀǘ ŀ 

ƴŀǇƻƳƝƴŀǘ ŎƝǎŀǌŜΣ ƪŘȅȌ ǎŜ ƧŜŘƴŀƭƻ ƻ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎƪŞ ƴŜōƻ ǎǘłǘƴƝ ȊłƭŜȌƛǘƻǎǘƛΦ ±ȊƘƭŜŘŜƳ ƪ aŜƴƎ /ƘƛŜƴƻǾŠ ǇƻǎǘŀǾŜƴƝ ƛ ƧŜƘƻ ǎǇƻƧŜƴƝ 

ǎ ǘǊǻƴŜƳΣ ŎƝǎŀǌ Hsien-Tsung trestŀƭ ƭŜƘƪƻǳ ǊǳƪƻǳΦ ½ ǇƻƘƭŜŘǳ ŎƝǎŀǌŜ ƴŜōȅƭƻ ŀƴƛ ǘŀƪǘƛŎƪŞ ŀƴƛ ōŜȊǇŜőƴŞΣ ŀōȅ aŜƴƎ /ƘƛŜƴ 

ȊŀǇŀŘƭ ŘŀƭŜƪƻ ƻŘ /ƘϥŀƴƎϥŀƴǳΥ ǾŜ ǎƪǳǘŜőƴƻǎǘƛ ǘǊǻƴ ǇƻǘǌŜōƻǾŀƭ ǵǌŜŘƴƝƪȅ ƧŜƘƻ ƪŀƭƛōǊǳΣ ǎŎƘƻǇƴŞ Řłǘ ŘƻōǊƻǳ ǊŀŘǳ ŀ ǾȅƪƻƴłǾŀǘ 

reformy. Jak se dalo ƻőŜƪłǾŀǘΣ ƧŜŘƴŀƭƻ ǎŜ ƻ ƪǊłǘƪȇ ŀ dƻőŀǎƴȇ ŜȄƛƭΦ !ǾǑŀƪ aŜƴƎ /ƘƛŜƴ Ǿ Luoyangǳ ƻŘǇƻőƝǾŀƭ ǳȌƝǾŀƧŜ ǎƛ ƳŠǎǘŀ 

ŀ ǾȇǘŜőƴŠ ǎŜ ōŀǾƛƭ ǾŜ ǎǇƻƭŜőƴƻǎǘƛ ƳƝǎǘƴƝŎƘ ƻǎƻōƴƻǎǘƝΣ ǾőŜǘƴŠ ŜȄŎŜƴǘǊƛŎƪŞƘƻ ōłǎƴƝƪŀ [ǳ ¢ǳƴƎŀΦ 

 [ǳ ¢ǳƴƎƻǾȅ ƭƛǘŜǊłǊƴƝ ŘƻǾŜŘƴƻǎǘƛ ƛ ƴŜƪƻƴǾŜƴőƴƝ ȊǇǻǎƻōȅ ȊŀǇǻǎƻōƛƭȅ ƴŀ aŜƴƎ /ƘƛŜƴŀΣ ƪǘŜǊȇΣ ǎǘŜƧƴŠ Ƨŀƪƻ ǾǑƛŎƘƴƛ ƻǎǘŀǘƴƝΣ 

ǊƻȊǾƝƧŜƭ ǎǾŞ ǾȊǘŀƘȅ Ȋ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎƪȇŎƘ ƛ ƻǎƻōƴƝŎƘ ŘǻǾƻŘǻΦ aŜƴƎ őŜǘƭ α½ŀǘƳŠƴƝ aŠǎƝŎŜά Ǿ ƪƻǇƛƝŎƘΣ ƪǘŜǊŞ ƪƻƭƻǾŀƭȅ Ǉƻ ŎŜƭŞƳ 

Luoyangu a Ch'ang'anu ŀ ǇǊłǾŜƳ ǳǎƻǳŘƛƭΣ ȌŜ ǎƛ ǇǌłǘŜƭǎǘǾƝƳ ǎ ƻŘǾłȌƴȇƳ ŀǳǘƻǊŜƳ ȊǾȇǑƝ ǎǾƻƧŜ ǇƻǎǘŀǾŜƴƝ ƳŜȊƛ ǳőŜƴȇƳƛ 

ǵǌŜŘƴƝƪȅ ŀ ƳƻȌƴł ŘƻƪƻƴŎŜ ƛ ǳ ǎŀƳƻǘƴŞƘƻ ŎƝǎŀǌŜΦ aŜƴƎ /ƘƛŜƴ ǎŜ ǳőƛƭ Ȋ [ǳ ¢ǳƴƎƻǾŀ Ǿƪǳǎǳ ŀ ȊƴŀƭƻǎǘƝ ŀ projevoval mu svou 

ǇǌƝȊŜƶ ŘŀǊƻǾłƴƝƳ ǘŠŎƘ ƴŜƧŘǊŀȌǑƝŎƘ ŀ ƴŜƧŜȄƪƭǳȊƛǾƴŠƧǑƝŎƘ őŀƧƻǾȇŎƘ ƪƻƭłőǻΦ .ȅƭ ōƻƘŀǘȇƳ ƳǳȌŜƳ ŀ ƳƻƘƭ ȊƝǎƪŀǘ ǾȊłŎƴŞ őŀƧŜ ƴŀ 

ǘǊȊƝŎƘ Ǿ ƻōƻǳ ƘƭŀǾƴƝŎƘ ƳŠǎǘŜŎƘΦ !ƭŜ Ǉǌƛ ƧŜŘƴŞ ǇǌƝƭŜȌƛǘƻǎǘƛ ǾŠƴƻǾŀƭ aŜƴƎ /ƘƛŜƴ Lu Tungovi Yang-ƘǎƛŜƴΣ őŀƧ ƴłƭŜȌŜƧƝŎƝ {ȅƴƻǾƛ 

ƴŜōŜǎΦ 2ŀƧ ¸ŀƴƎ-ƘǎƛŜƴ ōȅƭ ǾȅǊłōŠƴ ǾȇƘǊŀŘƴŠ ǇǊƻ ǎƻǳƪǊƻƳƻǳ ǇƻǘǌŜōǳ ǘǊǻƴǳΣ ȌłŘƴȇ ǘǊƘ Ƙƻ ƴŜƴŀōƝȊŜƭ ŀ ƴŜōȅƭƻ ƳƻȌƴŞ ǎƛ ƧŜƧ 

ƪƻǳǇƛǘ Ȋŀ ȌłŘƴŞ ƳƴƻȌǎǘǾƝ Ȋƭŀǘŀ ƴŜōƻ ǎǘǌƝōǊŀ őƛ ƳŠŘƛΦ .ȅƭƻ ƳƻȌƴŞ ƧŜƧ ȊƝǎƪŀǘ ƧŜŘƛƴŠ ǇǌƝƳƻ Ȋ Ǌǳƪƻǳ ŎƝǎŀǌŜΦ tǊƻ ǊŀŦƛƴƻǾŀƴŞƘƻ ŀ 

ŘǻǾǘƛǇƴŞƘƻ ŘǾƻǌŀƴŀ ǘƻ ƴŜōȅƭ ȌłŘƴȇ ǇǊƻōƭŞƳΦ aŜƴƎ /ƘƛŜƴ ōȅƭ ŎƝǎŀǌǎƪȇƳ ǇƻǊŀŘŎŜƳ ŀ ǎǾȇƳƛ ǊŀŘŀƳƛ ǎƛ őŀǎǘŠƧƛ ǾȅǎƭƻǳȌƛƭ 

ƻŘƳŠƴǳ Ǿ ǇƻŘƻōŠ ǾȊłŎƴŞƘƻ ŎƝǎŀǌǎƪŞƘƻ őŀƧŜΦ tǌŜǎƴŠƧƛ ǌŜőŜƴƻΣ ŎƝǎŀǌ IǎƛŜƴ-¢ǎǳƴƎ ƴŜōȅƭ ǇǊƻǘƛ ǘƻƳǳ ǘǊƻŎƘǳ ǳǇƭłŎŜǘ ǾƭŀǎǘƴƝ 

ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΣ ŀōȅ ƧŜ ŘƻōǌŜ ƴŀƭŀŘƛƭ ŀ ǳŘǊȌŜƭ ƧŜ ōƭƝȊƪƻ ǳ ǎŜōŜΦ 
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THE "SONG OF TEA" 

 

Lǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎ ǿǊƻǘŜ ǘƻ aŜƴƎ /Ƙien, thanking him for the large package of exceptionally rare tea. The letter of verse provided 

a fascinating glimpse into the early world of the art of tea. Originally entitled "Writing Thanks to Imperial Grand Master 

of Remonstrance Meng for Sending New Tea," the poem became simply known as the "Song of Tea":  

₆ ₇  
 

⁹  

⁹  

⁹  

⁹ ̢ 

⁹  

⁹ ⁹ 

⁹  

⁹ ⁹  

⁹ ⁹ 

⁹ ⁹ 

⁹  

⁹  

̢ ⁹ 
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tN{9d O 2!WI 
 
[ǳ ¢ǳƴƎ ƴŀǇǎŀƭ aŜƴƎ /ƘƛŜƴƻǾƛ ǇƻŘŠƪƻǾłƴƝ Ȋŀ ǾŜƭƪȇ ōŀƭƝƪ ƳƛƳƻǌłŘƴŠ ǾȊłŎƴŞƘƻ őŀƧŜΦ ±ŜǊǑƻǾŀƴȇ ŘƻǇƛǎ ǇƻǎƪȅǘǳƧŜ ŦŀǎŎƛƴǳƧƝŎƝ 

ǾƘƭŜŘ Řƻ ǊŀƴŞƘƻ ǎǾŠǘŀ őŀƧƻǾŞƘƻ ǳƳŠƴƝΦ tǻǾƻŘƴŠ ƴłȊŜǾ ōłǎƴŠ ȊƴŠƭ αtƝǎŜƳƴŞ ǇƻŘŠƪƻǾłƴƝ /ƝǎŀǌǎƪŞƳǳ ±ŜƭƳƛǎǘǊƻǾƛ błƳƛǘŜƪ 

aŜƴƎƻǾƛ Ȋŀ ȊŀǎƭłƴƝ ƴƻǾŞƘƻ őŀƧŜάΣ ŀƭŜ ōłǎŜƶ ǎŜ ǇǊƻǎƭŀǾƛƭŀ ƧŜŘƴƻŘǳǑŜ Ƨŀƪƻ αtƝǎŜƶ 2ŀƧŜάΥ 

₆ ₇  
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The sun is as high as a ten-foot measure and five; I am deep asleep. 
The general bangs at the gate loud enough to scare the Duke of Chou! 
He announces that the Grand Master sends a letter;  
the white silk cover is triple-stamped. 
Breaking the vermilion seals, I imagine the Grand Master himself  
inspecting these three hundred moon-shaped tea cakes. 
He heard that within the tea mountain a path was cut at the New Year,  
sending insects rising excitedly on the spring wind.  
As the emperor waits to taste Yang-hsien tea,  
the one hundred plants dare not bloom. 
Benevolent breezes intimately embrace pearly tea sprouts,  
the early spring coaxing out buds of golden yellow. 
Picked fresh, fired till fragrant, then packed and sealed:  
ǘŜŀΩǎ ŜǎǎŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƎƻƻŘƴŜǎǎ ƛǎ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜŘΦ 
Such venerable tea is meant for princes and nobles;  
how did it reach the hut of this mountain hermit? 
The brushwood gate is closed against vulgar visitors;  
all alone, I don my gauze cap, brewing and tasting the tea. 
Clouds of green yielding; unceasingly, the wind blows;  
radiantly white, floating tea froth congeals against the bowl. 
The first bowl moistens my lips and throat. 
The second bowl banishes my loneliness and melancholy. 
The third bowl penetrates my withered entrails,  
finding nothing except a literary core of five thousand scrolls. 
The fourth bowl raises a light perspiration,  
ŎŀǎǘƛƴƎ ƭƛŦŜΩǎ ƛƴŜǉǳƛǘƛes out through my pores. 
The fifth bowl purifies my flesh and bones. 
The sixth bowl makes me one with the immortal, feathered spirits. 
The seventh bowl I need not drink,  
feeling only a pure wind rushing beneath my wings. 
Where are the immortal isles of Moǳƴǘ tΩŜƴƎƭŀƛΚ  
I, Master Jade Stream, wish instead to ride this pure wind back  
To the tea mountain where other immortals gather to oversee the land,  
protecting the pure, high places from wind and rain. 
Yet, how can I bear knowing the bitter fate of the myriad peasants  
toiling beneath the tumbled tea cliffs! 
I have but to ask Grand Master Meng about them;  
whether they can ever regain some peace. 
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{ƭǳƴŎŜ ǎǘłƭƻ ǾŜ ǾȇǑŎŜ ǇŠǘƛ ǎłƘǻ Ȋ ŘŜǎŜǘƛΤ Wł ƘƭǳōƻŎŜ ǎǇŀƭΦ 
DŜƴŜǊłƭƻǾƻ ǇǊǳŘƪŞ ȊŀōƻǳŎƘłƴƝ ƴŀ ōǊłƴǳ ōȅ ǾȅŘŠǎƛƭƻ ƛ ±ŞǾƻŘǳ Ȋ /ƘƻǳΗ 
yŜƪƭ ƳƛΣ ȌŜ ǾŜƭƳƛǎǘǊ ǇƻǎƝƭł ŘƻǇƛǎΤ 
ōƝƭƻǳ ƘŜŘǾłōƴƻǳ ƻōłƭƪǳ ǎŜ ǘǌŜƳƛ ǇŜőŜǘŠƳƛΦ 
Wŀƪ ƧǎŜƳ ǊƻȊƭŀƳƻǾŀƭ ǊǳƳŠƭƪƻǾŞ ǇŜőŜǘŠΣ ǇǌŜŘǎǘŀǾƛƭ ƧǎŜƳ ǎƛ ǎŀƳƻǘƴŞƘƻ ǾŜƭƳƛǎǘǊŀ 
ƪƻƴǘǊƻƭǳƧƝŎƝƘƻ ǘǌƛ ǎǘŀ őŀƧƻǾȇŎƘ ƪƻƭłőƪǻ ǾŜ ǘǾŀǊǳ ƳŠǎƝŎŜΦ 
½ŀǎƭŜŎƘƭ ǇǊȇΣ ȌŜ ƪ bƻǾŞƳǳ Ǌƻƪǳ ǎŜ ȊƪǊłǘƛƭŀ ŎŜǎǘŀ Ȋ 2ŀƧƻǾŞ ƘƻǊȅΦ 
.ƻŘŀǾȇ ƘƳȅȊ ǾȊǊǳǑŜƴŠ ǇƻƭŜǘƻǾŀƭ Ǿ ƧŀǊƴƝƳ ǾŠǘǊǳΦ 
5ƻƪǳŘ ŎƝǎŀǌ őŜƪŀƭ ƴŀ ƻŎƘǳǘƴłǾƪǳ őŀƧŜ ¸ŀƴƎ-Hsien, 
ǎǘƻ Ǌƻǎǘƭƛƴ ǎƛ ƴŜƻŘǾłȌƛƭƻ ǊƻȊƪǾŞǎǘΦ 
.ƭŀƘƻǎƪƭƻƴƴȇ ǾłƴŜƪ ŘǻǾŠǊƴŠ ƻǾłƭ ǾȇƘƻƴƪȅ ǇŜǊƭƻǾŞƘƻ őŀƧŜΣ 
ǇǌŜŘƧŀǌƝ Ǿȅƭłƪŀƭƻ ȊƭŀǘƻȌƭǳǘŞ ǇǳǇŜƴȅΦ 
{ƪƭƝȊŜƴȇ ǾŜ ǎǾŠȌŜǎǘƛΣ ǇǊŀȌŜƴȇ Řƻ ǾƻƶŀǾŀΣ Ǉŀƪ ȊŀōŀƭŜƴȇ ŀ ȊŀǇŜőŜǘŠƴȇΥ 
ǇƻŘǎǘŀǘŀ ƛ ƪǾŀƭƛǘŀ őŀƧŜ Ȋǻǎǘŀƭŀ ȊŀŎƘƻǾłƴŀΦ 
¢ŀƪƻǾȇǘƻ ǵŎǘȅƘƻŘƴȇ őŀƧ ƧŜ ǳǊőŜƴȇ ƪƴƝȌŀǘǻƳ ŀ ǑƭŜŎƘǘƛŎǻƳΤ 
Ƨŀƪ ǘƻΣ ȌŜ ǎŜ Řƻǎǘŀƭ Řƻ ŎƘŀǘǊőŜ ƘƻǊǎƪŞƘƻ ǇƻǳǎǘŜǾƴƝƪŀΚ 
.Ǌłƴǳ Ȋ ǇǊƻǳǘƝ ƧǎŜƳ ȊŀǾǌŜƭ ǇǌŜŘ ǾǳƭƎłǊƴƝƳƛ ƴłǾǑǘŠǾƴƝƪȅΤ 
ȊŎŜƭŀ ƻǎŀƳƻŎŜƴΣ ƴŀǎŀŘƛƭ ƧǎŜƳ ǎƛ ƎłȊƻǾȇ őŜǇŜŎ ŀ ǳǾŀǌƛƭ ƛ ƻŎƘǳǘƴŀƭ őŀƧΦ 
aǊŀƪȅ ȊŜƭŜƴŠ ǇƻǘŜƳƴŠƭȅΤ ǾƝǘǊ ōŜȊ ǳǎǘłƴƝ ŦƻǳƪłΤ 
ȊłǌƛǾŠ ōƝƭł őŀƧƻǾł ǇŠƴŀ ǇƭǳƧŜ ŀ ǘǳƘƴŜ ƴŀ ƻƪǊŀƧƛ ƳƛǎƪȅΦ 
tǊǾƴƝ Ƴƛǎƪŀ Ƴƛ ǎǾƭŀȌǳƧŜ Ǌǘȅ ƛ ƘǊŘƭƻΦ 
5ǊǳƘł Ƴƛǎƪŀ ƳŠ ȊōŀǾǳƧŜ ƻǎŀƳŠƭƻǎǘƛ ŀ ƳŜƭŀƴŎƘƻƭƛŜΦ 
¢ǌŜǘƝ Ƴƛǎƪŀ ǇǊƻƴƛƪł ƻŘǳƳǌŜƭȇƳƛ ǾƴƛǘǌƴƻǎǘƳƛΣ 
ƴŜƴŀŎƘłȊŜƧƝŎ ƴƛŎΣ ƴŜȌ ƭƛǘŜǊłǊƴƝ ŘǌŜƶ ǇŠǘƛ ǘƛǎƝŎ ǎǾƛǘƪǻΦ 
2ǘǾǊǘł Ƴƛǎƪŀ ǾȅǾƻƭłǾł ƭŜƘƪŞ ǇƻŎŜƴƝΣ 
ǎƪǊȊŜ ǇƽǊȅ ƻŘŎƘłȊƝ ȌƛǾƻǘƴƝ ƴŜǎǇǊŀǾŜŘƭƴƻǎǘƛ. 
tłǘł Ƴƛǎƪŀ ƻőƛǑǙǳƧŜ ƳƻƧŜ Ƴŀǎƻ ƛ ƪƻǎǘƛΦ 
~Ŝǎǘł Ƴƛǎƪŀ ȊŜ ƳŠ ŘŠƭł ƧŜŘƴƻƘƻ ǎ ƴŜǎƳǊǘŜƭƴȇŎƘ - ǇŜǊƴŀǘŞƘƻ ŘǳŎƘŀΦ 
{ŜŘƳƻǳ Ƴƛǎƪǳ ƴŜƳǳǎƝƳ ǇƝǘΣ 
CƝǘƝƳ, Ƨŀƪ őŜǊǎǘǾȇ ǾƝǘǊ ǇǊƻǳŘƝ ǇƻŘ ƳȇƳƛ ƪǌƝŘƭȅΦ 
YŘŜ Ƨǎƻǳ ƴŜǎƳǊǘŜƭƴŞ ƻǎǘǊƻǾȅ ƘƻǊȅ tŜƴƎƭŀƛΚ 
WłΣ aƛǎǘǊ bŜŦǊƛǘƻǾŞƘƻ tǊƻǳŘǳΣ ǊŀŘŠƧƛ ƴŜȌ ƪ ƴƛƳ ŎƘŎƛ ǎǇƻƭǳ ǎŜ ǎǾŠȌƝƳ ǾŠǘǊŜƳ ƭŜǘŠǘ ƴŀȊǇłǘŜƪ 
Řƻ őŀƧƻǾȇŎƘ ƘƻǊΣ ƪŘŜ ǎŜ ƻǎǘŀǘƴƝ ƴŜǎƳǊǘŜƭƴƝ ǎƘǊƻƳŀȌřǳƧƝΣ ŀōȅ ŘƻƘƭŞŘƭƛ ƴŀ ȊŜƳΣ 
ŎƘǊłƴƛƭƛ őƛǎǘƻǘǳ ǇƻǎǾłǘƴȇŎƘ ƴłǾǊǑƝ ǇǌŜŘ ǾŠǘǊŜƳ ŀ ŘŜǑǘŠƳΦ 
tǌŜǎǘƻΣ Ƨŀƪ ƳƻƘǳ ǎƴŞǎǘ ǾŠŘƻƳƝ ƘƻǌƪŞƘƻ ƻǎǳŘǳ ƴŜǎőŜǘƴȇŎƘ ǊƻƭƴƝƪǻ 
ŘǌƻǳŎƝŎƘ ǎŜ ƴŀ ƴŜǳǎǇƻǌłŘŀƴȇŎƘ őŀƧƻǾȇŎƘ ǵǘŜǎŜŎƘΚ 
aǳǎƝƳ ǎŜ ƴŀ ƴŠ ȊŜǇǘŀǘ ǾŜƭƳƛǎǘǊŀ aŜƴƎŀΤ 
ȊŘŀƭƛǇŀƪ ƳƻƘƻǳ ƴŠƪŘȅ ȊƝǎƪŀǘ ǘǊƻŎƘǳ ƪƭƛŘǳΚ 
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[ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ǎŜƭŦ-mockery, describing himself as rudely awakened from a deep sleep at nearly 

ƳƛŘŘŀȅΦ ¦ƴƭƛƪŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ ǿƘƻ ǊƻǎŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ Řŀǿƴ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ ŎƻǳǊǘΣ [ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎ ƭŜǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǎƭŜǇǘ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǎƭŜǇǘ ƭŀǘŜΦ 

Moreover, he dreamt of the Duke of Chou, the virtuous minister of antiquity who loomed as an auspicious premonition 

ƻŦ aŜƴƎ /ƘƛŜƴ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ƎƛŦǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎǊŀǎƘƛƴƎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ƎŀǘŜ ŀƭŜǊǘŜŘ [ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊǘƛŀƭ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƴƻ ƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ŎƻǳǊƛŜǊΣ 

but a general and armed escort with a parcel and message direct from the Grand Remonstrator. The value of the package 

was signaled by its wrapping of sealed silk and the cover letter providing the exact count of its contents -- all steps to foil 

pilfering. The precautions were warranted, for the gift was quite extraordinary: three hundred round cakes of imperial 

tribute tea. 

[ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎ ǿŀǎ ǎƻ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƭƻǳŘΥ ά{ǳŎƘ ǾŜƴŜǊŀōƭŜ ǘŜŀ ƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƛƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƴƻōƭŜǎΤ Ƙƻǿ ŘƛŘ ƛǘ 

ǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜ Ƙǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ƘŜǊƳƛǘΚέ Iƻǿ ƛƴŘŜŜŘΣ ŦƻǊ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƳǇŜǊƻǊ ƘŀŘ ¸ŀƴƎ-hsien tea. Grown on the crown 

estates oŦ IǳŎƘƻǳ ŀƴŘ /ƘΩŀƴƎŎƘƻǳ ƴŜŀǊ [ŀƪŜ ¢ΩŀƛΣ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀ ǿŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƛƳǇŜǊƛŀƭ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 

throne. Yang-hsien tea was recognized as a rare tea since the first century A.D. in the Han dynasty. In the Book of Tea, Lu 

¸Ǹ ŘƛǎǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀ ŦǊƻƳ IǳŎƘƻǳ ŀǎ άǎǳǇŜǊƛƻǊέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŦǊƻƳ /ƘΩŀƴƎŎƘƻǳ ŀǎ άƴŜȄǘέ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΣ ōǳǘ ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ 

case he considered Yang-ƘǎƛŜƴ ŀ ŦƛƴŜ ǘŜŀ άǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ŦǊŀƎǊŀƴŎŜΦέ ƛƴ IǳŎƘƻǳ ŀƴŘ /ƘΩŀƴƎŎƘƻǳ ǇǊŜŦŜŎǘǳǊŜǎ ƛƴ YƛŀƴƎǎǳΣ ǘƘŜ 

tea was known by several names, including Ku-chu from the name of the mountain in Huchou where the tea was grown. 

¢ƘŜ ǘŜŀ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άǇǳǊǇƭŜ ǎǇǊƻǳǘέ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǊƪ ǊǳǎǎŜǘ ŎƻƭƻǊ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ƴŜǿ ƭŜŀǾŜǎΦ ¢Ŝŀ ŎŀƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǿŀŦŜǊǎ 

and cakes. The freshly picked leaves were steamed, ground into paste, and dried in moulds of different shapes: rounds, 

ǎǉǳŀǊŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎǘŀƴƎƭŜǎΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ΩŀƴƎ ŀ Ƴƻƴƪ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ άŀ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ǘŜŀέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tǊŜŦŜŎǘ ƻŦ /ƘΩŀƴƎŎƘƻǳΣ 

Li Hsi-ȅǸƴΣ ǿƘƻ ǎŜƴǘ ƛǘ ŀǎ ǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ¸ŀƴƎ-hsien district to the throne. The tea was much admired by the emperor who 

ordered that Huchou be established as an imperial estate. Crown properties were administered by the Household 

Commissioner for Estates, a palace office staffed by high ranking eunuchs who ensured the annual shipment of Yang-

hsien and other tribute teas to the throne. There were numerous imperial estates in the south that produced tea for the 

throne; at his discretion, the emperor distributed the cakes as gifts to the imperial family, the aristocracy, and meritorious 

officials. 
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[ǳ ¢ǳƴƎ Ȋŀőŀƭ ǎǾƻƧƛ ǇƝǎŜƶ ǎ ƧŜƳƴȇƳ ǵǎƳŠǾŜƳ ƴŀŘ ǎŜōƻǳ ǎŀƳȇƳΣ ƪŘȅȌ ǇƻǇǎŀƭΣ Ƨŀƪ ƪǊłǘŎŜ ǇǌŜŘ ǇƻƭŜŘƴŜƳ ōȅƭ ƴłƘƭŜ 

ǾȅōǳǊŎƻǾłƴ Ȋ ƘƭǳōƻƪŞƘƻ ǎǇłƴƪǳΦ !Ǚ ǾǑƛŎƘƴƛ ǾŠŘƝΣ ȌŜ ƻƴ ǎǇŀƭ ǘŀƪ ŘƭƻǳƘƻ ƴŀ ǊƻȊŘƝƭ ƻŘ ǵǌŜŘƴƝƪǻΣ ƪǘŜǌƝ ǾǎǘłǾŀƧƝ ǇǌŜŘ ǵǎǾƛǘŜƳΣ 

aby bȅƭƛ Ǿőŀǎ ƴŀ ŘǾƻǌŜΦ bŀǾƝŎ ǎŜ Ƴǳ ȊŘłƭƻ ƻ ǾŞǾƻŘƻǾƛ Ȋ /ƘƻǳΣ ǾȊƴŜǑŜƴŞƳ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊƻǾƛ Ȋ ŘłǾƴȇŎƘ ŘƻōΣ ŎƻȌ ǾȅǾƻƭŀƭƻ ǎƭƛōƴƻǳ 

ǇǌŜŘǘǳŎƘǳ aŜƴƎ /ƘƛŜƴŀ ŀ ƧŜƘƻ ŘŀǊǳΦ .ǳǑŜƴƝ ƴŀ ǾǊłǘƪŀ ǳǇƻȊƻǊƴƛƭƻ [ǳ ¢ǳƴƎŀΣ ȌŜ ǎŜ ƴŜƧŜŘƴł ƻ ƻōȅőŜƧƴŞƘƻ ƪǳǊȇǊŀΣ ŀƭŜ ƻ 

ƎŜƴŜǊłƭŀ ǎ ƻȊōǊƻƧŜƴȇƳ ŘƻǇǊƻǾƻŘŜƳΣ ƪǘŜǊȇ ǇǌƛƴłǑŜƭ ōŀƭƝƪ ŀ ȊǇǊłǾǳ ǇǌƝƳƻ ƻŘ ±ŜƭƳƛǎǘǊŀ błƳƛǘŜƪΦ IƻŘƴƻǘŀ ōŀƭƝőƪǳ ōȅƭŀ 

ǇŀǘǊƴł ǳȌ Ȋ ƘŜŘǾłōƝΣ Řƻ ƪǘŜǊŞƘƻ ōȅƭ ȊŀōŀƭŜƴΣ ŀ ǇǊǻǾƻŘƴƝ ŘƻǇƛǎ ǳǾłŘŠƧƝŎƝ ƧŜƘƻ ǇǌŜǎƴȇ ƻōǎŀƘΣ ŎƻȌ ōȅƭȅ ƳŜǘƻŘȅ ȊŀōǊŀƶǳƧƝŎƝ 

ƪǊłŘŜȌƛΦ tǌƝǎƴł ƻǇŀǘǌŜƴƝ ōȅƭŀ ƴŀ ƳƝǎǘŠΣ ƴŜōƻǙ ǎŜ ƧŜŘnŀƭƻ ƻ ȊŎŜƭŀ ƳƛƳƻǌłŘƴȇ ŘŀǊΥ ǘǌƛ ǎǘŀ ƪǳƭŀǘȇŎƘ ƪƻƭłőǻ őŀƧŜ Ȋ ŎƝǎŀǌǎƪŞƘƻ 

tributu. 

[ǳ ¢ǳƴƎ ōȅƭ ǘŀƪ ǇǌŜƪǾŀǇŜƴȇΣ ȌŜ ǳǾŀȌƻǾŀƭ ƴŀƘƭŀǎΥ α¢ŀƪƻǾȇǘƻ ǵŎǘȅƘƻŘƴȇ őŀƧ ƧŜ ǳǊőŜƴȇ ǇǊƻ ƪƴƝȌŀǘŀ ŀ ǑƭŜŎƘǘƛŎŜΤ Ƨŀƪ se dostal 

do ŎƘŀǘǊőŜ ǘƻƘƻǘƻ ƘƻǊǎƪŞƘƻ ǇƻǳǎǘŜǾƴƝƪŀΚά bŀǾƝŎ őŀƧ IǎƛŜƴ-Jang je ǳǊőŜƴ ƧŜŘƛƴŠ ǇǊƻ ŎƝǎŀǌŜΦ wƻǎǘƭ na ƪǊłƭƻǾǎƪȇŎƘ ǇŀƴǎǘǾƝŎƘ 

IǳŎƘƻǳ ŀ /ƘϥŀƴƎŎƘƻǳ Ǿ ƻƪƻƭƝ ƧŜȊŜǊŀ ¢ϥŀƛΣ ōȅƭ ȊǇǊŀŎƻǾłƴ Ȋ ŎƝǎŀǌǎƪȇŎƘ Ȋłǎƻō ŀ ǘǊǻƴ ƳŠƭ ǾȇƘǊŀŘƴƝ ǇǊłǾƻ ƧŜƧ ǳȌƝǾŀǘΦ ¦Ȍ ƻŘ 

ǇǊǾƴƝƘƻ ǎǘƻƭŜǘƝ Ǉƻ YǊΦ ƻŘ Řƻō ŘȅƴŀǎǘƛŜ IŀƴΣ ōȅƭ őŀƧ ¸ŀƴƎ-ƘǎƛŜƴ ǇƻǾŀȌƻǾłƴ Ȋa ǊŀǊƛǘƴƝΦ [ǳ ¸ǳ Ǿ YƴƛȊŜ 2ŀƧŜ ǊƻȊƭƛǑƻǾŀƭ őŀƧ Ȋ 

IǳŎƘƻǳ Ƨŀƪƻ αƪǾŀƭƛǘƴŠƧǑƝά ŀ őŀƧ Ȋ /ƘϥŀƴƎŎƘƻǳ Ƨŀƪƻ αŘŀƭǑƝά Ǿ ǇƻǌŀŘƝ ǇƻŘƭŜ ƪǾŀƭƛǘȅΣ ŀƭŜ Ǿ ƪŀȌŘŞƳ ǇǌƝǇŀŘŠ ǇǌƛǎǳȊƻǾŀƭ őŀƧƛ ¸ŀƴƎ-

ƘǎƛŜƴ ƧŜƳƴƻǎǘ αǎ ƪǊłǎƴƻǳ ǾǻƴƝάΦ ± IǳŎƘƻǳ ŀ /ƘϥŀƴƎŎƘƻǳ Ǿ ǇǊŜŦŜƪǘǳǌŜ YƛŀƴƎǎǳ ōȅƭ ǘŜƴǘƻ őŀƧ ȊƴłƳȇ ǇƻŘ ƴŠƪƻƭƛƪŀ ƧƳŞƴȅ 

ǾőŜǘƴŠ Yǳ-ŎƘǳ ǇƻŘƭŜ ƧŜŘƴŞ ƘƻǊȅ Ǿ IǳŎƘƻǳΣ ƪŘŜ ǎŜ ǘŀƪŞ ǇŠǎǘƻǾŀƭΦ 2ŀƧ ōȅƭ ǘŀƪŞ ƴŀȊȇǾłƴ αǇǳǊǇǳǊƻǾȇ ǾȇƘƻƴŜƪά ǇƻŘƭŜ ǘƳŀǾŠ 

őŜǊǾŜƴƻƘƴŠŘŞ ōŀǊǾȅ őŜǊǎǘǾȇŎƘ ƭƝǎǘƪǻΦ 2ŀƧ ǎŜ ȊǇǊŀŎƻǾłǾŀƭ Řƻ ǘǾŀǊǳ ƳŀƭȇŎƘ Ǉƭłǘƪǻ ŀ ƪƻƭłőƪǻΦ 2ŜǊǎǘǾŠ ǎƪƭƛȊŜƴŞ ƭƛǎǘȅ ǎŜ ǎǇŀǌƛƭȅΣ 

umlely do pasty a ǳǎǳǑƛƭȅ ǾŜ ŦƻǊƳłŎƘ ǊǻȊƴȇŎƘ ǘǾŀǊǻΥ ƪƻƭŀΣ őǘǾŜǊŎŜ ŀ ƻōŘŞƭƴƝƪȅΦ WŜ ȊŀȊƴŀƳŜƴłƴƻΣ ȌŜ v ŘƻōŠ ¢ϥŀƴƎǻ ƧŜŘŜƴ 

ƳƴƛŎƘ ƴŀōƝŘƭ αƴłŘƘŜǊƴȇ őŀƧά ǇǊŜŦŜƪǘƻǾƛ /ƘϥŀƴƎŎƘƻǳΣ [ƛ Hsi-¸ǳƴƻǾƛΣ ƪǘŜǊȇ ƧŜƧ Ȋŀǎƭŀƭ ǘǊǻƴǳ Ƨŀƪƻ ǘǊƛōǳǘ Ȋ ƻƪǊŜǎǳ ¸ŀƴƎ-hsien. 

2ŀƧ ŎƝǎŀǌŜ ƴŀǘƻƭƛƪ ƻƪƻǳȊƭƛƭΣ ȌŜ ƴŀǌƝŘƛƭΣ ŀōȅ ōȅƭ Ǿ IǳŎƘƻǳ ȊǌƝȊŜƴ ŎƝǎŀǌǎƪȇ ǎǘŀǘŜƪΦ bŜƳƻǾƛǘƻǎǘƛ ƪƻǊǳƴȅ ǎǇǊŀǾƻǾŀƭ 5ƻƳłŎƝ ǾȇōƻǊ 

ǇǊƻ ǎǘŀǘƪȅΣ ǇŀƭłŎƻǾȇ ǵǌŀŘ ƻōǎŀȊŜƴȇ ǾȅǎƻŎŜ ǇƻǎǘŀǾŜƴȇƳƛ ŜǳƴǳŎƘȅΣ ƪǘŜǌƝ ǇǊƻ ǘǊǻƴ ȊŀƧƛǑǙƻǾŀƭƛ ƪŀȌŘƻǊƻőƴƝ ŘƻŘłǾƪȅ ¸ŀƴƎ-

ƘǎƛŜƴǳ ŀ ŘŀƭǑƝŎƘ őŀƧƻǾȇŎƘ ǘǊƛōǳǘǻΦ bŀ ƧƛƘǳ ǎŜ ƴŀŎƘłȊŜƭƻ ƳƴƻȌǎǘǾƝ ŎƝǎŀǌǎƪȇŎƘ ǎǘŀǘƪǻΣ ƪǘŜǊŞ ǇǊƻŘǳƪƻǾŀƭȅ őŀƧ ǇǊƻ ǘǊǻƴΤ ŎƝǎŀǌ 

ǇƻŘƭŜ ǎǾŞƘƻ ǳǾłȌŜƴƝ ŘłƭŜ ƴŀƪƭłŘŀƭ ǎ őŀƧƻǾȇƳƛ ƪƻƭłőƛΣ ŘŀǊƻǾŀƭ ƧŜ ŎƝǎŀǌǎƪŞ ǊƻŘƛƴŠΣ ŀǊƛǎǘƻƪǊŀŎƛƛ ƛ ȊŀǎƭƻǳȌƛƭȇƳ ǵǌŜŘƴƝƪǻƳΦ 
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Yang-hsien was among the most symbolic tributes of the year, and its arrival at the palace was anxiously awaited. Fresh 

ŀƴŘ ǘŜƴŘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ άǇŜŀǊƭȅ ǘŜŀέ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ŜŀǊƭȅΣ ŎƻŀȄŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǇǊƻǳǘ ōȅ ƎŜƴǘƭŜ ǿƛƴŘǎ ƻŦŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƪŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ƴǳǊǘǳǊƛƴƎ άōǳŘǎ ƻŦ 

golden yellow." The tea was, therefore, the haǊōƛƴƎŜǊ ƻŦ ǎǇǊƛƴƎΣ ŦƻǊ άǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ŘŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ōƭƻƻƳέ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ 

emperor had the first taste of Yang-hsien tea. Yang-hsien also had great ritual and ceremonial importance to the emperor 

and the annual sacrifices to the imperial ancestors. Preparations for the event began immediately after the New Year 

when the prefect of Huchou ordered repairs to the road leading from the valley into the mountain to accommodate the 

laborers required for the harvest. Soon after, palace eunuchs arrived from the capital to direct the harvest as local officials 

planned the housing, provisioning, and care of the thousands of tea workers coming from the countryside. In the second 

lunar month, the tea was picked and quickly processed into cakes over just a few days followed by a week of special 

handling. The tea was carefully inspected and packaged, wrapped in fine white paper and bundled in soft silk satchels, 

then locked in lacquered cases. The shipment of the tribute tea was overseen by palace eunuchs whose logistical experts 

took command. Invested with broad administrative and military powers, the eunuchs allowed nothing to interfere with 

the safe and speedy passage of the tea. 

The first batch of Yang-ƘǎƛŜƴ ǘŜŀ ǿŀǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άŜȄǇǊŜǎǎ ǘŜŀέ όŎƘƛ-ch'eng ch'a) because it was dispatched in the second month 

to the palace in less than ten days by equestrian couriers riding their mounts over a thousand miles to the capital. The 

ǳǊƎŜƴŎȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜǳƴǳŎƘǎ ǿŀǎ ŘǊƛǾŜƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘŜŀ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ŀǊǊƛǾŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƭŀŎŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ /ƘΩƛƴƎ-ming, Festival of 

Purity and Brightness, the fifth day of the third lunar month, the date fixed by tradition when the emperor honored his 

¢ΩŀƴƎ ŀƴŎŜǎǘƻǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŜǳƴǳŎƘǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ Ǌƛǎƪ ǘƘŜ ǿǊŀǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘǊŀƎƻƴ ǘƘǊƻƴŜ ōȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ƭŀǘŜΦ {Ŝƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ [ŀƪŜ ¢Ωŀƛ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘ 

tƻ /ƘΩŀƴƎΩŀƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘǿŜǎǘΣ ǘƘŜ ōǳƭƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴǾŜȅŜŘ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ DǊŀƴŘ /ŀƴŀƭ ǘƻ [ƻȅŀƴƎΣ ƻǾŜǊƭŀƴŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ [ŀƴ-

ǘΩƛŜƴ tŀǎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ŀƎŀƛƴ ōȅ ōƻŀǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭΦ hƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀ ǿŀǎ ŜǎŎƻǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƴŜǊ ǇŀƭŀŎŜΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ 

of the emperoǊΩǎ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀ ǿŀǎ ŘƛǾƛŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŜǊƛŀƭ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǎƘǊƛƴŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻŦŦŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ 

sacrifice to the ancestors of the dynasty. The rituals were performed by the emperor, who, on fulfilling his filial duties, 

returned to the palace where his tea master prepared Yang-hsien tea. 
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Yang-ƘǎƛŜƴ Ǉŀǘǌƛƭ ƳŜȊƛ ƴŜƧǎȅƳōƻƭƛőǘŠƧǑƝ ǘǊƛōǳǘȅ Ǌƻƪǳ ŀ ƧŜƘƻ ŘƻǊǳőŜƴƝ ōȅƭƻ Ǿ ǇŀƭłŎƛ ǵȊƪƻǎǘƭƛǾŠ ƻőŜƪłǾłƴƻΦ 2ŜǊǎǘǾȇ a ƴŠȌƴȇ 

αǇŜǊƭƻǾȇ őŀƧά ǇǌƛŎƘłȊŜƭ őŀǎƴŠΣ ǾȅǇǳőŜƭ ǇǌŜƳƭǳǾŜƴ ƳƝǊƴȇƳƛ ǾŠǘǊȅ ǾŀƴƻǳŎƝƳƛ ƻŘ ƧŜȊŜǊŀ ŀ ȊŀǇƻőŀƭ ǎŜȊƽƴǳ ǎǾȇƳƛ αȌƭǳǘƻȊƭŀǘȇƳƛ 

ǇǳǇŜƴȅάΦ 2ŀƧ ōȅƭ ǇƻǎƭŜƳ ƧŀǊŀΣ ƴŜōƻǙ αǎǘƻ Ǌƻǎǘƭƛƴ ǎƛ ƴŜǘǊƻǳŦŀƭƻ ǊƻȊƪǾŞǎǘάΣ ŘƻƪǳŘ ŎƝǎŀǌ ǇǊǾƴŠ ƴŜƻŎƘǳǘƴŀƭ őŀƧ ¸ŀƴƎ-hsien. Pro 

ŎƝǎŀǌŜ ƳŠƭ ¸ŀƴƎ-ƘǎƛŜƴ ǾŜƭƪȇ ǊƛǘǳłƭƴƝ ŀ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴƛłƭƴƝ ǾȇȊƴŀƳ ǘŀƪŞ ƪǾǻƭƛ ƪŀȌŘƻǊƻőƴƝ ƻōŠǘƛ ŎƝǎŀǌǎƪȇƳ ǇǌŜŘƪǻƳΦ tǌƝǇǊŀǾȅ ƴŀ 

ŎŜƭƻǳ ǳŘłƭƻǎǘ ȊŀőƝƴŀƭȅ ōŜȊǇǊƻǎǘǌŜŘƴŠ Ǉƻ bƻǾŞƳ ǊƻŎŜΣ ƪŘȅ ǇǊŜŦŜƪǘ IǳŎƘƻǳ ƴŀǌƝŘƛƭ ƻǇǊŀǾȅ ǎƛƭƴƛŎ ǾŜŘƻǳŎƝŎƘ Ȋ ǵŘƻƭƝ Řƻ ƘƻǊ 

ǇǊƻ ƳƴƻȌǎǘǾƝ ŘŠƭƴƝƪǻƳ ǇƻǘǌŜōƴȇŎƘ ǇǊƻ ǎƪƭƛȊŜƶΦ YǊłǘŎŜ ƴŀ ǘƻ ǇǌƛƧŜƭƛ Ȋ ƘƭŀǾƴƝƘƻ ƳŠǎǘŀ ǇŀƭłŎƻǾƝ ŜǳƴǳǑƛ ǌƝŘƛǘ ǎƪƭƛȊŜƶ Ƨŀƪƻ ƳƝǎǘƴƝ 

ǵǌŜŘƴƝŎƛ ǇƭłƴƻǾŀƭƛ ōȅŘƭŜƴƝΣ ȊłǎƻōƻǾłƴƝ ŀ ǇŞőƛ ƻ ǘƛǎƝŎŜ őŀƧƻǾȇŎƘ ŘŠƭƴƝƪǻ Ȋ ǾŜƴƪƻǾŀΦ ±Ŝ ŘǊǳƘŞƳ ƳŠǎƝŎƛ ǇƻŘƭŜ ƭǳƴłǊƴƝƘƻ 

ƪŀƭŜƴŘłǌŜΣ ōȅƭ őŀƧ ǎƪƭƛȊŜƴΣ ōŠƘŜƳ ǇłǊ ŘƴƝ ǊȅŎƘƭŜ ȊǇǊŀŎƻǾłƴ Řƻ ǘǾŀǊǳ ƪƻƭłőǻ ŀ Ǉŀƪ ōȅƭ ƴŜŎŜƭȇ ǘȇŘŜƴ ǵȊƪƻǎǘƭƛǾŠ ƻǇŜőƻǾłǾłƴΦ 

2ŀƧ ōȅƭ ǇŜőƭƛǾŠ ƪƻƴǘǊƻƭƻǾłƴ ŀ ōŀƭŜƴΣ ƴŜƧǇǊǾŜ ƻǾƛƴǳǘ ǎƪǾŠƭȇƳ ōƝƭȇƳ ǇŀǇƝǊŜƳΣ ǇƻǘŞ ǾƭƻȌŜƴ Řƻ ƧŜƳƴŞ ƘŜŘǾłōƴŞ ƳƻǑƴȅ ŀ 

nakonec uȊŀƳƪƴǳǘ Řƻ ƭŀƪƻǾŀƴŞ ǎƪǌƝƶƪȅΦ bŀ ǇǌŜǇǊŀǾǳ őŀƧƻǾŞƘƻ ǘǊƛōǳǘǳ ŘƻƘƭƝȌŜƭƛ ǇŀƭłŎƻǾƝ ŜǳƴǳǑƛΣ ƪǘŜǌƝ ǌƝŘƛƭƛ ƭƻƎƛǎǘƛŎƪŞ 

ƻŘōƻǊƴƝƪȅΦ 9ǳƴǳǑƛ ǊƻȊǎłƘƭŜ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƻǾŀƭƛ Řƻ ǎǇǊłǾƴƝŎƘ ŀ ǾƻƧŜƴǎƪȇŎƘ ǎƛƭΣ ŀōȅ ƴƛŎ ƴŜƴŀǊǳǑƛƭƻ ōŜȊǇŜőƴȇ ŀ ǊȅŎƘƭȇ ǇǊǻƧŜȊŘ őŀƧŜΦ 

 tǊǾƴƝ ŘƻŘłǾŎŜ őŀƧŜ ¸ŀƴƎ-ƘǎƛŜƴ ǎŜ ǌƝƪŀƭƻ αŜȄǇǊŜǎƴƝ őŀƧά όŎƘƛ-ŎƘϥŜƴƎ /ƘϥŀύΣ ōȅƭŀ ƻŘŜǎƭłƴŀ Ǿ ŘǊǳƘŞƳ ƳŠǎƝŎƛ ŀ do ǇŀƭłŎŜ 

v ƘƭŀǾƴƝƳ ƳŠǎǘŠ ǾȊŘłƭŜƴŞƳ ǾƝŎŜ ƴŜȌ ǘƛǎƝŎ Ƴƛƭ ŘƻǊŀȊƛƭŀ ǇǊƻǎǘǌŜŘƴƛŎǘǾƝƳ ƧƝȊŘƴƝŎƘ ƪǳǊȇǊǻ Ȋŀ ƳŞƴŠ Ƨŀƪ ŘŜǎŜǘƛ ŘƴƝΦ 9ǳƴǳŎƘȅ 

ƭƛƳƛǘƻǾŀƭ ǇǌŜŘŜǾǑƝƳ ƪŀƭŜƴŘłǌΦ 2ŀƧ ƳǳǎŜƭ ŘƻǊŀȊƛǘ Řƻ ǇŀƭłŎŜ ǇǌŜŘ ȊŀőłǘƪŜƳ {Ǿłǘƪǳ őƛǎǘƻǘȅ ŀ Ƨŀǎǳ /ƘϥƛƴƎ-ƳƛƴƎΣ ƪǘŜǊȇ ǎŜ ƪƻƴŀƭ 

Ǉłǘȇ ŘŜƴ ǘǌŜǘƝƘƻ ƭǳƴłǊƴƝƘƻ ƳŠǎƝŎŜΦ ¢ƻǘƻ ŘŀǘǳƳ ǳǊőƻǾŀƭŀ ǘǊŀŘƛŎŜΣ ǇƻŘƭŜ ƴƝȌ ŎƝǎŀǌ ǳŎǘƝǾŀƭ ǎǾŞ ¢ϥŀƴƎǎƪŞ ǇǌŜŘƪȅΦ 9ǳƴǳǑƛ 

ƴŜǊƛǎƪƻǾŀƭƛ ƘƴŠǾ ŘǊŀőƝƘƻ ǘǊǻƴǳ ǘƝƳΣ ȌŜ ōȅ ǎŜ ƻǇƻȊŘƛƭƛΦ 2ŀƧ Ǉutoval z jihu od jezera T'ai na ǎŜǾŜǊƻȊłǇŀŘ Řƻ /ƘϥŀƴƎϥŀƴ 

ǇǌŜǾłȌƴŠ Ǉƻ ±ŜƭƪŞƳ Yŀƴłƭǳ ŀȌ Řƻ Luoyangu, z Luoyangǳ Ǉŀƪ Ǉƻ ǎƻǳǑƛ Řƻ [ŀƴ-tien Pass a ƻŘǘǳŘ ƻǇŠǘ ƭƻŘƝ Řƻ ƘƭŀǾƴƝƘƻ 

ƳŠǎǘŀΦ ±Ŝ ƳŠǎǘŠ ōȅƭ ǇǌŜǾŜȊŜƴ Řƻ ǾƴƛǘǌƴƝƘƻ ǇŀƭłŎŜΦ ± ōŜȊǇŜőƝ ǎƻǳƪǊƻƳŞ ŎƝǎŀǌƻǾȅ ǇƻƪƭŀŘƴȅ ŘƻǑƭƻ ƪ ƧŜƘƻ ǊƻȊŘŠƭŜƴƝΣ őłǎǘ ōȅƭŀ 

Ǉƻǎƭłƴŀ Řƻ ǎǾŀǘȅƴŠ ŎƝǎŀǌǎƪŞ ǊƻŘƛƴȅΣ ŀōȅ ōȅƭŀ ƻōŠǘƻǾłƴŀ ǇǌŜŘƪǻƳ ŘȅƴŀǎǘƛŜΦ /Ɲǎŀǌ ƻǎƻōƴŠ Ǿȅƪƻƴŀƭ ǊƛǘǳłƭΣ ŀōȅ ǎǇƭƴƛƭ ǎǾŞ 

ǎȅƴƻǾǎƪŞ ǇƻǾƛƴƴƻǎǘƛΣ ŀ Ǉŀƪ ǎŜ ǾǊłǘƛƭ Řƻ ǇŀƭłŎŜΣ ƪŘŜ Ƴǳ őŀƧƻǾȇ ƳƛǎǘǊ ǇǌƛǇǊŀǾƛƭ őŀƧ ¸ŀƴƎ-hsien. 
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hǊŘƛƴŀǊƛƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ŜƳǇŜǊƻǊΩǎ ǘŜŀ ǿŀǎ ōǊŜǿŜŘ ōȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƭŀŘƛŜǎ-in-waiting who was skilled in the art of tea. The Taoist 

ǇǊƛŜǎǘŜǎǎ [ƛ ¸ŜƘΣ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘ ōȅ ƘŜǊ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘǳǘƻǊŜŘ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ŦƛƴŜǊ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ōȅ [ǳ ¸ǸΣ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƳƻŘŜƭ ǘŜŀ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘǊŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

ƛƳǇŜǊƛŀƭ ŎƻƴǎƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀƭŀŎŜ ƭŀŘƛŜǎΦ hƴ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴƛŀƭ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŀǎǘ ƻŦ /ƘΩƛƴƎ-ming, however, the emperor 

cŀƭƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ǘŜŀ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇŀƭŀŎŜ ƳŀǎǘŜǊ ƳŀŘŜ ǘŜŀ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ [ǳ ¸Ǹ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘΩŀ-ching. Preparation 

ōŜƎŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻŀǎǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀ ŎŀƪŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōǊŀȊƛŜǊΣ ǘƘŜƴ ƎǊƛƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƛŦǘƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǇƻǿŘŜǊ ŀǎ ŦƛƴŜ ŀǎ άǊƛŎŜ 

flour." In the cauldron, water was heated and a bit of salt thrown into the roiling boil that the master constantly stirred, 

ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǿƘƛǊƭǇƻƻƭ Řƻǿƴ ƛƴǘƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀ ǇƻǿŘŜǊŜŘ ǿŀǎ ǇƻǳǊŜŘΦ Lƴ ŀƴ ƛƴǎǘŀƴǘΣ άǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǎǳǊƎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƭƛƪŜ ŦƭȅƛƴƎ 

billows and overflowiƴƎ ŦǊƻǘƘέ ǿƘŜǊŜǳǇƻƴ ŀ ŘƛǇǇŜǊ ƻŦ Ƙƻǘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŜƳǇŜǊ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜǿΦ ²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀ ǿŀǎ ƭŀŘƭŜŘ 

ƻǳǘ ƛƴǘƻ ōƻǿƭǎΣ ŜŀŎƘ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ǘƻǇǇŜŘ ōȅ ŀƴ ŀƳǇƭŜ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŦǊƻǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ άǎǇƭŜƴŘƛŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ŦƭƻǊŜǎŎŜƴŎŜΦϦ 

Lifting his bowl in salute, the emperor ǘƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴƛŀƭ άŦƛǊǎǘ ǘŀǎǘŜέ ƻŦ ¸ŀƴƎ-hsien tea, a formal and auspicious gesture 

that declared Spring had officially begun. 

 

 
 
 

CŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ /ƘΩŀƴƎΩŀƴ ƻƴ [ŜǎǎŜǊ {ǘƻƴŜ tŜŀƪΣ [ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎ ŀƭǎƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ¸ŀƴƎ-hsien tea. His cottage was humble but his 

ƳŀƴƴŜǊ ǿŀǎ ŀǎ ŦƻǊƳŀƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŜƳǇŜǊƻǊΩǎΦ {ŜŜƪƛƴƎ ǘǊŀƴǉǳƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŜƴƧƻȅ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ƛƴ ǎƻƭƛǘǳŘŜΣ ƘŜ ōŀǊǊŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ƎŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƘǳǘ Ƙƛǎ 

doors. Before preparing the tea, he made himself ready, donning his silk gauze cap, focusing on the task at hand, calmly 

concentrating on preparing and brewing the imperial tea. He listened for the first boil of the water and sighted bubbles 

ǘƘŜ ǎƛȊŜ ƻŦ άŦƛǎƘ ŜȅŜǎΣέ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ōƻƛƭ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ōǳōōƭȅ άǎǘǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǇŜŀǊƭǎΦϦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǳǊƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ōƻƛƭ ŜǊǳǇǘŜŘ 

with the measure of tea powder, then there ensued a quiet simmering as the tea brewed. Looking into the cauldron, Lu 

¢ΩǳƴƎ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘŜŀ ǘƻ ōŜ ōƛƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ άŎƭƻǳŘǎ ƻŦ ƎǊŜŜƴ ȅƛŜƭŘƛƴƎΣ ǳƴŎŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅέ ōƭƻǿƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ άǿƛƴŘΦϦ 

[ŀŘƭƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ŀ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎΣ [ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎ ŀŘƳƛǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛƴŜΣ άǊŀŘƛŀƴǘƭȅ ǿƘƛǘŜέ ŦǊƻǘƘ ŦƭƻŀǘƛƴƎ ƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƻŀƳ ǘƘƛŎƪŜƴƛƴƎ ŀǎ 

it cooled and clung against the bowl.  
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/ƝǎŀǌǻǾ őŀƧ Ǿŀǌƛƭŀ ƻōǾȅƪƭŜ ƧŜŘƴŀ Ȋ ŘǾƻǊƴƝŎƘ ŘŀƳΣ ƪǘŜǊł ōȅƭŀ ǾȊŘŠƭłƴŀ Ǿ őŀƧƻǾŞƳ ǳƳŠƴƝΦ ¢ŀƻƛǎǘƛŎƪł ƪƴŠȌƪŀ [ƛ ¸ŜƘΣ ƧŜȌ si 

osvojila ǎǾŞ ŘƻǾŜŘƴƻǎǘƛ ƻŘ ǾƭŀǎǘƴƝƘƻ ƻǘŜŎ ŀ ǳ [ǳ ¸ǳƘƻ ǎŜ ǎŜȊƴłƳƛƭŀ ǎ ƧŜƳƴȇƳƛ ŘŜǘŀƛƭȅΣ ōȅƭŀ ǾȊƻǊƻǾƻǳ őŀƧƻǾƻǳ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƪǘƻǊƪƻǳ 

ǇǊƻ ŎƝǎŀǌƻǾȅ ƳŀƴȌŜƭƪȅ ŀ ǇŀƭłŎƻǾŞ ŘłƳȅΦ bƛŎƳŞƴŠ Ǉǌƛ ǎƭŀǾƴƻǎǘƴƝŎƘ ǇǌƝƭŜȌƛǘƻǎǘŜŎƘΣ Ƨŀƪƻ ōȅƭ ǎǾłǘŜƪ /ƘϥƛƴƎ-ƳƛƴƎΣ ǇƻǾƻƭŀƭ ŎƝǎŀǌ 

ǎǾŞƘƻ ƻŦƛŎƛłƭƴƝƘƻ őŀƧƻǾŞƘƻ ƳƛǎǘǊŀΦ tŀƭłŎƻǾȇ ƳƛǎǘǊ ǳŘŠƭŀƭ őŀƧ ǎǘŜƧƴȇƳ ȊǇǻǎƻōŜƳΣ Ƨŀƪ ǘƻ ǇƻǇǎŀƭ [ǳ ¸ǳ Ǿ /Ƙϥŀ-ŎƘƛƴƎǳΦ tǌƝǇǊŀǾŀ 

Ȋŀőŀƭŀ ƻǇŞƪłƴƝƳ őŀƧƻǾŞƘƻ ƪƻƭłőŜ ƴŀŘ ƻƘǌƝǾŀŘƭŜƳΣ ƴłǎƭŜŘƴȇƳ ǊƻȊŜƳƭŜǘƝƳ ŀ Ǉŀƪ ǇǊƻǎŜǘƝƳ őŀƧŜ ƴŀ ǇǊłǑŜƪ ƧŜƳƴȇƳ Ƨŀƪƻ 

αǊȇȌƻǾł ƳƻǳƪŀάΦ ± ƪƻǘƭƝƪǳ ǎŜ Ƙǌłƭŀ ǾƻŘŀ ŀ ƪŘȅȌ ōȅƭŀ ǾǊƻǳŎƝΣ ǾǎȅǇŀƭŀ Řƻ ƴƝ ƳƛǎǘǊ ǑǇŜǘƪǳ ǎƻƭƛ ŀ ƴŜǇǌŜǘǊȌƛǘȇƳ ƳƝŎƘłƴƝƳ ǾȅǘǾƻǌƛƭ 

ǾƝǊ, Řƻ ƪǘŜǊŞƘƻ ǾǎȅǇŀƭ őŀƧƻǾȇ ǇǊłǑŜƪΦ ±Ŝ ŎƘǾƝƭƛΣ ƪŘȅ αǾƻŘŀ ǾȊƪȅǇŠƭŀ Ƨŀƪƻ ǇƭǳƧƝŎƝ ƻōƭŀƪŀ ŀ ǇǌŜǘŞƪŀƧƝŎƝ ǇŠƴŀά ǇǌƛƳƝŎƘŀƭ 

ƴŀōŠǊŀőƪǳ ƘƻǊƪŞ ǾƻŘȅ ǇǊƻ ȊƳƝǊƴŠƴƝ ǾŀǊǳΦ YŘȅȌ őŀƧ ƴŀƭŞǾŀƭ Řƻ ƳƛǎŜƪΣ ƪŀȌŘƻǳ ȊŀǾǊǑƻǾŀƭŀ ōƻƘŀǘł ǇŠƴŀΣ ƪǘŜǊł ǾȅǇŀŘŀƭŀ 

αƴłŘƘŜǊƴŠ Ƨŀƪƻ ƧŀǊƴƝ ƪǾŠǘȅάΦ /Ɲǎŀǌ ǇƻȊǾŜŘƭ ǇǊǾƴƝ Ƴƛǎƪǳ ƴŀ ȊŘǊŀǾƝ ŀ ƻōǌŀŘƴŠ αǇƻǇǊǾŞ ƻŎƘǳǘƴŀƭά ¸ŀƴƎ-ƘǎƛŜƴǎƪȇ őŀƧΣ ŎƻȌ ōȅƭƻ 

ŦƻǊƳłƭƴƝ ŀ ƳƛƭƻǎǘƛǾŞ ƎŜǎǘƻΣ ƪǘŜǊȇƳ ƻȊƴłƳƛƭ ƻŦƛŎƛłƭƴƝ ȊŀőłǘŜƪ ƧŀǊŀΦ 

 

 
 
 

Dalekƻ ƻŘ /ƘϥŀƴƎϥŀƴǳ ƴŀ aŀƭŞƳ YŀƳŜƴƴŞƳ ±ǊŎƘǳ ƛ [ǳ ¢ǳƴƎ ƻǎƭŀǾƻǾŀƭ ǎ ¸ŀƴƎ-ƘǎƛŜƴǎƪȇƳ őŀƧŜƳΦ ¢ǌŜōŀȌŜ ƻōȇǾŀƭ ǎƪǊƻƳƴȇ 

ŘƻƳŜƪΣ ŎƘƻǾŀƭ ǎŜ ǎǘŜƧƴŠ ŦƻǊƳłƭƴŠ Ƨŀƪƻ ŎƝǎŀǌΦ ± ǘƻǳȊŜ Ǉƻ ƪƭƛŘǳ ŀ ǎŀƳƻǘŠ ȊŀǘŀǊŀǎƛƭ ōǊŀƴƪǳ ŀ ȊŀǾǌŜƭ ŘǾŜǌŜΦ tǌŜŘ ǇǌƝǇǊŀǾƻǳ 

őŀƧŜ ǎŜ ǳǇǊŀǾƛƭΣ ƴŀǎŀŘƛƭ ǎƛ őŀpku z ƧŜƳƴŞƘƻ ƘŜŘǾłōƝ ŀ ȊŀƳŠǌƛƭ ǎŜ ƴŀ ƴŜƧōƭƛȌǑƝ ǵƪƻƭΣ ƪǘŜǊȇ Ƙƻ őŜƪŀƭΥ ƪƭƛŘƴƻǳ ŀ ǎƻǳǎǘǌŜŘŠƴƻǳ 

ǇǌƝǇǊŀǾǳ ŀ ǾŀǌŜƴƝ ŎƝǎŀǌǎƪŞƘƻ őŀƧŜΦ bŀǎƭƻǳŎƘŀƭ ǇǊǾƴƝƳǳ varu vody, zaznamenal bubliny o ǾŜƭƛƪƻǎǘƛ αǊȅōƝŎƘ ƻƪάΣ ƪǘŜǊŞ 

ƴłǎƭŜŘƻǾŀƭ ŘǊǳƘȇ ǾŀǊ ǎ ōǳōƭƛƴƪŀƳƛ ǇǌƛǇƻƳƝƴŀƧƝŎƝƳƛ αǑƶǻǊǳ ǇŜǊŜƭάΦ YȅǇƝŎƝ ǘǌŜǘƝ ǾŀǊ ǾȅōǳŎƘƭ Ǉƻ ƳƝǊŎŜ ǇǊłǑƪƻǾŞƘƻ őŀƧŜ ŀ Ǉŀƪ 

ƴłǎƭŜŘƻǾŀƭƻ ƪƭƛŘƴŞ ǇǊƻōǳōƭłǾłƴƝ ǾŀǌƝŎƝƘƻ ǎŜ őŀƧŜΦ tǌƛ ǇƻƘƭŜŘǳ Řƻ ƪƻǘƭƝƪǳ ǎƛ [ǳ Tung ǇǌŜŘǎǘŀǾƻǾŀƭΣ Ƨŀƪ ǎŜ ŘƳƻǳŎƝ őŀƧ 

ǇǌŜƳŠƶǳƧŜ Ǿ ǘŜƳƴŞ κŀƴƎƭΦ αȊŜƭŜƴŞάκ ƳǊŀƪȅ ǳǎǘŀǾƛőƴŠ ǇƻŦǳƪƻǾŀƴŞ ƧŀǊƴƝƳ αǾŠǘǊŜƳάΦ [ǳ Tung nabral misku a obdivoval 

ƧŜƳƴƻǳ αǎǾƝǘƛǾŠ ōƝƭƻǳά ǇŠƴǳ ƭŜƘŎŜ ǇƭǳƧƝŎƝ ƴŀ őŀƧƛΣ Ƨŀƪ ǎŜ ŎƘƭŀŘƴǳǘƝƳ ȊŀƘǳǑǙǳƧŜ ŀ ǳƭǇƝǾł Ǉǌƛ ƻƪǊŀƧƝŎƘ ƳƛǎƪȅΦ 
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CǊƻǘƘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŜǎǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀΦ !ǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ǇƻŜƳ ϦhŘŜ ǘƻ ¢ŜŀΣϦ ŦǊƻǘƘ ǿŀǎ άƭǳǎǘrous like piling 

ǎƴƻǿΦϦ CƻǳǊ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ΩŀƴƎΣ ŦǊƻǘƘ ǿŀǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǘŜŀΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŀŜǎǘƘŜǘƛŎ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜΦ hƴ 

ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ƛǘΣ [ǳ ¸Ǹ ǿŀǎ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ ǿŀȄ ǇƻŜǘƛŎ ƻǾŜǊ ŦǊƻǘƘΥ  

Froth is the floreate essence of the brew. Froth that is thin is called mo; thick froth is call po; that which is fine and light is 

called hua, floreate essence .... Mo froth resembles date blossoms floating lightly upon a circular jade pool or green 

blooming duckweed whirling along the winding bank or layered clouds floating in a fine clear sky. Froth resembles moss 

floating in tidal sands or chrysanthemum flowers fallen into an ancient ritual bronze. 

[ǳ ¸Ǹ ŀƭǎƻ ǿǊƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎŀǳƭŘǊƻƴΩǎ ōǊŜǿ ǿŀǎ άŀƳōǊƻǎƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƭƛƴƎŜǊƛƴƎΦϦ ¢ƘŜ ǘŀǎǘŜ ƻŦ ǘŜŀ ǿŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘŜŘ ŀǎ ƛǘǎ 

Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ aŀǘŜǊƛŀ aŜŘƛŎŀΣ ǘŜŀ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ άaƛƴƎ ƛǎ ōƛǘǘŜǊ ǘŜŀΦ Lǘǎ ǘŀǎǘŜ ƛǎ ǎǿŜŜǘ 

and bitter." The phenomenon of tea tasting both bitter and sweet rests in sipping tea. On the tongue, the bitter taste of 

tea stimulates the flow of saliva that then mixes with the tea and alters its taste from bitter to sweet. Human saliva 

contains salivary amylase, an enzyme that converts carbohydrates into sugars. Bitter tea, especially green tea, is thus 

sweet tea. Tea of great quaƭƛǘȅ ǿŀǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άǎǿŜŜǘ ŘŜǿέ όƪŀƴ-lu), a poetic name for celestial libations of infinite purity, 

lightness, and sweetness. In Taoism, sweet dew was an essence that came from Heaven. Celestial descent of sweet dew 

sanctioned virtuous rule as intoned by the Tao-te ching (Scripture of the Way and Power) in chapter 32: 

The Tao is constant, but nameless. 
Although the Primal Simplicity is small, 
All under Heaven submit to it. 
If lords and princes would but embrace it, 
The myriad creatures would do homage to them; 
Heaven and Earth would harmonize to send sweet dew. 
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tŠƴŀ ōȅƭŀ ŜǎŜƴŎƝ őŀƧŜΦ .łǎŜƶ αjŘŀ ƴŀ őŀƧά ȊŜ őǘǾǊǘŞƘƻ ǎǘƻƭŜǘƝ ǇŠƴǳ ǇƻǇƛǎǳƧŜ ǘŀƪǘƻΥ αǘǌǇȅǘƛǾł Ƨŀƪƻ ƴŀƘǊƻƳŀŘŠƴȇ ǎƴƝƘάΦ h 

őǘȅǌƛ ǎǘŀ ƭŜǘ ǇƻȊŘŠƧƛ ¢ϥŀƴƎƻǾŞ ǎǘłƭŜ ƻŎŜƶƻǾŀƭƛ ǇŠƴǳ Ƨŀƪƻ ƴŜƧŘǻƭŜȌƛǘŠƧǑƝ ŜǎǘŜǘƛŎƪƻǳ Ǿƭŀǎǘƴƻǎǘ őŀƧŜΦ wƻǾƴŠȌ [ǳ ¸ǳ ǎŜ ǳŎƘȇƭƛƭ ƪŜ 

ƪǌŜƘƪŞ ǇƻŜǘƛŎŜ Ǉǌƛ ǇƻǇƛǎǳ ǇŠƴȅΥ 

tŠƴŀ ƧŜ ƪǾŠǘƛƴƻǾƻǳ ŜǎŜƴŎƝ ǾŀǊǳΦ ¢ŜƴƪŞ ǾǊǎǘǾŠ ǇŠƴȅ ǎŜ ǌƝƪł ƳƻΣ ǾȅǎƻƪŞ ǇŠƴŠ ǎŜ ǌƝƪł Ǉƻ ŀ ǘŞ ƴŜƧƧŜƳƴŠƧǑƝ ǇŠƴŠ ǎŜ ǌƝƪł hua, 

ƪǾŠǘƛƴƻǾł ŜǎŜƴŎŜ ΦΦΦ tŠƴŀ Ƴƻ ǇǌƛǇƻƳƝƴł ŘŀǘƭƻǾŞ ƭƝǎǘŜőƪȅ ȊǾƻƭƴŀ ǇƭǳƧƝŎƝ ƴŀ ƘƭŀŘƛƴŠ ƪǳƭŀǘŞƘƻ ƴŜŦǊƛǘƻǾŞƘƻ ǊȅōƴƝőƪǳ ƴŜōƻ jako 

ȊŜƭŜƴŠ ƪǾŜǘƻǳŎƝ ƻƪǌŜƘŜƪ Ǿ ȊłǘƻőƛƴŠ ǊȅōƴƝƪŀ őƛ ōǌŜȊƝŎƘ ǌƝőƴƝŎƘ ƳŠƭőƛƴ ƴŜōƻ Ƨŀƪƻ ƳƭȌƴł ƻōƭŀƪŀ ǇƭǳƧƝŎƝ Ǉƻ ƧŀǎƴŞƳ ƴŜōƛΦ tŠƴŀ 

ǇǌƛǇƻƳƝƴł ƳŜŎƘ ǇƭǳƧƝŎƝ Ǿ ǇǌƝƭƛǾƻǾŞƳ ǇƝǎƪǳ ƴŜōƻ ƪǾŠǘȅ ŎƘǊȅȊŀƴǘŞƳ ǎǇŀŘƭŞ Řƻ ǎǘŀǊƻōȅƭŞƘƻ ǊƛǘǳłƭƴƝƘƻ ōǊƻƴȊǳΦ 

[ǳ ¸ǳ ǊƻǾƴŠȌ ƴŀǇǎŀƭΣ ȌŜ ǇǊǾƴƝ ǾłǊƪŀ Ȋ ƪƻǘƭƝƪǳ ōȅƭŀ αŀƳōǊƽȊƛƻǾł ŀ ŘƭƻǳƘƻǘǊǾŀƧƝŎƝάΦ Po dƭƻǳƘƻǳ Řƻōǳ ǎŜ ŎƘǳǙ őŀƧŜ ǇƻǾŀȌƻǾŀƭŀ 

Ȋŀ ƧŜƘƻ ƴŜƧȊŀƧƝƳŀǾŠƧǑƝ ǾƭŀǎǘƴƻǎǘΦ 2ŀƧ ōȅƭ Ǿ aŀǘŜǊƛŀ aŜŘƛŎŀ ǇƻǇǎłƴ ǘŠƳƛǘƻ ǎƭƻǾȅΥ αaƛƴƎ ƧŜ Ƙƻǌƪȇ őŀƧΦ WŜƘƻ ŎƘǳǙ ƧŜ ǎƭŀŘƪł ŀ 

ƘƻǌƪłΦ ά CŜƴƻƳŞƴ őŀƧŜ ǎǇƻőƝǾł Ǿ ǎƻǳōŠȌƴŠ ǎƭŀŘƪŞ ƛ ƘƻǌƪŞ ŎƘǳǘƛΣ ƪŘȅȌ ǎŜ őŀƧ ǎǊƪłΦ Iƻǌƪł ŎƘǳǙ őŀƧŜ ƴŀ ƧŀȊȅƪǳ ǎǘƛƳǳƭǳƧŜ vznik 

ǎƭƛƴΣ ƪǘŜǊŞ ǎŜ Ǉŀƪ ƳƝǎƝ ǎ őŀƧŜƳ ŀ ȊƳŠƴƝ ǎǾƻƧƛ ŎƘǳǙ Ȋ ƘƻǌƪŞ ƴŀ ǎƭŀŘƪƻǳΦ [ƛŘǎƪŞ ǎƭƛƴȅ ƻōǎŀƘǳƧƝ ǎƭƛƴƴƻǳ ŀƳȅƭłȊǳΣ ŎƻȌ ƧŜ ŜƴȊȅƳΣ 

ƪǘŜǊȇ ǇǌŜƳŠƶǳƧŜ ǎŀŎƘŀǊƛŘȅ ƴŀ ŎǳƪǊȅΦ Iƻǌƪȇ őŀƧΣ ȊŜƧƳŞƴŀ ȊŜƭŜƴȇΣ ƧŜ ǘŜŘȅ ǎƭŀŘƪȇ őŀƧΦ bŜƧƪǾŀƭƛǘƴŠƧǑƝ őŀƧ ōȅƭ őŀǎǘƻ ƴŀȊȇǾłƴ 

αǎƭŀŘƪł Ǌƻǎŀά όƪŀƴ-ƭǳύΣ ŎƻȌ ƧŜ ǇƻŜǘƛŎƪŞ ƻȊƴŀőŜƴƝ ǇǊƻ ƴłǇƻƧ ƴŜōŜǑǙŀƴǻΣ ƴłǇƻƧ ƴŜƪƻƴŜőƴŞ őƛǎǘƻǘȅΣ ƭŜƘƪƻǎǘƛ ŀ ǎƭadkosti. V 

ǘŀƻƛǎƳǳ ōȅƭŀ ǎƭŀŘƪł Ǌƻǎŀ ŜǎŜƴŎƝΣ ƪǘŜǊł ǇƻŎƘłȊƝ Ȋ ƴŜōŜΦ {ŜǎƭłƴƝ ƴŜōŜǎƪŞ ǎƭŀŘƪŞ Ǌƻǎȅ ōȅƭƻ ǇƻǘǾǊȊŜƴƝƳ ŎǘƴƻǎǘƴŞ ǾƭłŘȅΣ Ƨŀƪ ǘƻ 

ȊƳƛƶǳƧŜ ¢ŀƻ-te-ǙƛƴƎ όYƴƛƘŀ ƻ ŎŜǎǘŠ ŀ Ŏǘƴƻǎǘƛύ Ǿ онΦ ƪŀǇƛǘƻƭŜΥ 

¢ŀƻ ƧŜ ǎǘłƭŞΣ ŀƭŜ ōŜȊŜƧƳŜƴƴŞΦ 
¢ǌŜōŀȌŜ tǊǾƻǘƴƝ WŜŘƴƻŘǳŎƘƻǎǘ ƧŜ ƳŀƭłΣ 
±ǑŜ ǇƻŘ bŜōŜǎȅ ƧŜ ƧƝ ǇƻŘŘłƴƻΦ 
WŜǎǘƭƛȌŜ Ǉłƴƛ ŀ ǇǊƛƴŎƻǾŞ Ƨƛ ǇǌƛƧƳƻǳ, 
ƳȅǊƛłŘȅ ǎǘǾƻǌŜƴƝ ōȅ ǎŜ ǳ ƴƛŎƘ ȊŀōȅŘƭƝ; 
bŜōŜǎŀ ƛ ½ŜƳŠ Ǉŀƪ ōǳŘƻǳ Ǿ ƧŜŘƴƻǘŠ a ǎŜǑƭƻǳ sladkou rosu. 
 
 



Lb{¢L¢¦¢ w9b9{!b/9 Y¦[¢¦wbNIh 5=5L/¢±N ς STEVEN D. OWYOUNG: LU TONG & αtN{9d 2!W9ά 
 

 

 
38 

9ƳǇŜǊƻǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Iŀƴ ŘȅƴŀǎǘȅΣ ƳƛƴŘŦǳƭ ƻŦ IŜŀǾŜƴΩǎ ƳŀƴŘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Tao, built storied pavilions in the palace 

ǎǳōǳǊōǎ ǘƻ ŎŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǿŜŜǘ ŘŜǿΣ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ IŜŀǾŜƴΩǎ ǎŀƴŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊǳƭŜΦ /ƻƴŘŜƴǎŜŘ ƛƴ ƎƻƭŘŜƴ ŘƛǎƘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǳǇƻƴ ǎƛƭǾŜǊȅ 

mirrors atop high masts rising to the sky, sweet dew was collected and then imbibed to promote longevity and attain 

ƛƳƳƻǊǘŀƭƛǘȅΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ /ƘΩŀ-ŎƘƛƴƎΣ [ǳ ¸Ǹ ŦƻƭƭƻǿŜŘ ƛƳǇŜǊƛŀƭ ǇǊŜŎŜŘŜƴǘΥ 

Lǘ ƛǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ wŜŎƻǊŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CƻǊƳŜǊ {ƻƴƎ ǘƘŀǘΣ ΨtǊƛƴŎŜ [ǳŀƴ ƻŦ IǎƛƴΩŀƴ ŀƴŘ tǊƛƴŎŜ {ƘŀƴƎ ƻŦ ¸ǸŎƘŀƴƎ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 

Buddhist monk Tan-chi on Mount Pakung. The moƴƪ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ǘŜŀ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳΦ tǊƛƴŎŜ {ƘŀƴƎ ǘŀǎǘŜŘ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ Ψ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘǊǳƭȅ 

ǎǿŜŜǘ ŘŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƳƳƻǊǘŀƭǎΗ Iƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ƛǘ ōŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘŜŀΚΩ 

¢ƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǘŀǎǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ƳƻƴƪΩǎ ǘŜŀ ǿŀǎ ǎƻ ŘŜƭƛŎƛƻǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ōŜƎƎŜŘ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŀŎŎƘŀǊƛƴŜ ŦƭŀǾƻǊ ƻŦ ǎŀŎǊŜŘ 

neŎǘŀǊΣ ǎǿŜŜǘ ŘŜǿΦ aƻǊŜƻǾŜǊΣ [ǳ ¸Ǹ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜǊōŀƭ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘŜŀ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎǳǇŜǊƛƻǊ ƛƴ ƪƛƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άLƴ 

ŜŦŦƛŎŀŎȅΣ ǘŜŀ ǊƛǾŀƭǎ ΦΦΦ ǎǿŜŜǘ ŘŜǿέ ǘƘŜǊŜōȅ ƭƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǘŜŀ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ǊŜŀƭƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ ƴƻǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘŜŀ ŜƴŘƻǿŜŘ 

immortality.  

[ǳ ¸Ǹ ǿŀǎ ŜȄŀŎǘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ άŦƻǊ ǘŜŀ ƻŦ ǎǳǇŜǊō ŦƭŀǾƻǊ ŀƴŘ ŦǊŀƎǊŀƴŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ōƻǿƭǎ ƴǳƳōŜǊ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ΦΦΦΦέ ¢ƘǊŜŜ ǿŀǎ 

the perfect number in tea and Taoism. As a prime, three was especially potent in the Taoist naming of fundamental things: 

Three Primordials, ¢ƘǊŜŜ tǊƛƳŀǊȅ ±ƛǘŀƭƛǘƛŜǎΣ ¢ƘǊŜŜ tƻǿŜǊǎΣ YƛƴǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ¢ƘǊŜŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ƻƴΦ [ǳ ¸Ǹ ŦŀǾƻǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

/ƘΩŀ-ching by using three as a mystical constant. For instance, the bronze brazier he used as a tea stove was a tripod with 

three legs, three vents, three inscriptions, three trigrams, three elements, and three cardinal animals. By using the number 

ǘƘǊŜŜΣ [ǳ ¸Ǹ ŀŘƘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ¢ŀƻƛǎǘ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛƴ ƴǳƳŜǊƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ǇƻǿŜǊ.  
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/Ɲǎŀǌƛ ŘȅƴŀǎǘƛŜ IŀƴΣ ǾŠŘƻƳƛ ǎƛ aŀƴŘłǘǳ bŜōŜǎ ŀ ǎƝƭȅ ¢ŀƻΣ ǇƻǎǘŀǾƛƭƛ ƴŀ ǇŀƭłŎƻǾȇŎƘ ǇǌŜŘƳŠǎǘƝŎƘ ǇǊƻǎƭǳƭŞ ǇŀǾƛƭƻƴȅΣ ƪǘŜǊŞ ōȅ 

ȊŀŎƘȅǘłǾŀƭȅ ǎƭŀŘƪƻǳ ǊƻǎǳΣ ƴŜōŜǎƪŞ ȊƴŀƳŜƴƝ ǇƻǘǾǊȊǳƧƝŎƝ ǎǇǊłǾƴƻǎǘ ƧŜƧƛŎƘ ǾƭłŘȅΦ {ƭŀŘƪł Ǌƻǎŀ ǎŜ ǎǊłȌŜƭŀ ǾŜ ȊƭŀǘȇŎƘ ƳƛǎƪłŎƘ 

a ǎǘǌƝōǊƴȇŎƘ ȊǊŎŀŘƭŜŎƘ ǳƳƝǎǘŠƴȇŎƘ ƴŀ ǑǇƛőƪłŎƘ ǾȅǎƻƪȇŎƘ ǎǘƻȌłǊǻΣ ƪǘŜǊŞ ǎŜ ǘȅőƛƭȅ ǾȊƘǻǊǳ Řƻ ƴŜōŜǎΣ Ǉŀƪ ǎŜ ǎōƝǊŀƭŀ ŀ ǇƻǇƝƧŜƭŀ 

ǇǊƻ ȊǾȇǑŜƴƝ ŘƭƻǳƘƻǾŠƪƻǎǘƛ ŀ ǇǊƻ ŘƻǎŀȌŜƴƝ ƴŜǎƳǊǘŜƭƴƻǎǘƛΦ [ǳ ¸ǳ ǾŜ ǎǾŞƳ /Ƙϥŀ-/ƘƛƴƎǳ ƴłǎƭŜŘƻǾŀƭ ŎƝǎŀǌǎƪȇ ǇǌƝƪƭŀŘΥ 

± ½łȊƴŀƳŜŎƘ ȊŀƪƭŀŘŀǘŜƭǻ {ƻƴƎǎƪŞ ŘȅƴŀǎǘƛŜ ǎǘƻƧƝΣ ȌŜ αǇǊƛƴŎƻǾŞ [ǳŀƴ Ȋ Iǎƛƴϥŀƴ ŀ {ƘŀƴƎ ¸ǸŎƘŀƴ ƴŀǾǑǘƝǾƛƭƛ ōǳŘŘƘƛǎǘƛŎƪŞƘƻ 

mnicha Tan-ŎƘƛ ƴŀ ƘƻǌŜ tŀƪǳƴƎΦ aƴƛŎƘ ƧƛƳ ǇǌƛǇǊŀǾƛƭ őŀƧΦ tǊƛƴŎ {ƘŀƴƎ ƧŜƧ ƻŎƘǳǘƴŀƭ ŀ ǇǊŀǾƛƭΥ α¢ƻ ƧŜ ǎƪǳǘŜőƴŠ ǎƭŀŘƪł Ǌƻǎŀ 

ƴŜǎƳǊǘŜƭƴȇŎƘΗ Wŀƪ ƧŜ ƳƻȌƴŞ ǘƻƳǳ ǌƝƪŀǘ őŀƧΚά  aƴƛŎƘǻǾ őŀƧ ŎƘǳǘƴŀƭ ǘŀƪ ǾȇǘŜőƴŠΣ ȌŜ ǎƛ ǇǊƛƴŎ ŘƻǾƻƭƛƭ ǇǌƛǊƻǾƴŀǘ ƧŜƧ ƪ ǎƭŀŘƪŞ 

ŎƘǳǘƛ ǇƻǎǾłǘƴŞƘƻ ƴŜƪǘŀǊǳΣ ǎƭŀŘƪŞ ǊƻǎŜΦ [ǳ ¸ǳ ƴŀǾƝŎ ǇƻǾŀȌƻǾŀƭ őŀƧ ǇǊƻ ƧŜƘƻ ōƭŀƘƻŘłǊƴŞ Ǿƭŀǎǘƴƻǎǘƛ Ȋŀ ƴŜƧǾŠǘǑƝ ƳŜȊƛ ōȅƭƛƴŀƳƛ 

ŀ ǇƻȊƴŀƳŜƴŀƭΣ ȌŜ αǾ ǵőƛƴŎƝŎƘ őŀƧ ǎƻǳǇŜǌƝ ΦΦΦ ǎŜ ǎƭŀŘƪƻǳ ǊƻǎƻǳάΣ őƝƳȌ ǎǇƻƧƛƭ őŀƧ ǎ ŘǳŎƘƻǾƴƝ ƻōƭŀǎǘƝ ŀ ǎǘŀǊƻōȅƭȇƳƛ ǇǌŜŘǎǘŀǾŀƳƛ 

ƻ ǘƻƳΣ ȌŜ őŀƧ ŘłǾł ƴŜǎƳǊǘŜƭnost. 

[ǳ ¸ǳ ōȅƭ ǇǌŜǎƴȇ Ǿ ǇƻƪȅƴŜŎƘΥ αőŀƧŜ ǾȅƴƛƪŀƧƝŎƝ ŎƘǳǘŠ ŀ ǾǻƴŠ ǎŜ ƳŀƧƝ ǾȅǇƝǘ ǘǌƛ ƳƛǎƪȅΦΦΦά ¢ǊƻƧƪŀ ōȅƭŀ ŘƻƪƻƴŀƭȇƳ őƝǎƭŜƳ Ƨŀƪ 

ƻƘƭŜŘƴŠ őŀƧŜΣ ǘŀƪ ƛ ǘŀƻƛǎƳǳΦ tǌŜŘŜǾǑƝƳΥ ǘǊƻƧƪŀ ōȅƭŀ ƻōȊǾƭłǑǘŠ ǎƛƭƴł Ǿ ǘŀƻƛǎǘƛŎƪŞm ǇƻƧƳŜƴƻǾłƴƝ ȊłƪƭŀŘƴƝŎƘ ǾŠŎƝΥ ǘǌƛ ȊłƪƭŀŘƴƝ 

kvalitȅΣ ǘǌƛ ȊłƪƭŀŘƴƝ ȌƛǾƛƴȅΣ ǘǊƻƧƛŎŜ ƳƻŎƴƻǎǘƝΣ ǇǌƝōǳȊƴƻǎǘ ǘǌƝΣ ŀ ǘŀƪ ŘłƭŜΦ [ǳ ¸ǳ ǳǇǌŜŘƴƻǎǘƶƻǾŀƭ Ǿ Ch'a-Ching trojku jako 

mystickou konstantǳΦ bŀǇǌƝƪƭŀŘΣ ōǊƻƴȊƻǾŞ ƻƘǌƝǾŀŘƭƻ ǇƻǳȌƛǘŞ Ƨŀƪƻ őŀƧƻǾł ƪŀƳƝƴƪŀ ōȅƭƻ ǘǊƻƧƴƻȌƪƻǳ ǎŜ ǘǌŜƳƛ ƴƻƘŀƳƛΣ ǘǌŜƳƛ 

ƻǘǾƻǊȅΣ ǘǌŜƳƛ ƴłǇƛǎȅΣ ǘǌŜƳƛ ōƻƪȅΣ ǘǌŜƳƛ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘȅ ŀ ǘǌŜƳƛ ƘƭŀǾƴƝƳƛ ȊǾƝǌŀǘȅΦ tƻǳȌƝǾłƴƝƳ őƝǎƭŀ ǘǌƛ ŘƻŘǊȌƻǾŀƭ [ǳ ¸ǳ ǘŀƻƛǎǘƛŎƪƻǳ 

ǇǊŀȄƛ ƛ ǾƝǊǳ Ǿ ƳƻŎ ƴǳƳŜǊƻƭƻƎƛŜΦ 
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Three bowls of tea was prescriptive and closely related to the Taoist belief in tea as a food and herbal drug. The Book of 

¢Ŝŀ ǿŀǎ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ǉǳƻǘŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƘȅǎƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘŜŀΦ ¢ƘŜ ƘŜǊōΩǎ ǎǘƛƳǳƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǉǳŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƭƻƴƎ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǊŜ 

used to treat mental depression. One suffering soul wrote candidly in a heavy but hopeŦǳƭ ŎƻƴŦŜǎǎƛƻƴΥ άaȅ ōƻŘȅ ƛǎ 

ŎƻƴŦǳǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƳŜƭŀƴŎƘƻƭȅΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǊŜƭƛŜŘ ƻƴ ǘǊǳŜ ǘŜŀ ŦƻǊ ǊŜƭƛŜŦΦέ Lƴ ŀŎŎƻǊŘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŘƛŜǘŀǊȅ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎǎΣ ǘƘŜ .ƻƻƪ ƻŦ 

CƻƻŘ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άǘŜŀΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜΣ ƎƛǾŜǎ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘΣ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘƳŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜΦέ 

[ƛƪŜǿƛǎŜΣ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƻƴ CƻƻŘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άōƛǘǘŜǊ ǘŜŀ ŘǊǳƴƪ Ƙŀōƛǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ 

ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘΦέ ¢Ŝŀ ǿŀǎ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǎǘǊƛŎǘ ŘƛŜǘŀǊȅ ǊŜƎƛƳŜƴǎ ŀƳƻƴƎ Ƴƻƴƪǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŀƛǘȅΦ ¢ŀƻƛǎǘǎ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŘǊƛƴƪƛƴƎ 

of tea endowed ƭƻƴƎŜǾƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭ ƛƳƳƻǊǘŀƭƛǘȅΦ Lƴ CƻƻŘǎ ǘƻ !ǾƻƛŘΣ ŀ ǇƘȅǎƛŎƛŀƴ ǇǊŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘΣ άōƛǘǘŜǊ ǘŜŀ ŘǊǳƴƪ Ƙŀōƛǘǳŀƭƭȅ 

over a long time bestows immortality." Taken in an ascetic, vegetarian diet that allowed no meat nor grain nor allium, 

¢ŀƻƛǎǘǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘŜŀ άƭƛƎƘǘŜƴǎ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳǎ ǘƘŜ ōƻƴŜǎέ ōǳǘ άƛŦ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƭŜŜƪǎΣ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅ ƘŜŀǾȅΦϦ Lƴ 

the monastery, tea was notably substituted for the evening meal and drunk as an aid to study and meditiation. Taoist 

adepts employed tea as a stimulant to clear and concentrate the mind during long and intense periods of meditation, 

especially focusing on the mind and body as an alchemical vessel in the creation of the elixir of never ending life. To 

enhance their powers of concentration, they relied on tea in consistent and effective doses, utilizing the physiological 

effects of the herb to alter mood and particularly to achieve heightened states of consciousness and enlightenment. Thus, 

ōȅ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘǊŜŜ ōƻǿƭǎ ƻŦ ǘŜŀΣ [ǳ ¸Ǹ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜ ŀŜǎǘƘŜǘƛŎ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƻŦ ŀŎƘƛŜǾƛƴƎ άǎǳǇŜǊō ŦƭŀǾƻǊ ŀƴŘ ŦǊŀƎǊŀƴŎŜέ ōǳǘ 

also stressed the essentially pharmaceutical nature of the herb and its precise prescriptive use in mental health and Taoist 

meditation.  

!ǎ ŀ ¢ŀƻƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀ ŎƻƴƴƻƛǎǎŜǳǊΣ [ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎ ƪƴŜǿ ǘƘŜ ƎǳǎǘŀǘƻǊȅ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ ǘea-ŘǊƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘŜŀΩǎ ƘŜǊōŀƭ ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ 

Ϧ{ƻƴƎ ƻŦ ¢ŜŀΣϦ [ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ǎŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘǊŜŜ ōƻǿƭǎ ƻŦ ǘŜŀ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƘŜǊōŀƭ ŘŜŎƻŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ 

on his body and mind.  

The first bowl moistens my lips and throat. 
The second bowl banishes my loneliness and melancholy. 
The third bowl penetrates my withered entrails, 
finding nothing except a literary core of five thousand scrolls. 

 
The stimulating and mood-ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘŜŀ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŀǇǇŀǊŜƴǘ ǘƻ [ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ second bowl, and with 
ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘΣ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǿŀǎ ǇƭǳƳōŜŘΦ !ŦǘŜǊ ŀ ƭƛŦŜǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ŀǎŎŜǘƛŎ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎΣ [ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎΩǎ ōƻŘȅ ǊŜŀŘƛƭȅ ŀōǎƻǊōŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀŦŦŜƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ 
theine concentrate. His head lightened, his mind cleared and sharpened, his senses elevated, his thoughts cerebral and 
ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ŦƭƻƻŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ Ǿŀǎǘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΦ ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ōƻǿƭǎ ƻŦ ǘŜŀΣ [ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎ ƘŀŘ 
reached the ultimate of the tea experience in both feeling and connoisseurship. 
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¢ǌƛ Ƴƛǎƪȅ őŀƧŜ ōȅƭƻ ǇǊŀǾƛŘƭƻΣ ƪǘŜǊŞ ǵȊŎŜ ǎƻǳǾƛǎŜƭƻ ǎ ǘŀƻƛǎǘƛŎƪȇƳ ǇǌŜǎǾŠŘőŜƴƝƳΣ ȌŜ őŀƧ ƧŜ ǇƻǘǊŀǾƛƴŀ ŀ ōȅƭƛƴƴȇ ƭŞƪΦ YƴƛƘŀ 2ŀƧŜ 

ǇƻǇƛǎƻǾŀƭŀ ƳƴƻȌǎǘǾƝ ŦȅȊƛƻƭƻƎƛŎƪȇŎƘ ǵőƛƴƪǻ őŀƧŜΦ WƛȌ ŘƭƻǳƘƻ ōȅƭȅ ȊƴłƳȅ ǇƻǾȊōǳȊǳƧƝŎƝ ǵőƛƴƪȅ ǘŞǘƻ Ǌƻǎǘƭƛƴȅ ŀ ǇƻǳȌƝǾŀƭŀ ǎŜ ƪ 

ƭŞőōŠ ŘǳǑŜǾƴƝŎƘ ŘŜǇǊŜǎƝΦ WŜŘƴŀ ǘǊǇƝŎƝ ŘǳǑŜ ǎŜ ƻǘŜǾǌŜƴŠ ǾȅƧłŘǌƛƭŀ ǾŜ ǎǾŞƳ ǘŠȌƪŞƳΣ ŀƭŜ ƴŀŘŠƧƴŞƳ ǾȅȊƴłƴƝΥ αaŞ ǘŠƭƻ ƧŜ 

ȊƳŀǘŜƴŞ ŀ ƳŜƭŀƴŎƘƻƭƛŎƪŞΦ ±ȌŘȅŎƪȅ ƧǎŜƳ ǎǇƻƭŞƘŀƭ ƴŀ ǇǊŀǾȇ őŀƧΣ ƪǘŜǊȇ ǇǌƛƴłǑƝ ǵƭŜǾǳΦά YƴƛƘŀ ƻ ƧƝŘƭŜ Ǿ ǎƻǳǾƛǎƭƻǎǘƛ ǎ ŘƛŜǘƻǳ 

ǇƻȊƴŀƳŜƴłǾłΥ α2ŀƧΣ ƪǘŜǊȇ ǎŜ ǇƻǳȌƝǾł ǳȌ ŘƭƻǳƘŞ ǾŠƪȅΣ ŘƻŘłǾł őƭƻǾŠƪǳ ǎƝƭǳΣ ǎǇokojenost i ǎƳȅǎƭΦά wƻǾƴŠȌ Ǿ tƻƧŜŘƴłƴƝ ƻ 

ǇƻǘǊŀǾƛƴłŎƘ ǎŜ ǇƝǑŜΣ ȌŜ αƘƻǌƪȇ őŀƧΣ ƪǘŜǊȇ ǎŜ ƻōǾȅƪƭŜ Ǉƻ ŘŜƭǑƝ Řƻōǳ ǇƛƧŜΣ ǇǊƻǎǇƝǾł ǎƝƭŜ ƳȅǑƭŜƴŜƪΦά aƴƛǑƛ ƛ ƭŀƛƪƻǾŞ őŀƧ Ǉƛƭƛ Ǉƻdle 

ǇǌƝǎƴŠ ŘŀƴŞƘƻ ǊŜȌƛƳǳΦ ¢ŀƻƛǎǘŞ ǾŠǌƛƭƛΣ ȌŜ ŘƭƻǳƘŞ ŀ ǘǊǾŀƭŞ ǇƛǘƝ őŀƧŜ ǇƻǾȊōǳȊǳƧŜ ǾƛǘŀƭƛǘǳΣ ǇǌƝǇŀŘƴŠ ǇǌƛƴłǑƝ ƴŜǎƳǊǘŜƭƴƻǎǘΦ ± ƪƴƛȊŜ 

WƝŘƭŀΣ ƪǘŜǊȇŎƘ ƧŜ ǘǌŜōŀ ǎŜ ǾȅǾŀǊƻǾŀǘ ƭŞƪŀǌ Ǉǎŀƭ αƘƻǌƪȇ őŀƧ Ǉƻ ŘŜƭǑƝ ŘƻōŠ ǾŜŘŜ ƪ ƴŜǎƳǊǘŜƭƴƻǎǘƛΦά ¢ŀƻƛǎǘŞ ǌƝƪŀƭƛΣ ȌŜ őŀƧ ǾŜ ǎǇƻƧŜƴƝ 

ǎ ŀǎƪŜǘƛŎƪƻǳ ǾŜƎŜǘŀǊƛłƴǎƪƻǳ ǎǘǊŀǾƻǳΣ ƪǘŜǊł ƴŜǇƻǾƻƭƻǾŀƭŀ ȌłŘƴŞ Ƴŀǎƻ ŀƴƛ ƻōƛƭƝ ŀ őŜǎƴŜƪ αȊŜǎǾŠǘƭǳƧŜ ǘŠƭƻ ŀ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳǳƧŜ 

ƪƻǎǘƛάΣ ŀǾǑŀƪ αƧŜ-ƭƛ ǇƻŘłǾłƴ ǎ ǇƽǊƪŜƳΣ ǳőƛƴƝ ǘŠƭƻ ǘŠȌƪȇƳΦά 2ŀƧ v ƪƭłǑǘŜǌŜ ƴŀƘǊŀȊƻǾŀƭ ǾŜőŜǌƛ ŀ Ǉƛƭ ǎŜ Ƨŀƪƻ ǇƻŘǇǻǊƴȇ ǇǊƻǎǘǌŜŘŜƪ 

ƪŜ ǎǘǳŘƛǳ ŀ ƳŜŘƛǘŀŎƛΦ ¢ŀƻƛǎǘƛőǘƝ ŀŘŜǇǘƛ ǳȌƝǾŀƭƛ őŀƧ Ƨŀƪƻ ǎǘƛƳǳƭŀƴǘ ƪ ǇǊƻőƛǑǘŠƴƝ ŀ ƪƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀŎƛ Ƴȅǎƭƛ ōŠƘŜƳ ǎǾȇŎƘ ŘƭƻǳƘȇŎƘ 

a ƛƴǘŜƴȊƛǾƴƝŎƘ ƳŜŘƛǘŀŎƝΣ ƪǘŜǊȇ ǇǻǎƻōƝ ƴŀ ŘǳǑƛ ƛ ǘŠƭƻΣ ƧŜȌ Ƨǎƻǳ ŀƭŎƘȅƳƛǎǘƛŎƪƻǳ ƴłŘƻōƻǳ ǇǊƻ ǾȅǘǾłǌŜƴƝ ŜƭƛȄƝǊǳ ƴŜƪƻƴŜőƴŞƘƻ 

ȌƛǾƻǘŀΦ 2ŀƧ ōȅƭ ǇǊƻ ƴŠ ǇǌŜŘŜǾǑƝƳ ǎǇƻƭŜƘƭƛǾȇƳ ȊŘǊƻƧŜƳ ǇǊƻ ǳŘǊȌŜƴƝ ǎƝƭȅ Ǉǌƛ ƳŜŘƛǘŀŎƝŎƘΤ ǳȌƝǾŀƭƛ ƧŜƧ ŘƭƻǳƘƻŘƻōŠ ŀ Ǿ ǵőƛƴƴŞƳ 

ƳƴƻȌǎǘǾƝ ǇǊƻ ƧŜƘƻ ŦȅȊƛƻƭƻƎƛŎƪŞ ǵőƛƴƪȅΣ ƪǘŜǊŞ ƳŠƴƝ ǊƻȊǇƻƭƻȌŜƴƝ ŀȌ ƪ ŘƻǎŀȌŜƴƝ ǊƻȊǑƝǌŜƴŞƘƻ ǎǘŀǾǳ ǾŠŘƻƳƝ ŀ ƻǎǾƝŎŜƴƝΦ 

tǌŜŘŜǇǎłƴƝƳ ǘǌƝ ƳƛǎŜƪ őŀƧŜ [ǳ ¸ǳ ƴŜǌŜǑƛƭ ǇƻǳȊŜ ŜǎǘŜǘƛŎƪȇ ǇǊƻōƭŞƳΣ Ƨŀƪ ŘƻǎłƘƴƻǳǘ αǾȅƴƛƪŀƧƝŎƝ ŎƘǳǘŠ ƛ ǾǻƴŠάΣ ŀƭŜ ǘŀƪŞ 

ǳǇƻȊƻǊƴƛƭ ƴŀ ƭŞőƛǾƻǳ ǇƻǾŀƘǳ Ǌƻǎǘƭƛƴȅ ŀ ǎǘŀƴƻǾƛƭ ǇǊŀǾƛŘƭŀ ǇǊƻǎǇƝǾŀƧƝŎƝ ŘǳǑŜǾƴƝƳǳ ȊŘǊŀǾƝ ƛ ǘŀƻƛǎǘƛŎƪŞ ƳŜŘƛǘŀŎƛΦ  

 

¢ŀƻƛǎǘŀ ŀ őŀƧƻǾȇ ȊƴŀƭŜŎ [ǳ ¢ϥǳƎ Ȋƴŀƭ Ƨŀƪ ŎƘǳǙƻǾŞ ǇƻȌƛǘƪȅ Ȋ ǇƛǘƝ őŀƧŜΣ ǘŀƪ ƛ ƧŜƘƻ ōȅƭƛƴƴŞ ǵőƛƴƪȅΦ [ǳ ¢ǳƴƎ Ǿ αtƝǎƴƛ 2ŀƧŜά ǇƻǇƛǎƻǾŀƭ 

ŦȅȊƛŎƪŞ ǾƧŜƳȅΣ ƪǘŜǊŞ Ǿ ƧŜƘƻ ǘŠƭŜ ǇƻǎǘǳǇƴŠ ǾȅǾƻƭłǾŀƭȅ ǘǌƛ Ƴƛǎƪȅ őŀƧŜ ƧŀƪƻȌǘƻ ƭŞőƛǾŞƘƻ ƻŘǾŀǊǳΦ 

 
tǊǾƴƝ Ƴƛǎƪŀ ǎǾƭŀȌƝ Ǌǘȅ ŀ ƘǊŘƭƻΦ 
5ǊǳƘł miska ȊŀȌŜƴŜ samotu a melancholii. 
¢ǌŜǘƝ Ƴƛǎƪŀ ǇǊƻƴƛƪƴŜ Řƻ ƳȇŎƘ ǳǎŎƘƭȇŎƘ ǵǘǊƻōΣ 
ƴŜƴłŎƘŀȊŜƧƝŎ ƴƛŎΣ ƴŜȌ ƭƛǘŜǊłǊƴƝ ŘǌŜƶ ǇŠǘƛ ǘƛǎƝŎ ǎǾƛǘƪǻΦ 
 

¦Ȍ ōŠƘŜƳ [ǳ ¢ǳƴƎƻǾȅ ŘǊǳƘŞ Ƴƛǎƪȅ ǎŜ ǇǊƻƧŜǾƛƭȅ ǎǘƛƳǳƭǳƧƝŎƝ ŀ ƴłƭŀŘǳ ƻǾƭƛǾƶǳƧƝŎƝ ǵőƛƴƪȅ őŀƧŜ ŀ Ǉǌƛ ǘǌŜǘƝ ǎŜ Ƴǳ ǊƻȊōǳǑƛƭƻ ǎǊŘŎŜΦ 

[ǳ ¢ǳƴƎ ƳŠƭ ŘƭƻǳƘƻǳ asketickou praxi a ǎƴŀŘƴƻ ǾǎǘǌŜōłǾŀƭ ƪƻŦŜƛƴƻǾȇ ƛ ǘŜƛƴƻǾȇ ƪƻƴŎŜƴǘǊłǘΦ IƭŀǾǳ ƳŠƭ ƭŜƘƪƻǳΣ Ƴȅǎƭ őƛǎǘƻǳ 

ŀ ǾƴƝƳŀǾƻǳΣ ȊōȅǎǘǌŜƴŞ ǎƳȅǎƭȅΣ ƧŜƘƻ ƳȅǑƭŜƴƪȅ ǎŜ ǊƻȊōŠƘƭȅ Ǿ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀŎƛ ŀ ŎŜƭŞ ƧŜƘƻ ōȅǘƝ ōȅƭƻ ȊŀǇƭƴŠƴƻ ǾŜƭƪȇƳ ǳőŜƴƝƳΦ 

tǌŜŘŜǇǎŀƴȇƳƛ ǘǌŜƳƛ ƳƛǎƪŀƳƛ őŀƧŜ ŘƻǎłƘƭ ǇǊŀƘǳ ȊƪǳǑŜƴƻǎǘƛ Ǿ ǇƻŎƛǘŜŎƘ ƛ ǇƻȊƴłƴƝΦ 
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¸Ŝǘ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭȅΣ [ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ŘǊƛƴƪƛƴƎΣ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƳƻǊŜ ōƻǿƭǎ ƻŦ ǘŜŀΣ ŀ ǘƘƛƴƎ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ [ǳ ¸Ǹ ǎǘǊƛŎǘƭȅ ǿŀǊƴŜŘΥ 

ά!ƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǘŀǎǘƛƴƎ ǘŜŀ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ōƻǿƭǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ōƻǿƭ ƛǎ ƴŜȄǘ ƛƴ ǉǳŀƭƛty. Fourth and fifth bowls of tea 

ŀǊŜ ŜȄŎŜǎǎƛǾŜ ΦΦΦ ƻƴŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ƴƻǘ ŘǊƛƴƪ ƳƻǊŜΦϦ .ǳǘ [ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ōƻǿƭ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ŀ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ 

sensations that altered his body and spirit: 

The fourth bowl raises a light perspiration,  
ŎŀǎǘƛƴƎ ƭƛŦŜΩǎ inequities out through my pores. 
The fifth bowl purifies my flesh and bones. 
The sixth bowl makes me one with the immortal, feathered spirits. 
The seventh bowl I need not drink,  
feeling only a pure wind rushing beneath my wings. 
 
With the sixth bowlΣ [ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎ ŜȄŎŜŜŘŜŘ [ǳ ¸ǸΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘǊŜŜ ōƻǿƭǎ ƻŦ ǘŜŀ ŀƴŘ ƛƎƴƻǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ǇǊƻǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ 

ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŀƴȅ ƳƻǊŜΦ !ǎ ŀ ŎƻƴƴƻƛǎǎŜǳǊΣ [ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎ ǘƘǳǎ ƎǊŜŜŘƛƭȅ ŘƻǳōƭŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ŜƴƧƻȅƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŜǊƛŀƭ ǘŜŀΦ .ǳǘ ŀǎ ŀ ¢ŀƻƛǎǘΣ ƘŜ 

recalled the further words of Lu ̧ǸΥ άLƴ ŜŦŦƛŎŀŎȅΣ ǘŜŀ ǊƛǾŀƭǎ ΦΦΦ ǎǿŜŜǘ ŘŜǿΦϦ ¢Ŝŀ ǿŀǎ ŀƭŎƘŜƳƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǿŀǎ Ŝǉǳŀƭ ǘƻ 

ǘƘŜ ōŜƴƛƎƴ ŎŜƭŜǎǘƛŀƭ ŜǎǎŜƴŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǾŜƴƭȅ ŜƭƛȄƛǊ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΦ ²ƛǘƘ ǘŜŀΩǎ ǇƻǘŜƴǘ ƘŜǊōŀƭ ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎΣ [ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎ ǊŀŘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŜŘ Ƙis 

powers of concentration and perception, creating a transcendent state. 

!ǎ [ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎ ǿŀǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƻ ŘǊƛƴƪ ŀƴ ŜȄǘǊŀƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ǎŜǾŜƴǘƘ ōƻǿƭΣ ƘŜ ŦŜƭǘ ŀ άǇǳǊŜ ǿƛƴŘέ ōŜƴŜŀǘƘ ǿƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƻŦǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƴǘ 

him flying. Airborne, he left the last bowl behind as he soared as a feathered spirit searching instinctively for the fabled 

Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ƻŦ tΩŜƴƎƭŀƛΣ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀƻƛǎǘ ƛǎƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƳƳƻǊǘŀƭǎΣ ŀ Řƛǎǘŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƳȅǎǘƛŎŀƭ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ {Ŝŀ ȅŜǘ 

ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƘŜƴƻƳŜƴŀƭ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ ¢ƘŜƴ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊƛƴƎ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ǎƻōǊƛǉǳŜǘΣ άaŀǎǘŜǊ WŀŘŜ {ǘǊŜŀƳΣέ ƘŜ ƛƴŎƭƛƴŜd 

ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ŦƻǊ IǳŎƘƻǳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘƭȅ ǘŜŀ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜ άƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƳƳƻǊǘŀƭǎ ΦΦΦ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊŜΣ ƘƛƎƘ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ 

ǿƛƴŘ ŀƴŘ Ǌŀƛƴέ ǘƻ ƴǳǊǘǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŜǊƛŀƭ ƎŀǊŘŜƴǎ ƻŦ ¸ŀƴƎ-hsien tea. As he mused about the tea plants, he was suddenly 

struck by a great pŀƴƎ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ¢ŀƻƛǎǘ ŎƘŀǊƛǘȅΦ /ǊȅƛƴƎ ŀƭƻǳŘΣ ƘŜ ōŜƳƻŀƴŜŘ άǘƘŜ ōƛǘǘŜǊ ŦŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳȅǊƛŀŘ ǇŜŀǎŀƴǘǎ 

ǘƻƛƭƛƴƎ ōŜƴŜŀǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘǳƳōƭŜŘ ǘŜŀ ŎƭƛŦŦǎΗέ wŜŀƭƛȊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƳŀƴ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘŜŀΣ Ƙƛǎ ŦƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ŦŀƴŎȅ ŀōǊǳǇǘƭȅ ŦŀŘŜŘΣ ŘƛǎǇƭŀŎŜŘ ōȅ ŀ 

desire to know of any relieŦ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎΦ Lƴ Ƙƛǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ aŜƴƎ /ƘƛŜƴΣ [ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎ ŦƭŀǘǘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΣ 

ƻōƭƛǉǳŜƭȅ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛƴƎ aŜƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘŜƻǳǎ 5ǳƪŜ ƻŦ /Ƙƻǳ ƻŦ ŀƴǘƛǉǳƛǘȅΣ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǘƛǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴΩǎ ƳƻǊŀƭ ǎŜƴǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ Ǝŀƛƴ 

some small assurance of the peasants and their fate. 
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WŜ ǇƻȊƻǊǳƘƻŘƴŞΣ ȌŜ [ǳ ¢ǳƴƎ ǇƻƪǊŀőƻǾŀƭΣ ŀ ǾȅǇƛƭ ƴŠƪƻƭƛƪ ŘŀƭǑƝŎƘ ƳƛǎŜƪ őŀƧŜ. ¦őƛƴƛƭ tedy toΣ ǇǌŜŘ őƝƳ [ǳ ¸ǳ ŘǻǊŀȊƴŠ ǾŀǊƻǾŀƭΥ 

α±ǑŜŎƘƴȅ ƴŜƧƭŜǇǑƝ ŎƘǳǘŠ Ƨǎƻǳ Ǿ ǇǊǾƴƝ ŀ ŘǊǳƘŞ ƳƛǎŎŜΦ ¢ǌŜǘƝ ǳȌ ƴŜŎƘǳǘƴł ǘŀƪ ŘƻōǌŜΦ 2ǘǾǊǘł ŀ Ǉłǘł Ƴƛǎƪŀ őŀƧŜ ƧŜ ȊōȅǘŜőƴł ... 

ƴŜƴƝ ǘǌŜōŀ ƧƛŎƘ ǇƝǘ ǾƝŎeΦά tǌŜǎǘƻ [ǳ ¢ǳƴƎ ƻǇŠǘ ǇƻȊǾŜŘƭ Ƴƛǎƪǳ ŀ ȊŀȌƛƭ ŘŀƭǑƝ ǎƭŜŘ ǾƧŜƳǻ ǇǊƻƳŠƶƻǾŀƭ ƧŜƘƻ ǘŠƭo i ducha: 

2ǘǾǊǘł Ƴƛǎƪŀ ǾȅǾƻƭł ƭŜƘƪŞ ǇƻŎŜƴƝΣ 
ȌƛǾƻǘƴƝ ƴŜǎǇǊŀǾŜŘƭƴƻǎǘƛ ƻŘŎƘłȊƝ ƳȇƳƛ ǇƽǊȅ Ȋ ǘŠƭŀ ǾŜƴΦ 
tłǘł Ƴƛǎƪa ǇǊƻőƛǑǙǳƧŜ moje maso a kosti. 
~Ŝǎǘł Ƴƛǎƪŀ ƳŠ ǳőƛƴƝ ƧŜŘƴƝƳ Ȋ ƴŜǎƳǊǘŜƭƴȇŎƘ - ƻǇŜǌŜƴȇƳ ŘǳŎƘŜƳΦ 
{ŜŘƳƻǳ Ƴƛǎƪǳ ǇƝǘ ƴŜƳǳǎƝƳΣ 
ǳȌ ŎƝǘƝƳ jen őŜǊǎǘǾȇ ǾƝǘǊΣ Ƨŀƪ ǇǊƻǳŘƝ ǇƻŘ ƳȇƳƛ ƪǌƝŘƭȅ  
 

~Ŝǎǘƻǳ Ƴƛǎƪƻǳ [ǳ ¢ǳƴƎ ǇǌŜƪǊƻőƛƭ ǇǌŜŘǇƛǎ ƳƛǎǘǊŀ [ǳ ¸ǳƘƻ ƻ ǘǌŜŎƘ ƳƛǎƪłŎƘ őŀƧŜ ŀ ƛƎƴƻǊƻǾŀƭ ȊłƪŀȊ ƻƘƭŜŘƴŠ ŘŀƭǑƝŎƘΦ Znalec Lu 

¢ǳƴƎ ǎƛ ǘŀƪ ȊŘǾƻƧƴłǎƻōƛƭ ǇƻǘŠǑŜƴƝ Ȋ ŎƝǎŀǌǎƪŞƘƻ őŀƧŜΦ ! Ƨŀƪƻ ǘŀƻƛǎǘŀ ǎƛ ǾȊǇƻƳƴŠƭ ƴŀ ŘŀƭǑƝ [ǳ ̧ ǳƘƻ ǎƭƻǾŀΥ αV ǵőƛƴŎƝŎƘ őŀƧ 

ǎƻǳǇŜǌƝΧ ǎŜ ǎƭŀŘƪƻǳ ǊƻǎƻǳΦά 2aj byl ŀƭŎƘȅƳƛǎǘƛŎƪƻǳ ƭłǘƪƻǳ ǎǾȇƳƛ ǵőƛƴƪȅ ǎŜ ǊƻǾƴŀƭ ōƭŀƘƻŘłǊƴŞ ƴŜōŜǎƪŞ ŜǎŜƴŎi - ōƻȌǎƪŞƳǳ 

ŜƭƛȄƝǊǳ ȌƛǾƻǘŀΦ {ƛƭƴŞ ōȅƭƛƴƴŞ ǵőƛƴƪȅ őŀƧŜ ǾȇǊŀȊƴŠ ǇǊƻƳŠƴƛƭȅ [ǳ ¢ǳƴƎƻǾȅ ǎŎƘƻǇƴƻǎǘƛ ǎƻǳǎǘǌŜŘŠƴƝ ŀ ǾƴƝƳłƴƝ a navodily 

ǘǊŀƴǎŎŜƴŘŜƴǘłƭƴƝ stav. 

YŘȅȌ ǎŜ [ǳ ¢ǳƴƎ ŎƘȅǎǘŀƭ ǾȅǇƝǘ ƴŀŘǇƻőŜǘƴƻǳ ǎŜŘƳƻǳ ƳƛǎƪǳΣ ǳŎƝǘƛƭ αőŜǊǎǘǾȇ ǾƝǘǊά ǇƻŘ ǎǾȇƳƛ ƪǌƝŘƭȅΣ ƪǘŜǊȇ Ƙƻ ƴŀŘȊŘǾƛƘƭ ŀ ƳƻƘƭ 

ƭŜǘŠǘΦ ¦ƴłǑŜƴ ǾŠǘǊŜƳ ƻǇǳǎǘƛƭ ǇƻǎƭŜŘƴƝ Ƴƛǎƪǳ, vznesl se a v ǇƻŘƻōŠ pernatŞƘƻ ducha ƛƴǎǘƛƴƪǘƛǾƴŠ ȊŀƳƝǌƛƭ ƪ ōłƧƴŞ ƘƻǌŜ 

P'englai, ǘŀƻƛǎǘƛŎƪŞƳǳ ostrovu ƴŜǎƳǊǘŜƭƴȇŎƘΣ ǾȊŘłƭŜƴŞƳǳ ŀ ƳȅǎǘƛŎƪŞmu ƳƝǎǘu ƪŘŜǎƛ ǾŜ ±ȇŎƘƻŘƴƝƳ ƳƻǌƛΣ ƳƛƳƻ ŦȅȊƛŎƪȇ 

ǎǾŠǘ. Pak si ǇǌƛǇƻƳŜƴǳƭ ǾȇȊƴŀƳ ǾƭŀǎǘƴƝ ǇǌŜȊŘƝǾƪȅ αaƛǎǘǊ bŜŦǊƛǘƻǾŞƘƻ tƻǘƻƪŀά ŀ ƴŀƳƝǎǘƻ ƪ IǳŎƘƻǳ ǎŜ ǎǘƻőƛƭ ƪ ǇƻȊŜƳǎƪŞ 

őŀƧƻǾŞ ƘƻǌŜΣ ŀōȅ ǎŜ αǇǌƛǇƻƧƛƭ ƪ ŘŀƭǑƝƳ ƴŜǎƳǊǘŜƭƴȇƳ ΦΦΦ ŎƘǊłƴƝŎƝƳ őƛǎǘŞ ǾȇǑƛƴȅ ǇǌŜŘ ǾŠǘǊŜƳ ŀ ŘŜǑǘŠƳά ŀ ǇŜőƻǾŀƭƛ o Yang-

hsienskŞ ŎƝǎŀǌǎƪŞ ȊŀƘǊŀŘȅΦ Wŀƪ ǇǌŜƳƝǘŀƭ ƻ őŀƧƻǾȇŎƘ ǇƭŀƴǘłȌƝŎƘΣ ƴłƘƭŜ Řƻ ƧŜƘƻ ǎǾŠŘƻƳƝ ǳŘŜǌƛƭŀ ǾŜƭƪł bolest a taoistickȇ 

soucitΦ bŀƘƭŀǎ ȊŀǾȊŘȅŎƘŀƭŀ ȊŀƘƻǌŜƪƻǾŀƭ αƘƻǌƪȇ ƧŜ ƻǎǳŘ ǊƻƭƴƝƪǻΣ ƪǘŜǌƝ ǎŜ Řǌƻǳ ƴŀ ǊƻȊŜƪƭŀƴȇŎƘ őŀƧƻǾȇŎƘ ǵǘŜǎŜŎƘΗά ¦ǾŠŘƻƳƛƭ 

ǎƛ ƭƛŘǎƪƻǳ ŎŜƴǳ őŀƧŜΣ ƧŜho ƛƳŀƎƛƴłǊƴƝ let ōȅƭ ƴłƘƭŜ ǇǌŜǊǳǑŜƴ, nahradilo jej ǇǌłƴƝ ƴŀƧƝǘ ŀƭŜǎǇƻƶ ƴŠƧŀƪƻǳ ǵƭŜǾǳ ǇǊƻ őŀƧƻǾŞ 

ŘŠƭƴƝƪȅΦ VŜ ǎǾŞƳ ŘŠƪƻǾƴŞƳ ŘƻǇƛǎŜ Lu Tung ministrovi Meng Chienovi ƭƛŎƘƻǘƝ ŀ ƴŜǇǌƝƳƻ ƧŜƧ ǎǊƻǾƴłǾł ǎŜ ǎǇǊŀǾŜŘƭƛǾȇƳ 

ǾŞǾƻŘƻǳ /Ƙƻǳ Ȋ ŘłǾƴȇŎƘ Řƻō Ǿ ƴŀŘŠƧƛΣ ȌŜ ǾȊōǳŘƝ ƧŜƘƻ ƭƛŘǎƪȇ ǎƻǳŎƛǘΣ ŀ ǘŀƪ ȊƝǎƪł ǊƻƭƴƝƪǻƳ ŀƭŜǎǇƻƶ ƳŀƭŞ ǳƭŜƘőŜƴƝ v jejich 

osudu. 
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TEA CZAR 
 
LŦ [ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎ ǿŀǎ ŜǾŜǊ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŀƴȅ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ǇŀǘǊƻƴΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ƻƴƭȅ Ǝƻǘ ǿƻǊǎŜΦ 

Influential though he was, Meng Chien had no authority in determining state policy on tea. That power came to lay in the 

ƘŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ ²ŀƴƎ ¸ŀΣ ŀ ŎƘƛŜŦ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŜǊƛŀƭ ŎƻǳǊǘ ƛƴ /ƘΩŀƴƎΩŀƴΦ Lƴ уор !Φ5ΦΣ ²ŀƴƎ ¸ŀ ǿŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƛƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢Ŝŀ 

aƻƴƻǇƻƭȅ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ όŎƘǸŜƘ-ch'a shih), a revenue office that oversaw the collection of taxes on tea. Wang was de facto 

ǘŜŀ ŎȊŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ŀ ŘŜŎƛǎƛǾŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŀȄŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘŜŀ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ ¢ΩŀƴƎΦ ²ƘŜƴ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻŦ ǘŜŀ ŀŎŎǊǳŜŘ ǘƻ ²ŀƴƎ ¸ŀΣ [ǳ 

¢ΩǳƴƎ ƎǊŀǾƛǘŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛŜŦ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ōȅ aŜƴƎ /ƘƛŜƴ ŀƴŘ Iŀƴ ¸ǸΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭǎ ŀƭƭ ƪƴŜǿ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ 

ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎΦ Iŀƴ ¸Ǹ ŀƴŘ ²ŀƴƎ ¸ŀ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ 

special bond as classmates in the imperial examinations. Other than the emperor, there was no one with finer tea than 

²ŀƴƎ ¸ŀΦ hǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ ǎŀƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǘŜŀΣ [ǳ ¸ǸΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻ ƳƻǊŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ ŎƻƴƴƻƛǎǎŜǳǊ ǘƘŀƴ [ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

ŎŀǎŜΣ ²ŀƴƎ ¸ŀ ŀƴŘ [ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭŜŘ Ƴǳǘǳŀƭ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎΦ [ǳ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊΩǎ Ƴŀƴǎƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ 

ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ ƎŀǘŜ ƻŦ /ƘΩŀƴƎΩŀƴΣ ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ²ŀƴƎΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƎǳŜǎǘΣ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ǇƻŜǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ 

ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŀǊŜǎǘ ǘŜŀ ŀǎ ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ŘǊƛƴƪΦ !ǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ϧ{ƻƴƎ ƻŦ ¢ŜŀΣϦ [ǳΩǎ ŎŀǇŀŎity for tea was more than 

considerable, and in terms of the common practice of tea, his tolerance and use of its physiological effects was 

ŜȄǘǊŀƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅΦ [ǳ ¢ΩǳƴƎ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǎǘƛǊ ƭƻƴƎ ƴƻǊ ŦŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ²ŀƴƎ ƳŀƴǎƛƻƴΦ 

When Wang Ya took control of the CommissionΣ ǘƘŜ ¢ΩŀƴƎ ǘŜŀ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ǿŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊƛǾƛƴƎΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƛƎƘǘƘ 

century, when Yang-ƘǎƛŜƴ ǘŜŀ ǿŀǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊƻƴŜΣ [ǳ ¸Ǹ ƴƻǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŀǳƎǳǊŀƭ ǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǎŜƴǘ ǘŜƴ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘ 

ounces of caked tea. Production was labor intensive, the leaves handpicked during the early morning hours of a few 

absolutely clear, cloudless days. Each tea cake weighed less than an ounce but hundreds of thousands of leaf buds were 

required to make every cake. The tea was much admired by the emperor, who ordered regular tribute from Mount Ku-

chu in 770 A.D. An imperial estate was then established in Huchou to produce Yang-hsien for the throne. Not only was 

the tea of excellent quality but high in production as well. By 781 A.D., the annual tea tribute was over one thousand 

pounds; the amount grew exponentially as each year passed. In the ninth century A.D., thirty thousand peasants harvested 

the annual Yang-hsien crop; the leaves were processed by a thousand more. Multiplied by the other imperial estates plus 

private and corporate tea production, the work force devoted to tea throughout the empire was as great as any other 

product and mitigated only by the harvest seasons. In 817 A.D., nearly one million pounds of tea were stored in the 

ŜƳǇŜǊƻǊΩǎ ǘǿƻ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊƛŜǎ alone. The open market for tea was even more vast and supplied a great demand within 

the country and abroad. In terms of consumption, market and production, tea was so ubiquitous that it was treated as a 

veritable commodity. Tea became a common thing -- a necessity of life -- and as a necessity, it was, of course, taxed.  

  



Lb{¢L¢¦¢ w9b9{!b/9 Y¦[¢¦wbNIh 5=5L/¢±N ς STEVEN D. OWYOUNG: LU TONG & αtN{9d 2!W9ά 
 

 

 
45 

2!Wh±º /!w 
 
bŜƴƝ ȊƴłƳƻΣ ȊŘŀ [ǳ ¢ǳƴƎ ƻōŘǊȌŜƭ ƴŠƧŀƪƻǳ ǇƻǘŠǑƛǘŜƭƴƻǳ ȊǇǊłǾǳ ƻŘ ǎǾŞƘƻ ǇŀǘǊƻƴŀΦ !ƭŜ ǎǇƻǳǎǘŀ őŀƧƻǾȇŎƘ ŘŠƭƴƝƪǻ ǎƛ ƧŜƴ 

ǇƻƘƻǊǑƛƭŀΦ tǌŜǎǘƻȌŜ aŜƴƎ /ƘƛŜƴ ƳŠƭ ǾŜƭƪȇ ǾƭƛǾΣ ƴŜƳƻƘƭ ƴƛƧŀƪ ƻǾƭƛǾƶƻǾŀǘ ǎƳŠǌƻǾłƴƝ ǎǘłǘƴƝ őŀƧƻǾŞ ǇƻƭƛǘƛƪȅΦ ¢ŀǘƻ pravomoc 

ƴłƭŜȌŜƭŀ ²ŀƴƎ ¸ŀƻǾƛΣ ƘƭŀǾƴƝƳǳ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊƻǾƛ ŎƝǎŀǌǎƪŞƘƻ ŘǾƻǊŀ Ǿ /ƘϥŀƴƎϥŀƴΦ ± ǊƻŎŜ уор ǎŜ ²ŀƴƎ ¸ŀƻǾƛ ǇƻŘŀǌƛƭƻ ƻǾƭłŘƴƻǳǘ 

YƻƳƛǎƛ őŀƧƻǾŞƘƻ ƳƻƴƻǇƻƭǳ όŎƘǸŜƘ-ŎƘϥŀ ǎƘƛƘύΣ ŦƛƴŀƴőƴƝƘƻ ǵǌŀŘǳΣ ƪǘŜǊȇ ŘƻƘƭƝȌŜƭ ƴŀ ǾȇōŠǊ ŘŀƴƝ Ȋ őŀƧŜΦ ²ŀƴƎ ōȅƭ ŘŜ facto 

őŀƧƻǾȇƳ ŎŀǊŜƳ ŀ Ǿ ŘƻōŠ ǇƻȊŘƴƝŎƘ ¢ϥŀƴƎǻ ƘǊłƭ ǊƻȊƘƻŘǳƧƝŎƝ Ǌƻƭƛ Ǉǌƛ ŘŀƴŠƴƝ őŀƧŜΦ YŘȅȌ ²ŀƴƎ ¸ŀǻǾ ǾƭƛǾ ŀ ƪƻƴǘǊƻƭŀ őŀƧŜ ǾȊǊƻǎǘƭȅΣ 

Lu ¢ǳƴƎ ǎŜ ƪ ƴŠƳǳ ǇǌƛƪƭƻƴƛƭΦ {ŜȊƴłƳƛƭƛ Ƙƻ ǎ ƴƝƳ aŜƴƎ /ƘƛŜƴ ŀ Iŀƴ ¸ǳΦ ±ǑƛŎƘƴƛ ǵǌŜŘƴƝŎƛ ǎŜ ƳŜȊƛ ǎŜōƻǳ ȊƴŀƭƛΣ ƴŜōƻǙ ƳŠƭƛ 

ōƭƝȊƪȇ ǾȊǘŀƘ ƪ ǘǊǻƴǳ ƛ ǎǇƻƭŜőƴŞ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎƪŞ ȊłƧƳȅΦ Iŀƴ ¸ǳŀ ŀ ²ŀƴƎ ¸ŀŀ ǇƻƧƛƭƻ ƴŀǾƝŎ ƛ ȊǾƭłǑǘƴƝ ƭŜǘƛǘŞ ǇƻǳǘƻΣ ƴŜōƻǙ ōȅƭƛ ǎǇƻƭǳȌłƪȅ 

ǳ ŎƝǎŀǌǎƪȇŎƘ ȊƪƻǳǑŜƪΦ YǊƻƳŠ ŎƝǎŀǌŜ ƴŜōȅƭƻ ƴƛƪƻƘƻΣ ƪŘȅ ōȅ ƳŠƭ ƧŜƳƴŠƧǑƝ őŀƧ ƴŜȌ ²ŀƴƎ ¸ŀΦ ! ǾȅƧƳŀ őŀƧƻǾŞƘƻ ǎǾŠǘŎŜ [ǳ ¸ǳƘƻ 

ƴŜōȅƭ ƴƛƪŘƻ ǎƭŀǾƴŠƧǑƝ ƴŜȌ ȊƴŀƭŜŎ [ǳ ¢ǳƴƎΦ ¢ƻ ƧŜ ŘǻǾƻŘΣ ǇǊƻő ǎŘƝƭŜƭƛ ²ŀƴƎ ¸ŀ ŀ Lu ¢ǳƴƎ ǎǇƻƭŜőƴŞ ȊłƧƳȅΦ [ǳ ¢ǳƴƎ őŀǎǘƻ 

ƴŀǾǑǘŠǾƻǾŀƭ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊƻǾƻ ǎƝŘƭƻ ƴŀŎƘłȊŜƧƝŎƝ ǎŜ Ǿ ȊŀƘǊŀŘƴƝ őǘǾǊǘƛ Ǿ ōƭƝȊƪƻǎǘƛ ƧƛȌƴƝ /ƘϥŀƴƎϥŀƴǎƪŞ ōǊłƴȅ ŀ ǘǊłǾƛƭ ǘŀƳ ǎǾǻƧ Ǿƻƭƴȇ őŀs 

Ƨŀƪƻ ²ŀƴƎǻǾ ŘƻƳłŎƝ ƘƻǎǘΣ Ǉǎŀƭ ǇƻŜȊƛƛ ŀ ǳȌƝǾŀƭ ǎƛ ƴŜƧǾȊłŎƴŠƧǑƝ őŀƧŜΣ ƪǘŜǊŞ ƳƻƘƭ ǇƝǘΦ Wŀƪ ȊƳƛƶǳƧŜ αtƝǎŜƶ 2ŀƧŜάΣ [ǳ ¢ǳƴƎƻǾŀ 

ǎǇƻǘǌŜōŀ őŀƧŜ ōȅƭŀ ƴŜǳǾŠǌƛǘŜƭƴł ŀ ōǊłƴƻ ƳŠǌƝǘƪȅ ōŠȌƴŞƘƻ ǳȌƝǾłƴƝ őŀƧŜΣ ƧŜƘƻ ƻŘƻƭƴƻǎǘ ŀ ǇǊŀƪǘƛƪƻǾłƴƝ ŦȅȊƛƻƭƻƎƛŎƪȇŎƘ ǵőƛƴƪǻ 

ōȅƭƻ ȊƴŀőƴŠ ƴŜƻōǾȅƪƭŞΦ [ǳ ¢ǳƴƎ ǎŜ nevzdaloval na dlouho ani daleko ƻŘ ²ŀƴƎƻǾŀ ǎƝŘƭŀ. 

 YŘȅȌ ²ŀƴƎ ¸ŀ ƻǾƭłŘƭ YƻƳƛǎƛΣ ¢ϥŀƴƎǎƪȇ őŀƧƻǾȇ ǘǊƘ ōȅƭ ƧƛȌ ŘƻōǌŜ ȊŀǾŜŘŜƴȇ ŀ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊƻǾŀƭΦ YŘȅȌ ōȅƭ Ǿ ƻǎƳŞƳ ǎǘƻƭŜǘƝ 

Yang-ƘǎƛŜƴǎƪȇ őŀƧ ǇƻǇǊǾŞ ǇǌŜŘǎǘŀǾŜƴ ǘǊǻƴǳΣ [ǳ ¸ǳ ȊŀȊƴŀƳŜƴŀƭΣ ȌŜ ƛƴŀǳƎǳǊŀőƴƝ ǘǊƛōǳǘ ƻōǎŀƘƻǾŀƭ ŘŜǎŜǘ ǘƛǎƝŎ ǳƴŎƝ ǇŜőŜƴŞƘƻ 

őŀƧŜΦ WŜƘƻ ǾȇǊƻōŀ ōȅƭŀ ǇǊŀŎƴłΣ ƴŜōƻǙ ƭƛǎǘȅ ǎŜ ǊǳőƴŠ ǘǊƘŀƭȅ Ǿ őŀǎƴȇŎƘ ǊŀƴƴƝŎƘ ƘƻŘƛƴłŎƘ ōŠƘŜƳ ƴŠƪƻƭƛƪŀ ƴŀǇǊƻǎǘƻ ƧŀǎƴȇŎƘ 

ōŜȊƳǊŀőƴȇŎƘ ŘƴƝΦ Jeden őŀƧƻǾȇ ƪƻƭłő ǾłȌƛƭ ƳŞƴŠ ƴŜȌ ǳƴŎƛ ŀ ǇǌŜǎǘƻ ƪŀȌŘȇ ƻōǎŀƘƻǾŀƭ ǎǘŀǘƛǎƝŎŜ ǇǳǇŜƴǻΦ /Ɲǎŀǌ ǎƛ ǘŜƴǘƻ őŀƧ 

ǾŜƭƳƛ ƻōƭƝōƛƭ ŀ ǘŀƪ Ǿ ǊƻŎŜ ттл ƴŀǌƝŘƛƭ ǇǊŀǾƛŘŜƭƴȇ ǘǊƛōut z hory Ku-chu. V Huchou byl ȊŀƭƻȌŜƴ ŎƝǎŀǌǎƪȇ ǎǘŀǘŜƪΣ ŀōȅ ǇǊƻŘǳƪƻǾŀƭ 

Yang-ƘǎƛŜƴǎƪȇ őŀƧ ǇǊƻ ǘǊǻƴΦ 2ŀƧ ōȅƭ ƴŜƧŜƴ ǾȅƴƛƪŀƧƝŎƝ ƪǾŀƭƛǘȅΣ ŀƭŜ ƛ ǎƪǾŠƭŜ ȊǇǊŀŎƻǾłƴΦ hŘ Ǌƻƪǳ тум ǇǌŜǎŀƘƻǾŀƭ ǊƻőƴƝ ǘǊƛōǳǘ ǘƛǎƝŎ 

ƭƛōŜǊ őŀƧŜΤ ƻōƧŜƳ Ǌƻǎǘƭ ƪŀȌŘȇƳ ǊƻƪŜƳ ŜȄǇƻƴŜƴŎƛłƭƴŠΦ ± ŘŜǾłǘŞƳ ǎǘƻƭŜǘƝ ǎƪƭƝȊŜƭƻ ǵǊƻŘǳ Ǿ ¸ŀƴƎ-ƘǎƛŜƴǳ ǘǌƛŎŜǘ ǘƛǎƝŎ ǊƻƭƴƝƪǻ ŀ 

ŘŀƭǑƝ ǘƛǎƝŎŜ ȊǇǊŀŎƻǾłǾŀƭȅ ƭƝǎǘƪȅΦ {ǇƻƭŜőƴŠ ǎ ŘŀƭǑƝƳƛΣ ƪǘŜǌƝ ǎŜ ǾŠƴƻǾŀƭƛ ǇǊƻŘǳƪŎƛ őŀƧŜ ƴŀ ƻǎǘŀǘƴƝŎƘ ŎƝǎŀǌǎƪȇŎƘ ǎǘŀǘŎƝŎƘΣ 

ǎƻǳƪǊƻƳŠ ŀ Ǿ ǊłƳŎƛ ƻōŎƘƻŘƴƝŎƘ ǎǇƻƭŜőƴƻǎǘƝΣ ǘǾƻǌƛƭƛ ǎǘŜƧƴŠ ǇƻőŜǘƴƻǳ ǎƪǳǇƛƴǳΣ ƪǘŜǊł ǎŜ ǾŠƴƻǾŀƭŀ ƭƛōƻǾƻƭƴŞƳǳ ƧƛƴŞƳǳ 

ǇǊƻŘǳƪǘǳΣ ŀ ƧŜƧƛŎƘ ǇƻőŜǘ se ǎƴƛȌƻǾŀƭ ǇƻǳȊŜ ōŠƘŜƳ ȌƴƝΦ ± ǊƻŎŜ умт ōȅƭƻ ǎƪƻǊƻ Ƴƛƭƛƻƴ ƭƛōŜǊ őŀƧŜ ǳƭƻȌŜƴƻ ǾŜ ŘǾƻǳ 

ǎŀƳƻǎǘŀǘƴȇŎƘ ǎƻǳƪǊƻƳȇŎƘ ŎƝǎŀǌƻǾȇŎƘ ǇƻƪƭŀŘƴłŎƘΦ hǘŜǾǌŜƴȇ őŀƧƻǾȇ ǘǊƘ ǎǘłƭŜ Ǌƻstl a ǳǎǇƻƪƻƧƻǾŀƭ ǇƻǇǘłǾƪǳ Ƨŀƪ ǾŜ ǾƭŀǎǘƴƝ 

ȊŜƳƛΣ ǘŀƪ ƛ Ǿ ȊŀƘǊŀƴƛőƝΦ {ǇƻǘǌŜōŀ őŀƧŜΣ ƧŜƘƻ ǇǊƻŘǳƪŎŜ ƛ ƻōŎƘƻŘ ōȅƭȅ ǾǑǳŘȅǇǌƝǘƻƳƴŞ ŀ őŀƧ ōȅƭ ǇƻǾŀȌƻǾłƴ Ȋŀ ǇƭƴƻƘƻŘƴƻǘƴƻǳ 

ƪƻƳƻŘƛǘǳΦ 2ŀƧ se stal ǎŀƳƻȊǌŜƧƳƻǎǘƝ ς ȌƛǾƻǘƴƝ ƴŜȊōȅǘƴƻǎǘƝ ς a Ƨŀƪƻ ƪŀȌŘł ǇƻǘǌŜōƴł ǾŠŎ ōȅƭ ǇƻŎƘƻǇƛǘŜƭƴŠ ȊŘŀƴŠƴΦ 
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The first duty on tea was state imposed in 782 A.D. at ten percent of the average market price, the same rate as lacquer, 

bamboo, and timber. In addition to the imperial tea gardens, fine teas were produced without regulation by private and 

cooperative operations comprised of independent farmers, monasteries, and landowners. Such teas were routinely 

recommended by local officials for the annual tribute to the throne. In 793 A.D., the tea tax took the form of a ten percent 

trade duty paid in cash by tea merchants. Annual revenues from tea were minor, amounting to one twelfth of the cash 

brought in by the state salt monopoly. However, the tea revenues were considerable enough to incite bureaucratic 

wrangling and misuse of funds, becoming an object of political and finanacial import and institutional graft. Moreover, 

the market continued to expand along with high profits, and tea thus became an attractive target for bandits, dishonest 

merchants, and corrupt provincial officials. Yet, despite its problems, the tea market and the system to tax it worked 

relatively well for over fifty years up until the disastrous policies of Wang Ya. 

 

 
 
 

¢ƘŜ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ Ŧŀƭƭ ƻŦ ²ŀƴƎ ¸ŀ ōŜƎŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ǇŀǊŀŘƻȄƛŎŀƭ ǊƛǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜƳǇƛǊŜΩǎ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ƘƻƴƻǊΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ fifth month of 835 A.D. 

when the emperor appointed him Area Commander Unequaled in Honor (Chinese: k'ai-fu i-t'ung san-ssu), 

a high honorific title equal in prestige to the Three Dukes of antiquity, the paramount aides to the ruler and the highest 

possible rank in officialdom. The title permitted Wang Ya to staff a private office in the outer palace, a privilege that greatly 

extended his already formidable power and one that gave him a distinct advantage over his political enemies among the 

court officials and palace eunuchs. With the blatant favoritism of the throne for Wang confirmed, the enmity of his 

opponents grew and hardened. But much to their chagrin, Wang Ya became even more powerful. 
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tǊǾƴƝ ǎǘłǘƴƝ Řŀƶ Ȋ őŀƧŜ ōȅƭŀ ǎǘŀƴƻǾŜƴŀ Ǿ ǊƻŎŜ тун ǾŜ ǾȇǑƛ ŘŜǎŜǘƛ ǇǊƻŎŜƴǘ Ȋ ƧŜƘƻ ǇǊǻƳŠǊƴŞ ǘǊȌƴƝ ŎŜƴȅΣ ōȅƭ ƻƘƻŘƴƻŎŜƴ ǎǘŜƧƴŠ 

Ƨŀƪƻ ƭŀƪΣ ōŀƳōǳǎ ŀ ŘǌŜǾƻΦ ±ŜŘƭŜ ǘƻƘƻ ōȅƭ ŀƭŜ ƧŜƳƴȇ őŀƧ ŎƝǎŀǌǎƪȇŎƘ őŀƧƻǾȇŎƘ ȊŀƘǊŀŘ ǇǊƻŘǳƪƻǾłƴ ǎƻǳƪǊƻƳŠ ōŜȊ ǊŜƎǳƭŀŎƝ ŀ 

ǎǇƻƭǳǇǊłŎŜ ȊŀƘǊƴƻǾŀƭŀ ƴŜȊłǾƛǎƭŞ ŦŀǊƳłǌŜΣ ƪƭłǑǘŜǊȅ ŀ ǾƭŀǎǘƴƝƪȅ ǇǻŘȅΦ ¢ȅǘƻ őŀƧŜ ōȅƭȅ ōŠȌƴŠ ŘƻǇƻǊǳőƻǾłƴȅ ƳƝǎǘƴƝƳƛ ǵǌŜŘƴƝƪȅ 

Ƨŀƪƻ ƪŀȌŘƻǊƻőƴƝ ǘǊƛōǳǘ ǘǊǻƴǳΦ ± ǊƻŎŜ тфо őŀƧƻǾƝ ƻōŎƘƻŘƴƝŎƛ Ǉƭŀǘƛƭƛ Ǿ ƘƻǘƻǾƻǎǘƛ ŘŜǎŜǘƛ ǇǊƻŎŜƴǘƴƝ Řŀƶ Ȋ ǾȇǑŜ őŀƧƻǾŞƘƻ ƻōŎƘƻŘǳΦ 

wƻőƴƝ ǇǌƝƧƳȅ Ȋ őŀƧŜ ōȅƭȅ ƳŜƴǑƝΣ ǇƻǳȊŜ ǾŜ ǾȇǑƛ ƧŜŘƴŞ ŘǾŀƴłŎǘƛƴȅ őłǎǘƪȅΣ ƪǘŜǊƻǳ ǳǘǊȌƛƭ ǎǘłǘƴƝ ǎƻƭƴȇ ƳƻƴƻǇƻƭΦ bƛŎƳŞƴŠΣ Ǿȇƴƻǎȅ 

Ȋ őŀƧŜ ōȅƭȅ ǇƻǌłŘ Řƻǎǘƛ ǾŜƭƪŞ ƴŀ ǘƻΣ ŀōȅ ǇƻŘƴƝǘƛƭȅ ōȅǊƻƪǊŀǘƛŎƪŞ ƘŀǑǘŜǌŜƴƝΣ ȊǇǊƻƴŜǾŠǊǳ ŦƛƴŀƴőƴƝŎƘ ǇǊƻǎǘǌŜŘƪǻ ŀ ǎǘŀƭȅ ǎŜ 

ǇǌŜŘƳŠǘŜƳ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎƪŞƘƻ ŀ ŦƛƴŀƴőƴƝƘƻ ƻǾƭƛǾƶƻǾłƴƝ ŀ ǊƻȊƪƻƭǳ ƳŜȊƛ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳŎŜƳƛΦ bŀǾƝŎΣ Ƨŀƪ ǎŜ őŀƧƻǾȇ ǘǊƘ ǎǘłƭŜ ǊƻȊǑƛǌƻǾŀƭΣ 

ȊǾȅǑƻǾŀƭȅ ǎŜ ȊƛǎƪȅΣ ŀ őŀƧ ǎŜ ǎǘłǾŀƭ ŀǘǊŀƪǘƛǾƴƝƳ ǘŜǊőŜƳ ǇǊƻ ōŀƴŘƛǘȅΣ ƴŜǇƻŎǘƛǾŞ ƻōŎƘƻŘƴƝƪȅ ŀ ȊƪƻǊǳƳǇƻǾŀƴŞ ǇǊƻǾƛƴőƴƝ 

ǵǌŜŘƴƝƪȅΦ bŀǾȊŘƻǊȅ ǇǊƻōƭŞƳǻƳ ǎǇƻƧŜƴȇƳ ǎ őŀƧƻǾȇƳ ǘǊƘŜƳΣ ŘŀƶƻǾȇ ǎȅǎǘŞƳ ǇǊŀŎƻǾŀƭ ǇƻƳŠǊƴŠ ŘƻōǌŜ ǾƝŎŜ ƴŜȌ ǇŀŘŜǎłǘ ƭŜǘΣ 

dokud nŜŘƻǑƭƻ ƴŀ ƪŀǘŀǎǘǊƻŦłƭƴƝ Ǉƻƭƛǘƛƪǳ Wang Yaa. 

 
 
tƻƭƛǘƛŎƪȇ ǇłŘ ²ŀƴƎ ¸ŀŀ ǎŜ ǇŀǊŀŘƻȄƴŠ ȊŀǇƻőŀƭ ǳŘŠƭŜƴƝƳ ƴŜƧǾȅǑǑƝ ŎƝǎŀǌǎƪŞ ǇƻŎǘȅΦ ± ǇłǘŞƳ ƳŠǎƝŎƛ Ǌƻƪǳ уор ƧŜƧ ŎƝǎŀǌ ǇƻŎǘƛƭ 

ǾȅǎƻƪȇƳ őŜǎǘƴȇƳ ǘƛǘǳƭŜƳ ±ŜƭƛǘŜƭ tǊƻǎǘƻǊǳ bŜǇǌŜƪƻƴŀǘŜƭƴȇ ǾŜ /ǘƛ κőƝƴǎƪȅΥ  k'ai-fu i-Tung san-ǎǎǳ ǇƻȊƴΦ ǇǌΦκΣ 

ƪǘŜǊȇ ǎŜ ǎǾƻƧƝ ǇǊŜǎǘƛȌƝ ǊƻǾƴŀƭ ǘǌŜƳ ƭŜƎŜƴŘłǊƴƝƳ ǾŞǾƻŘǻƳ Ȋ Řƻō ǎǘŀǊƻǾŠƪǳΣ ōȅƭ ǳŘƝƭŜƴ ǾǊŎƘƴƝƳ ǊłŘŎǻƳ ǇŀƴƻǾƴƝƪŀ ŀ ōȅƭ 

ƴŜƧǾȅǑǑƝ ǵǌŜŘƴƝ ƘƻŘƴƻǎǘƝΦ ¢ƛǘǳƭ ǳƳƻȌƶƻǾŀƭ ²ŀƴƎ ¸ŀƻǾȇƳ ȊŀƳŠǎǘƴŀƴŎǻƳΣ ŀōȅ ƳŠƭƛ ǎƻǳƪǊƻƳƻǳ ƪŀƴŎŜƭłǌ ǾŜ ǾƴŠƧǑƝƳ ǇŀƭłŎƛΣ 

ŎƻȌ ōȅƭƻ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎƛǳƳΣ ƪǘŜǊŞ ǾȇȊƴŀƳƴŠ ǊƻȊǑƝǌƛƭƻ ƧŜƘƻ ǳȌ ǘŀƪ ƛƳǇƻȊŀƴǘƴƝ ƳƻŎ ŀ Řŀƭƻ Ƴǳ ǾȇǊŀȊƴƻǳ ǾȇƘƻŘǳ ƴŀŘ ƧŜƘƻ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎƪȇƳƛ 

ƴŜǇǌłǘŜƭƛ Ȋ ǌŀŘ ŘǾƻǌŀƴǻ ŀ ǇŀƭłŎƻǾȇŎƘ ŜǳƴǳŎƘǻΦ 5ƻ ƻőƝ ōƛƧƝŎƝ ǇǊƻǘŜƪŎŜ ǘǊǻƴǳ ǇǊƻƘƭǳōƻǾŀƭŀ ƴŜǇǌłǘŜƭǎǘǾƝ ²ŀƴƎ ¸ŀƻǾȇŎƘ 

ǇǊƻǘƛǾƴƝƪǻΦ WŜƴȌŜ ƪ ƧŜƧƛŎƘ ȊƭƻǎǘƛΣ ²ŀƴƎ ¸ŀ ōȅƭ ǎǘłƭŜ ǎƛƭƴŠƧǑƝΦ 
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In the tenth month, the emperor ordered the establishment of a new regulatory commission, the Tea Monopoly, and 

Wang Ya was created a commissioner by imperial appointment. The move was in response to internal stresses on tea 

ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀŘ ƎǊƻǿƴ ƻǾŜǊ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ȅŜŀǊǎΦ Lƴ унф !Φ5ΦΣ /ƘΩŜƴƎǘǳΣ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭ ƻŦ 

Szechwan, was sacked and large areas of the tea growing region laid waste. Seasonal disruptions in tea harvests in other 

parts of the south finally forced the state takeover of tea production. The emperor was advised to create the Tea 

Monopoly by Wang Ya who stood to gain enormous wealth and power as its chief commissioner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As planned, Wang Ya acted swiftly and ruthlessly, enacting draconian measures to utterly change the tea market. He 

ordered all production transferred and confined to state plantations; private manufacture was illegal and prohibited. Even 

harsher rules were imposed. All tea plants were ordered transplanted to government estates, and furthermore, private 

stocks of processed tea were ordered destroyed. The reaction was immediate and predictable. The tea market fluctuated 

wildly on rumors of the impending monopoly, petty officials made small fortunes trading in secret information, merchant 

and connoisseurs hoarded stocks and hid inventories, shortages occurred and prices rose, the market collapsed and a 

lucrative black market thrived, and displaced tea farmers and merchants joined criminal gangs to deal in the business they 

knew best. Peasant and merchant opposition to the policies was so overwhelmingly violent that the throne and court 

ǿŜǊŜ ŀŘǾƛǎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻ ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǊŘŜǊǎ ƻƴ ǘŜŀ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ άŜȄǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƻǊ ŦƻǊŎŜ ǘhem 

into resistance in the hills." Wang Ya hesitated but did not rescind his orders. Unknown to him, certain events were already 

ƛƴ Ǉƭŀȅ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ¢Ŝŀ aƻƴƻǇƻƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ²ŀƴƎ ¸ŀΩǎ ǎǳŘŘŜƴ Ŧŀƭƭ ŦǊƻƳ ƎǊŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǊƪ Ƙƛǎ ǘŜǊǊƛōƭŜ ŜƴŘΦ   
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± ŘŜǎłǘŞƳ ƳŠǎƝŎƛ ƴŀǌƝŘƛƭ ŎƝǎŀǌ ȊǌƝȊŜƴƝ ƴƻǾŞ ǊŜƎǳƭŀőƴƝ ƪƻƳƛǎŜΣ 2ŀƧƻǾŞƘƻ aƻƴƻǇƻƭǳΣ ŀ ŎƝǎŀǌǎƪȇƳ ǾȇƴƻǎŜƳ ƧƳŜƴƻǾŀƭ ²ŀƴƎ 

¸ŀŀ ƪƻƳƛǎŀǌŜƳΦ ¢ƝƳǘƻ ƪǊƻƪŜƳ ǊŜŀƎƻǾŀƭ ƴŀ ǾƴƛǘǌƴƝ ǇƴǳǘƝ Ǿ ǇǊƻŘǳƪŎƛ őŀƧŜ ƛ ƴŀ ƴŠƪƻƭƛƪ ƭŜǘ ǊƻǎǘƻǳŎƝ ƴŜƧƛǎǘƻǘǳ őŀƧƻǾŞƘƻ ǘǊƘǳΦ 

± /ƘϥŜƴƎǘǳΣ ƘƭŀǾƴƝ ƳŠǎǘƻ {ŜőǳŀƴǳΣ bȅƭƻ Ǌƻƪǳ унф ǾȅŘǊŀƴŎƻǾłƴƻ ŀ ōȅƭƻ ȊǇǳǎǘƻǑŜƴƻ ǊƻȊǎłƘƭŞ ǵȊŜƳƝ ǳȌƝǾŀƴŞ ƪ ǇŠǎǘƻǾłƴƝ 

őŀƧƻǾƴƝƪǳΦ Y ǊƻȊƘƻŘƴǳǘƝΣ ȌŜ ǎǘłǘ ǇǌŜǾŜȊƳŜ ŘƻƘƭŜŘ ƴŀŘ ǾȇǊƻōƻǳ őŀƧŜΣ ŘƻǑƭƻ ǇƻǘŞΣ Ŏƻ Ǿ ŘŀƭǑƝŎƘ őłǎǘŜŎƘ ƧƛƘǳ ŘƻǑƭƻ ƪ ǾȇǇŀŘƪǳ 

ǎŜȊƽƴƴƝ ǎƪƭƛȊƴŠ őŀƧŜΦ ±ȅǘǾƻǌŜƴƝ ƳƻƴƻǇƻƭǳ ŘƻǇƻǊǳőƛƭ ŎƝǎŀǌƛ ²ŀƴƎ ¸ŀΣ ƪǘŜǊȇ ǘŀƪ ǎ ŦǳƴƪŎƝ ǾǊŎƘƴƝƘƻ ƪƻƳƛǎŀǌŜΣ ȊƝǎƪŀƭ ƻōǊƻǾǎƪŞ 

ōƻƘŀǘǎǘǾƝ ŀ ƳƻŎΦ 

Wŀƪ ǎŜ Řŀƭƻ ƻőŜƪłǾŀǘΣ ²ŀƴƎ ¸ŀ Ȋŀőŀƭ ǊȅŎƘƭŜ ŀ ƴŜƳƛƭƻǎǊŘƴŠ ƧŜŘƴŀǘ ŀ ǇǌƛƧŀƭ ŘǊŀǎǘƛŎƪł ƻǇŀǘǌŜƴƝΣ ƪǘŜǊł ȊŎŜƭŀ ȊƳŠƴƛƭŀ őŀƧƻǾȇ ǘǊƘΦ 

bŀǌƝŘƛƭΣ ŀōȅ ōȅƭŀ ǾŜǑƪŜǊł ǾȇǊƻōŀ ǇǌŜƳŠƴŠƴŀ ŀ ƻƳŜȊŜƴŀ ǾȇƘǊŀŘƴŠ ƴŀ ǎǘłǘƴƝ ǇƭŀƴǘłȌŜΣ ǎƻǳƪǊƻƳŞ ƳŀƴǳŦŀƪǘǳǊȅ ōȅƭȅ ȊŀƪłȊłƴȅ 

a ǇƻǎǘŀǾŜƴȅ ƳƛƳƻ ȊłƪƻƴΦ .ȅƭŀ ƴŀǎǘƻƭŜƴŀ ƧŜǑǘŠ ǘǾǊŘǑƝ ǇǊŀǾƛŘƭŀΦ ±ǑŜŎƘƴȅ őŀƧƻǾŞ ǇƭŀƴǘłȌŜ ōȅƭȅ ǇǌƛőƭŜƴŠƴȅ ƪ ǎǘłǘƴƝƳ ǎǘŀǘƪǻƳ 

ŀ ōȅƭƻ ƴŀǌƝȊŜƴƻ ȊƴƛőŜƴƝ ǎƻǳƪǊƻƳȇŎƘ Ȋłǎƻō ƧƛȌ ȊǇǊŀŎƻǾŀƴŞƘƻ őŀƧe. ReakŎŜ ōŀƭȅ ƻƪŀƳȌƛǘł ŀ ǇǌŜŘǾƝŘŀǘŜƭƴłΦ tƻǾŠǎǘƛ ƻ ōƭƝȌƝŎƝƳ 

ǎŜ őŀƧƻǾŞƳ ƳƻƴƻǇƻƭǳ ƘǊƻȊƛǾŠ ǊƻȊƪƻƭƝǎŀƭȅ őŀƧƻǾȇ ǘǊƘΣ ƴƛȌǑƝ ǵǌŜŘƴƝŎƛ ǾȅŘŠƭŀƭƛ ƳŀƭŞ ƧƳŠƴƝ ƴŀ ƻōŎƘƻŘǳ ǎ ǘŀƧƴȇƳƛ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀŎŜƳƛΣ 

ƻōŎƘƻŘƴƝŎƛ ŀ ȊƴŀƭŎƛ Ȋŀőŀƭƛ ƘǊƻƳŀŘƛǘ ŀ ǳƪǊȇǾŀǘ ǎǾƻƧŜ ȊłǎƻōȅΣ ǾȊƴƛƪƭ ƴŜŘƻǎǘŀǘŜƪ őŀƧŜ a vzrostly ceny, trh kolaboval a 

ƭǳƪǊŀǘƛǾƴƝƳ őŜǊƴȇ ǘǊƘ ǇǊƻǎǇŜǊƻǾŀƭΣ ǾȅǎƝŘƭŜƴƝ őŀƧƻǾȇ ǊƻƭƴƝŎƛ ŀ ƻōŎƘƻŘƴƝŎƛ ǎŜ ǎǇƻƧƛƭƛ ǎ ƪǊƛƳƛƴłƭƴƝƳƛ ƎŀƴƎȅ Ǿ ǇƻŘƴƛƪłƴƝΣ ƪǘŜǊŞƳǳ 

ǊƻȊǳƳŠƭƛ ƴŜƧƭŞǇŜΦ hŘǇƻǊ ǊƻƭƴƝƪǻ ŀ ƻōŎƘƻŘƴƝƪǻ Ǿǻőƛ ǘŞǘƻ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŜ ōȅƭ ǎǇƻƧŜƴ ǎ ƴłǎƛƭƴƻǎǘƳƛΣ ǘŀƪȌŜ ǘǊǻƴ ŀ ŘǾǻǊ ŘƻǇƻǊǳőƛƭΣ ŀōȅ 

ƪ ǇǊƻǎŀȊŜƴƝ őŀƧƻǾŞƘƻ ƴŀǌƝȊŜƴƝ ǎǘłǘƴƝ ǎǇǊłǾŀ αǘȅǘƻ ƭƛŘƛ ǾȅƘƭŀŘƛƭŀ ƴŜōƻ ǎƛƭƻǳ Ȋŀǘƭŀőƛƭŀ Řƻ ƪƻǇŎǻάΦ ²ŀƴƎ ¸ŀ ǾłƘŀƭΣ ŀƭŜ ƴŜƳƻƘƭ 

ǳǎǘƻǳǇƛǘ ȊŜ ǎǾȇŎƘ ƴŀǌƝȊŜƴƝΦ !ƴƛȌ ǘƻ ǘǳǑƛƭΣ Řƻ ǇƻƘȅōǳ ǎŜ Řŀƭȅ ǳŘłƭƻǎǘƛΣ ƪǘŜǊŞ ǎƳŠǌƻǾŀƭȅ ƪŜ ǎǾǊȌŜƴƝ 2ŀƧƻǾŞƘƻ Monopolu a 

ȊŀǇǌƝőƛƴƛƭȅ ²ŀƴƎ ¸ŀƻǾǳ ƴłƘƭƻǳ ȊǘǊłǘǳ ǇǌƝȊƴŠ ŀ ǇǌŜŘȊƴŀƳŜƴŀƭȅ ƧŜƘƻ ǎǘǊŀǑƭƛǾȇ ƪƻƴŜŎΦ 
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SWEET DEW 
 
Ironically, it was the emperor who made certain that his favorite minister was destroyed. Emperor Wen-tsung twice 

attempted to rid himself of the powerful eunuch clique that controlled the throne, and twice he failed. The first plans 

were discovered when word was leaked. On his second try, Wen-tsung engaged two high courtiers to assassinate the chief 

eunuchs. The three agreed to absolute secrecy. Distracted and tormented by his palace eunuchs and fearful of the secret 

scheme being discovered, Emperor Wen-tsung gave little thought to warning Wang Ya about the plan. The plot involved 

the report of an omen, the investigation of the event, and the ambush of the eunuchs and their henchmen. The attack 

would take place in the early hours of the morning within the palace precincts just outside the gates of the inner palace. 

The outer palaces held the court and administrative offices of the bureaucracy. The inner palace was comprised of the 

ŜƳǇŜǊƻǊΩǎ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǎΣ ƘŀƭƭǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳǊǘȅŀǊŘǎ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŜƳǇǊŜǎǎΣ ŎƻƴǎƻǊǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƭŀŘƛŜǎΦ ²Ŝƴ-ǘǎǳƴƎΩǎ 

personal secretaries, a few Han-lin scholars, were restricted to their offices and accompanying the emperor. Staffed by 

eunuchs, the palace servants were the only other males allowed within the inner palace. Under strong emperors, the 

eunuchs served the imperial household; under weak emperors, the eunuchs served themselves and bullied and abused 

their masters. Wen-tsung was weak, but he wanted desperately to rid himself of his eunuch handlers. The plan was to 

play on the superstitions of the eunuchs and lure them from the inner to the outer palace and kill them before the purge 

was stopped by the eunuch-controlled palace army.  

 

  




